
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 

planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 

asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 

email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 11, 2014 
Title:  “Keep Your Behavior Excellent” 
Text:  1 Peter 2:11-17 
Theme: Because God will have the last word, you can entrust yourself to Him who 

judges righteously.   Submitting under injustice marks excellent behavior. 
 

Introduction:  
Often what we think we say and what one hears can be completely different from the actual 
reality. 
 
An 84-year-old man went to the doctor for a physical. A few days later, the doctor saw him 
walking down the street with a gorgeous young woman on his arm. The next time the doctor 
saw him he asked how he was doing. 
 
"Great," said the old guy. "I did just what you told me. ’Get a hot momma and be cheerful.’" 
 
"I didn’t say that," said the doctor. "I said, ’You’ve got a heart murmur. Be careful.’" 
 
What we think we say and what people hear can often be very different things.  Hopefully, 
today we will hear what the Spirit is saying without confusion. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

2:11, 12 The call to excellent behavior – submission 
2:13-17 Submission to authority [citizens] 
2:18-20 Submission to masters [slaves] 
2:21-25 JESUS submits/submitted 
3:1-7  Submission to one’s spouse [marriage] 
3:8-12  To sum it all up 
3:13-22 Application 
4:1ff  Therefore 
 

The big idea in this text is for us to keep entrusting ourselves to Him who judges righteously 
(2:23).  I know we will want to run all over the place, but this text has guardrails that hem us in 
from running all over the place.  Yet, I am thoroughly convinced that the power of this text is 
to accept injustice as part of God’s will for our lives.  We wrestle against this truth. 
 
The entire issue in Peter’s first letter is “Can you trust GOD TO HAVE THE LAST WORD?”  
Look at your life right now.  Think of all the unhappiness you have.  Think of all the perceived 
injustice surrounding you.  Think of all those who have treated you poorly.  Can you accept 
this injustice as God’s will?  That is what defines excellent behavior.  When you kick against 
the goads that is what constitutes giving in to fleshly lusts. 
 
I will come back to this when we get to 2:23.  However, let us not allow our handling of this 
text to wander from this primary idea of entrusting ourselves to Him who judges righteously. 
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Outline: 
 
I. The invitation (urge / [parakaleo] Abstain, vv. 11, 12a) 

 
I use the word ‘invite’ because the urging is parakaleo.  Second Thessalonians 4:16-18 uses the 
word parakaleo. 
 

• “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words” (2 Thess. 4:16-18). 

 
“The Greek word for comfort is parakaleo. Parakaleo comes from para meaning ‘near’ and 
kaleo meaning ‘to call.’ 41 times in the New Testatment it is translated ‘beseech’ which is to 
lovingly beg. Over 20 times it is translated ‘comfort.’ It is also translated exhort, desire, entreat, 
and pray. Parakaleo means ‘to call to one's side in order to exhort or comfort.’  The Greek 
word parakletos translated in the New Testament as ‘comforter’ or ‘advocate’ comes from the 
same Greek words as parakaleo. The English word paraclete is transliterated from this Greek 
word which is used 5 times in the Bible. Four of these uses are found in the context of Jesus 
Christ's teaching the night of the Last Supper (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7).”1 
 

• “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever” (John 14:16). 
 

• “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26). 
 

• “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me” (John 15:26). 
 

• “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you” (John 16:7). 

 
The fifth time the word parakletos is used is in 1 John 2:1 where Jesus is described as our 
ADVOCATE. 
 

• “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 

 
This text is telling us to be who we are, and thus we should act accordingly.  Listen to how two 
Bible translations capture this idea in verse 16. 
 
Holman Christian Standard Bible 

“As God's slaves, live as free people, but don't use your freedom as a way to conceal evil” (2 Pet. 2:16). 
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English Standard Version 
“Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of 
God” (2 Pet. 2:16). 

 
I speak every Sunday and often twice during the week.  I write extensively and work to be 
clear.  It is impossible for anyone to say all that needs to be said at any given time.  Yet I 
endeavor to capture the singularity of the biblical narrative when I say, “Jesus is enough in this 
life and in the life to come.”  The commands of the Bible are descriptive.  First, they are 
describing for us who God is and what or how He acts.  Second, they describe who we are 
either in our relationship to Adam or in our relationship to Christ.  In Adam, I violate every 
single command of both Testaments.  In Christ, I fulfill every single command of both 
Testaments.  If in Adam the violation of any one commandment is the violation of the 
whole (James 2:10), then in Christ my obedience to the one commandment is the keeping of 
all commandments (1 John 3:21-23).   
 

• “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all” (James 
2:10). 

 

• 22 “and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things 
that are pleasing in His sight. 23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His commandments abides 
in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (1 
John 3:22-24). 

 
When I live in open rebellion against Jesus, my issue is more than a violation of any one 
command.  Commands do not replace Jesus.  My focus is on Jesus, loving Jesus, and not on 
keeping any one command or abstaining from any act of addiction.  However, I digress.  My 
desire is to show you how the urgings of the Bible are invitations for joy.  God wants us to 
know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God 
designed all of shadow to speak toward the centrality of substance in our desire for joy.  To 
live in the shadow with our view toward the substance causes us to know and experience the 
joy God has within Himself.  So when I speak of THE INVITATION, it is the biblical author or 
a pastor or the body of Christ or the believing community coming alongside of you and saying 
come to Jesus for your joy.  The imperatives/commands are descriptions of joy.  It is what joy 
looks like or feels like in Jesus.    
 
Excellent behavior, as noted in verse 12, recognizes God will have the last word in all of your 
suffering.  When you embrace this, it is for your joy.  Hebrews 12:1, 2 states this. 
 

• 1 “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 
12:1, 2). 

 

The tone of this text is an invitation for joy.  Now let us break down the text. 
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A. To whom?  “aliens and strangers” 
 
Election causes us to be who we are; new birth causes us to become aliens and strangers.  What 
we do does not achieve this status.  Because of who He is and what He does, we are aliens and 
strangers.  You do not become aliens and strangers by abstaining from fleshly lusts.  You 
abstain because you are aliens and strangers.  You are not of this world. 
 
First Peter 2:11 and following does not undermine what we noted in 1:1-2:10.  He calls for the 
fruit, because of the root.  Moreover, he fully expects such fruit to exist.  Why, because faithful 
is he who calls you, who also will do it. 
 
Look at Ephesians 2:19.  What happened? 
 

• 19 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are 
of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a 
holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” 
(Eph. 2:19-22). 

 
He identifies the gathering as 1 Peter 2:4-10.  He invites such people to abstain from fleshly 
lusts and keep their behavior excellent. 
 

B. What?  “Abstain from fleshly lusts, keep your behavior excellent” 
 
Excellent behavior says no to the fulfilling of fleshly lusts.  The fleshly lusts noted are those 
that war against the soul.  Peter is not going to leave the exhortation in the abstract.  What is 
about to unfold is the call to live life in submission to the authorities.  It is perhaps more than 
this, but it is most certainly nothing less than this. 
 
Peter uses the word lust [epithumia] four times in 1 Peter and four times in 2 Peter. Fulfilling 
fleshly lusts marked darkness.   
 
[epithumia] 

• “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance” (1 
Pet. 1:14). 
 

• “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 
the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). 
 

• 2 “That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God.  3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries” (1 
Pet. 4:2, 3). 
 

• “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Pet. 1:4). 
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• “But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities” (2 Pet. 2:10). 
 

• “For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through 
much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error” (2 Pet. 2:18). 
 

• “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts” (2 Pet. 
3:3). 

 
That which once characterized your life no longer does.  If you find yourself addicted to the 
lusts of the flesh, then stop.  Stop by going back to the gospel.  You will not find deliverance 
from fleshly lusts by your work or volition.  You will find deliverance from fleshly lusts in 
Jesus as you rest in God’s provision and providence.  You must push against those activities or 
attitudes that rob you from resting in the gospel.  By pushing against His work, you rob 
yourself of the rest and joy that is yours in Christ. 
 
Peter celebrates the power of the gospel to change our conduct, to change our behavior.  The 
fruit of holiness is the consequence of believing in Jesus.  The fruit of living an exiled existence 
is the consequence of your new birth.  You already are; now live. 
 
Listen to what Peter says concerning your behavior. 
 

• “but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior” (1 Pet. 1:15). 
 

• “knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way 
of life inherited from your forefathers” (1 Pet. 1:18). 
 

• “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as 
evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12). 
 

• 1 “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are 
disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,  2 as they 
observe your chaste and respectful behavior” (1 Pet. 3:1, 2). 
 

• “and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ will be put to shame” (1 Pet. 3:16). 

 

There is a difference between darkness and light.  We are different.  This entire text, however, 
deals with one primary area and it is the area of our response to suffering for the gospel.  We 
suffer because we live as aliens, as foreigners, as a holy priesthood.  In such living, we 
proclaim the excellences of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
 
Peter tells us why we need to abstain from fleshly lusts.  What might this tell us about spiritual 
warfare?  Look at Romans 13:14 and Colossians 3:5.  How does this complement our battle 
against fleshly lusts?  
 

• “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts” (Rom. 13:14). 
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• “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry” (Col. 3:5). 

 
I do not come each week believing I address a bunch of losers, train wrecks, and defeated 
people that must repent.  I know you wrestle against the flesh, but I believe the victory of Jesus 
is more than adequate in sustaining you in the fight. 
 

C. Why?  “they [fleshly lusts] wage war against your soul” 
 
You and I may be uninformed about various forces at play.  The serpent’s seed is warring 
against the seed of the woman.  This is what Ephesians 2:10-20 tell us.  It is possible to live 
joyless lives. God created us to know and experience joy and secured for us this joy at the 
cross.  When we fail to live in light of the Story, we rob ourselves of joy.  Our joy is rooted in 
knowing Jesus is enough in this life.  It is not in trying harder and getting better.   
 
By living submissive lives, we silence the raging of the unbeliever against God. 
 
II. The reason/purpose (so that, v. 12b) 

 
• “so that [hina / Result] in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your 
good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12). 
 

• “For [hoti / Causal] such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish 
men” (1 Pet. 2:15). 

 
Compare verse 12 with Matthew 5:16.  What greater function do our good deeds have?  What 
does good deeds and excellent behavior look like in verse 13?  How about in verse 18 and in 
verse 1 of chapter 3?  Our good behavior defends and communicates the gospel.  Peter weaves 
this theme throughout his Letter.  Notice with me 1 Peter 3:15, 16. 
 

• 15 “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 
you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good 
conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 
will be put to shame” (1 Pet. 3:15, 16). 

 
Abstaining from flesh lusts, excellent behavior, good deeds, doing right, and a good 
conscience all say the same thing.  You cannot have one without the other.  You cannot have a 
good conscience unless your behavior is excellent.  You cannot abstain from flesh lusts unless 
your deeds are good.   
 
Our text just told us that as the dwelling place of God we are proclaiming the excellences of 
Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (v. 9).  Since this is true, 
abstain from fleshly lusts.  Let your behavior be excellent.  How?  By submitting to those over 
you.  When you fight against the idea of submitting, you are engaging in an activity that wars 
against your soul.   
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When we as the people of God show a spirit of submission, we are proclaiming the excellences 
of Him who has called us out of darkness and into His light.  “Light” living submits.  God uses 
our collective testimony of submission to silence the voice of the accusers.   
 
Friend, this text tells us the unbelieving will be silenced in the day of visitation.  No unbeliever 
will accuse God is the Day of Judgment.  The unbelieving will have no footing to accuse you of 
failing. 
 
III. The application – (submit, vv. 13-17) 

 
13 “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in 
authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who 
do right. 15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16 

Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 17 

Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king” (1 Pet. 2:13-17). 

 
A. The action (v. 13a “submit”) 
 
B. The purpose (v. 13b [for the sake of – dia]) 
 
C. The object (vv. 13c “To every human institution”) 
 
D. The reason (v. 15 ‘because such is the will of God’ [hoti]) 

 
Let us put to rest the idea that your suffering is never the will of God.   
 

E. The conclusion (vv. 16, 17 “as free men”) 
 
Why are we to submit ourselves to every human institution (v. 13)? What role do governments 
have (v. 14)?  Is this consistent with Romans 13:1ff? What does God call the actions of those 
who slander the believing for their good deeds (v. 15)? What affect might good deeds have 
(vv. 12, 15)? Does liberty imply license (v. 16)?  Compare this to Galatians 5:13.  How are they 
the same? Why is verse 17 so powerful in the life of Peter’s audience? 
 
Abstaining from fleshly lusts AND submitting to those in positions of authority marks 
excellent behavior.  These are not two different actions.  Peter is not saying stop looking at 
internet pornography and start or continue to submit to authority.  Peter is saying, “Your lack 
of submission to those in positions of authority is giving in to fleshly lusts.”  Our natural 
response in coming under attack is to push back.  However, when we push back in adverse 
circumstances we are pushing back against God.  Alternatively, he is saying, “By submitting to 
your authorities you are abstaining from fleshly lusts.”  By submitting to your authorities, you 
are submitting to God who puts such people into office. 
 
Notice this idea in 2 Peter 2:10. 
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• “But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 

Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities” (2 Pet. 2:10). 

 
In the context of suffering, do not use your circumstances as an excuse for fleshly indulgences.  
In abstaining from fleshly lusts and submitting to every human institution, your behavior is 
excellent.  What follows is a description of excellent behavior. 
 
Notice how verse 13 defines good deeds and excellent behavior.  Verse 13 begins a list of what 
good deeds and excellent behavior might look like.  Verse 13 deals with submitting to one’s 
government.  Verse 18 addresses slaves and 3:1 and following speaks to the household.  
Wedged in the middle of this is the example of Jesus (2:21-25).  Jesus submitted to His 
government to the point of death.  Jesus submitted as a slave by serving those over whom He 
is master and Jesus is the perfect husband loving His wife (i.e. the Church) to the point of 
blood sacrifice.  Jesus is the perfect pattern and the only power that lives out such examples in 
and through His people.   
 

As citizens of another country, we might forget where our first allegiance and loyalty lie.  
When slandered and persecuted for good, we might yield to revenge and darker acts of the 
flesh.  Yet God chose us for different reasons and for different ends.  When we read the 
passage in its context, it would appear the fleshly lusts warring against us are imbedded in 
human institutions and those in authority.  As aliens and strangers we are “A CHOSEN 
RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN 
POSSESSION, so that we may proclaim the excellences of Him who has called us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; for we once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now we are THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD; we had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now we have RECEIVED MERCY.”  
It is because of who He is (chosen, precious, the living stone) that we respond differently to 
slander and suffering. 
 
May this be our defining moment and may such a response claim its victory through silence 
and service to those who would persecute us (Romans 12:14-21)? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Everyone is under authority. 
2. Respond properly to the authority over you. 
3. Injustice will happen. 
4. How is that going for you? 
5. Always remember, GOD WILL HAVE THE LAST WORD.  So continue entrusting your 
soul to the one who judges righteously. 

 
                                                           
1 http://www.cortright.org/comfort.htm  


