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Date:  March 16, 2014 
Title:  “Exiles by Choice” 
Text:  1 Peter 1:1, 2 
Theme: God’s choice of us sets us apart from the world we live in.   
 
Introduction:  
Peter’s soteriology is Trinitarian. 
 
The intent of this text and of this study is not to show you why God picked you before you 
picked Him and there are those God did not pick.  The intent of this text is to assure you who 
are suffering that God knows you and chose you and this world is not your home.  It is not the 
place where you are welcomed and received. 
 
Have you ever felt uncomfortable in a social setting?  Or perhaps you felt you simply did not fit 
in.  There have been occasions when I simply felt like I didn’t fit in.  People were talking about 
things where I had no competence.  I feel this way in the world.  It is tragic when one feels this 
way in the church.   
 
I will not seek to run to multiple passages to prove my theological presuppositions, but I will 
seek to tell you the glorious truth Peter lays before his readers so that they might find comfort 
and certainty in a context of suffering, hardship and injustice. 
 
The climate in which Peter wrote his letter is one of persecution and martyrdom.  The following 
is an excerpt from the writings of Tacitus concerning the persecution of the Christians by Nero. 
“Tacitus was a fierce critic of Nero, and modern scholars have questioned the reliability of his 
account of this notorious Roman Emperor; but the following passage from his Annals is famous 
because it is one of the first mentions in a non-Christian source of Christianity. In 64 CE Rome 
underwent a catastrophic fire, which some believed had been set at the orders of the emperor 
himself. Tacitus claims that Nero tried to shift the blame to the unpopular Christians, though 
other sources indicate that their persecution may have been unconnected to the fire. It is not 
clear exactly why many Romans so detested the new believers, though Christians were often 
confused with Jews, who were accused of being rebellious (with some reason, since the Jews of 
Judaea more than once created insurrections against the Roman provincial government) and 
lazy (since they rested on the Sabbath). Scandalous rumors about obscene Christian rituals 
circulated at an early date, and we know that they were accused of disloyalty because of their 
refusal to perform the token ritual acknowledging the divine status of the Emperor, viewed by 
most citizens as little different from a modern flag salute. If Tacitus shows sympathy for them, 
it is because he detests Nero more. Whatever their exact cause this early persecution and later 
ones made a profound impact on the Christian Church, and bequeathed a legacy of colorful tales 
of martyred saints who were celebrated in story, song, and art for the next two millennia, long 
after the Church had triumphed over its opponents.”1 
 
“Yet no human effort, no princely largess nor offerings to the gods could make that infamous 
rumor disappear that Nero had somehow ordered the fire. Therefore, in order to abolish that 
rumor, Nero falsely accused and executed with the most exquisite punishments those people 
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called Christians, who were infamous for their abominations. The originator of the name, Christ, 
was executed as a criminal by the procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius; and 
though repressed, this destructive superstition erupted again, not only through Judea, which 
was the origin of this evil, but also through the city of Rome, to which all that is horrible and 
shameful floods together and is celebrated. Therefore, first those were seized who admitted their 
faith, and then, using the information they provided, a vast multitude were convicted, not so 
much for the crime of burning the city, but for hatred of the human race. And perishing they 
were additionally made into sports: they were killed by dogs by having the hides of beasts 
attached to them, or they were nailed to crosses or set aflame, and, when the daylight passed 
away, they were used as nighttime lamps. Nero gave his own gardens for this spectacle and 
performed a Circus game, in the habit of a charioteer mixing with the plebs or driving about the 
race-course. Even though they were clearly guilty and merited being made the most recent 
example of the consequences of crime, people began to pity these sufferers, because they were 
consumed not for the public good but on account of the fierceness of one man.”2 
 
“It is not a doctrinal treatise but a powerful appeal to courage, purity, and faithfulness to Christ 
amid the sufferings which they are experiencing.”3 
 
The Storyline: 
What Peter depicts is the continued hostility between the woman’s seed and that of the serpent’s. 
 
Outline: 
 

1 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and 
peace be yours in the fullest measure” (1 Pet. 1:1, 2). 

 
I. Author (v. 1a) 

 
“First Peter 1:1 clearly identifies the author as ‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.’  Until relatively 
recent times the authenticity of the epistle’s claim to apostolic authorship went unchallenged.  
The letter’s content and the witness of church history support beyond any reasonable doubt the 
simple affirmation made in verse 1.”4 
 
“So strong is the evidence for the use of this epistle in the early church that some scholars have 
regarded it as proved and maintained that it was considered to be canonical as early as this word 
had a meaning.”5 
 
“The book was probably written from Rome toward the end of his life, perhaps in AD 64-65, 
when persecution was looming or had already broken out there.”6  “Of the original twelve 
apostles, three were chosen to write inspired New Testament books or epistles.  The three are 
Matthew, John, and Peter.”7 
 
We can note three things about Peter. 
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A. Peter [His transparency] 

 
Peter is an individual familiar with the rooster’s crow and the Lord’s cross.  He knew of his own 
failure and the Lord’s faithfulness.  We have already considered Peter as an individual so we 
will not look at him in detail. 
 

B. An Apostle [His authority] 
 
As an apostle, he has position authority inside the local church. 
 

C. Of Jesus Christ [His identity] 
 
It was not his personal calamity or his ecclesiastical authority that formed his identity.  His 
identity was formed by his position in Christ Jesus.   
 

II. Audience (v. 1b) 
 
“First Peter was written to Christians who were experiencing various forms of persecution.  
[They were] scattered throughout five Roman provinces of the peninsula of Asia Minor.  That 
area today is northern Turkey.  The churches in those provinces were made up of both Jews and 
Gentiles.”8 
 
“The two epistles of Simon Peter were, like those of James and Hebrews, written to the Christian 
Jews of the dispersion (I Peter 1:1; II Peter 3:1), evidently intended to be circulated among their 
churches in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, all of which were Roman provinces 
in the area that is now called Turkey. At least some of these provinces—and probably all—were 
represented by pilgrims who had believed on Christ at the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost (Acts 2:4). Peter had been the spokesman and preacher on that great day and probably 
felt continuing interest and concern for these pilgrims as they returned to their homes. As the 
one to whom was committed the special “apostleship of the circumcision” (Galatians 2:8), his 
ministry thereafter always was directed especially toward winning his Jewish brethren to Christ, 
wherever they lived in the world.”9 
 
“So Peter is writing to a lot of folks. And why such a wide audience? Because the persecution 
that had come against the Christians as a result of them being blamed for the burning of Rome 
was sweeping through the Roman Empire. And everywhere that persecution went, Christians 
were going to have to pay the price of suffering. And so he writes as if to embrace them all in 
this epistle which teaches them how to face suffering triumphantly.”10 
 
“’To those living as resident aliens,’ ‘to the exiles.’ This term is used metaphorically of Christians 
who live in this world as foreigners, since their homeland is heaven. ‘In the Diaspora.’ The Greek 
term διασ̟ορά (diaspora, ‘dispersion’) refers to Jews not living in Palestine but ‘dispersed’ or 
scattered among the Gentiles. But here it is probably metaphorical, used of Gentile Christians 
spread out as God’s people in the midst of a godless world.”11 
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The very first word Peter uses for these Christians is "elect" or "chosen." You can't see that in the 
NASB or KJV or RSV. But you can in the NIV. The word order that Peter used when he wrote 
the Greek was: "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect"—the elect aliens of the dispersion. 
The reason most of the English versions change the word order and put the word "chosen" at 
the end of the list of five Roman Provinces is so that it is more obvious that the phrases of verse 
2 define God's election.12  
 

It is of interest to see how the study of election should be pronounced and welcomed.  There 
should be no occasion for division over this wonderful thought. 
 

The Greek reads, “Elect aliens dispersed.”  The idea is that election is caused by God and causes 
one to become an alien in this world and a citizen of another. 
 

A. Aliens [dispersed geographically] 
 
“Reside as Aliens” is Parepidemos.  It is used three times in the NT [here and in Heb. 11:13 and 
1 Peter 2:11.  It keeps interesting company. 
 

“All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them 
from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (Heb. 11:13). 
 
“Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul” 
(1 Pet. 2:11). 

 

“The word is used of temporary residents, not permanent settlers who have a deep attachment 
and a higher allegiance in another sphere.”13   
 
“So he's not concerned to talk about a Jew who is nationally an alien as much as he is concerned 
to talk about a believer who is spiritually an alien. So what he is saying is not to you Jews who 
are scattered throughout alien countries, but to you Christians who are aliens in the earth. You 
are true aliens and strangers and pilgrims. You don't belong here. The church is a group of 
strangers scattered throughout the world, away from their true home.”14 
 
Their displacement from Jerusalem or the Middle East did not cause them to be aliens, although 
this was indeed true.  Their status as aliens was because God chose them, they were aliens, exiles 
and strangers.  His choosing makes them different.  This will become key in our understanding 
of 1 Peter 1:13-16 and “personal” holiness. 
 
“Another thing we can say is that Peter mentions election in direct connection with our alien 
status in the world. This probably tells us the main reason Peter begins with election. He wants 
to emphasize that we are aliens not mainly because men have rejected us, but because God has 
chosen us.”15 
 
“Dispersion, scattering, diaspora.  Peter uses the term for believers who are scattered throughout 
the world, yet have a heavenly fatherland and a hope of one day being gathered in to this land.  
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These were all Roman provinces in Asia Mionor and the order of the listing here may have been 
the route of the one who delivered the letter.”16 
 
“’Asia’; in the NT this always refers to the Roman province of Asia, made up of about one-third 
of the west and southwest end of modern Asia Minor. Asia lay to the west of the region of 
Phrygia and Galatia. The words ‘the province of” are supplied to indicate to the modern reader 
that this does not refer to the continent of Asia.’”17 
 

B. Chosen [delivered spiritually] 
 
“Holy Scripture constantly ascribes all that is good in us to the choice or election of God. The 
sacred writers do not enter into the many difficulties which lie around this central doctrine: they 
do not attempt to explain its relations to that other great truth, taught in Scripture and revealed 
in consciousness - the freedom of the human will; their statements of the two apparently 
conflicting doctrines balance, but do not explain, one another; they seem to recognize the fact 
that we are in the presence of an insoluble mystery; and they teach us by their silence that the 
proper attitude of the Christian, when brought face to face with mystery, is rest in the Lord, 
humble childlike confidence in his love and wisdom.”18 
 
The word chosen is graphic.  It is our English word elect and is the Greek word eklektos.  Peter 
uses the word four times (1:2; 2:4, 6, 9).  We touched on this idea when we considered “limited 
atonement” in 1 John 2:1, 2. 
 
The gospel of John even reminds us the words of our Lord in John 15 that He chose the disciples, 
the Apostles. Galatians 1:15 tells us that He chose Paul, a chosen vessel. And here we are again 
confronted with the fact that He chose the church by sovereign choice, God elected those who 
would belong to Him. We remember Ephesians 1 where it says in verse 4, "He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world." And 2 Thessalonians 2:13, "God has chosen you from the 
beginning for salvation." 
 
“Let's take the word ‘aliens’ who are chosen. Aliens means strangers, as we said, those who are 
dispossessed in a land not their own. It can mean temporary residence, it can mean foreigners. 
Either way they were temporary residents and they were foreigners. Theirs was a city not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Theirs was a temporary stay until they were called to the 
Zion which is above, the writer of Hebrews calls it. These aliens, the church, the redeemed, the 
believers are chosen...eklektos from the verb kaleo and the preposition out, to call out, the called 
out ones. It's a verbal adjective here, it means to pick out or to select. In fact, you could even 
translate it this way, and this would be beautiful, ‘choice aliens...select aliens.’ It's a term for 
Christians, that's all. The chosen, the saved are the chosen.”19 
 
“The use of the word does not determine whether God had a previous eternal purpose to choose 
them or not. That must be determined by something else than the mere use of the term. This 
word has reference to the act of selecting them, without throwing any light on the question why 
it was done.  The word should be properly understood as applied to the act of choosing them, 
not to the purpose to choose them; the fact of his selecting them to be his, not the doctrine that 
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he would choose them.  Elsewhere we learn that the purpose to choose them was eternal, and 
that the reason of it was his own good pleasure (Eph. 1:4).”20 
 
“Verse two defines election with three phrases: first Christians are elect ‘according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father.’ Second, Christians are elect ‘by (or in) the sanctifying work 
of the Holy Spirit.’ Third, Christians are elect ‘that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled 
with his blood.  So three things are said about our election: we are told something about its 
origin and basis in God's foreknowledge. We are told something about the way it becomes real 
and actual in our lives by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. And we are told something 
about the goal or purpose of election: that we might obey Jesus and go on benefiting from his 
cleansing blood.’” 21  
 

1. The author of our election [According to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father] 

 
“The foreknowledge (prognôsin). Late substantive (Plutarch, Lucian, papyri) from proginôskô 
(1Pe 1:20), to know beforehand, only twice in N.T. (here and Ac 2:23 in Peter's sermon).”22 
 
Their choosing or election was foreknown by God. Foreknowledge simply means, “To know 
beforehand.”  Foreknowledge is the Greek word prognosis.  We get our English word prognosis 
from it. 
 
“Prognosis (Greek ̟ ρόγνωση - literally fore-knowing, foreseeing) is a medical term for predicting 
the likely outcome of one's current standing.”23  A diagnose means to determine what it is.  A 
prognosis is based on a diagnosis and tells us the likely outcome of the diagnoses. 
 
Our prognosis of disease is fallible.  God’s prognosis of election is infallible.   
 
“The Greek words translated ‘foreknow’ and ‘foreknowledge’ are the verb proginosko and the 
noun prognosis. The verb has the basic meaning of ‘to know beforehand,’ ‘to know in advance,’ 
and the noun simply means ‘foreknowledge.’”24  
 
“God’s foreknowledge is much more than knowing what will happen in the future; it includes, 
as reflected in the language of the LXX (Num. 16:5; Judges 9:6; Amos 3:2), His effective 
choice.”25 
 
Acts 2:23, and Romans 11:2, prove “foreknowledge” to be foreordination. 
 
It is a prepositional phrase using kata.  Here according to means “with reference to.”   
 

Prognosis 
“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain” (Acts 2:23). 
 
“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied” (1 Pet. 
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1:2). 

 
Proginosko 
“Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion 
I lived a Pharisee” (Acts 26:5). 
 
 “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 
 
“God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how 
he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying” (Rom. 11:2). 
 
 “Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times 
for you” (1 Pet. 1:20). 
 
“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness” (2 Pet. 3:17). 

 
“The source of election in verse 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father. God chose 
us based upon a pre- determined relationship. We are chosen by God based upon His own 
foreknowledge. And we said that does not mean foresight, that does not mean information 
gained by observation, that is a pre- determined relationship. That same term, foreknowledge, 
is used in chapter 1 verse 20 where it says Christ was foreknown before the foundation of the 
world. It cannot mean that God chose Christ to be the Savior on the basis of foresight or 
observation, it must mean a pre-determined relationship and plan, deliberate design. So the 
source of our election is bound up in God's pre- determined plan called foreknowledge.”26 
 
What God foreknows cannot be other than what He knows.  Two large options as it relates to 
God’s beforehand information. 
 

a. Your choice of Him determines your election [this is cognitive election]. 
 

b. His choice of you determines your election [this is causative election]. 
 
Of these two options, I believe God chooses me based on who He is and not on what I might do.  
For if, He gives you the power to choose Him apart from His choice of you, and then we have 
to decide what intrinsic merit I have that enabled me to choose Him against every conceivable 
odds.  However, if He chooses me, then the choice lies with God and not me.  I choose Him 
simply because He chose me. 
 
Either way both are fixed.  Nothing can alter the outcome.  No matter how you approach this 
subject matter, it is wrought with difficulty if you are seeking to maintain some sense of 
human fairness.  The only other option is a universe that is open where God does not know 
what will happen until after the fact of it happening.  In an open world, God is not omniscient.  
God foreknows all things because He is omniscient.  The issue is one of causation.  In my 
opinion, if God’s foreknowledge does not involve varying degrees of causation, then the God of 
Deism is sustainable for God simply puts in motion the world and allows it to act out its 
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existence on its own.  If God is not engaged with every action, then we cannot determine if our 
circumstances and situations are part of His one Story. 
 
If you are a Calvinist, then you believe in Causative Election.  If you are an Arminian, then you 
believe in Cognitive Election.  However, not everyone who believes in Causative Election or 
Cognitive Election is a Calvinist or an Arminian.  You can be either one without wearing any 
particular system of theology. 
 

2. The agent of our election [By the sanctification of the Holy Spirit] 
 
The “by” [en] can be means.  By means of the Spirit’s work.  Thus, the sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit carries out the Father’s plan.  Election sets us aside.  God’s plan selects us to be set 
aside by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.  Sanctification is a work of the Holy Spirit 
whereby those chosen by God the Father are set aside by the work of the Spirit.  The work of the 
Holy Spirit causes us to be aliens and strangers. 
 
“The sphere of our election came next. And we noted in verse 2 that we enter into the actual 
experience of our election by the sanctifying work of the Spirit. That is, election becomes a reality 
in the life of the chosen person through the setting apart work of the Holy Spirit. Sanctification 
means to set apart. We were set apart from sin. We were set apart from the world. We were set 
apart from being children of Satan to being children of God. We were set apart from death unto 
life. That's the sanctifying or setting apart work of God's Holy Spirit.”27 
 
“The Greek is, ‘by (en) sanctification of the Spirit;’ that is, it was by this influence or agency. The 
election that was purposed by the Father was carried into effect by the agency of the Spirit in 
making them holy.”28 
 
Listen to similar language in 2 Thessalonians 2. 
 

13 “But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  
14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(2 Thess. 2:13, 14). 

 
Again, this will help us in our understanding of 1 Peter 1:13-16. 
 

3. The outcome of our election [To be followers and cleansed] 
 
“For obedience and for sprinkling indicates the purpose of their choice or election by God.”29 
 
The preposition [eis] can be purpose.  Election and sanctification have as their outcome 
obedience and cleansing.  “This expresses the design for which they had been chosen by the 
Father, and renewed by the Spirit. It was that they might obey God, and lead holy lives.”30 
 
“The whole Epistle is a commentary upon prognôsis theou [Foreknowledge of God], hagiasmos 
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pneumatos [sanctification of the Spirit], haima Christou [blood of Jesus] (Bigg).”31 
 
 
“The first clue is that he engulfs you with God's electing initiative. He puts election behind you. 
He puts election in you. He puts election in front of you. That's what those three phrases do. 
Behind you is the basis of God's election in the foreknowledge of God. In you is the experience 
of election in the sanctifying work of the Spirit. In front of you is the destiny of election to obey 
Jesus Christ and take refuge in his sprinkled blood. Peter engulfs us with election. He really 
wants us to get this. To live out of it and to live in it and to live for it. The second clue is that 
these three dimensions of election are each related to a different divine Person of the Trinity. 
Our election is rooted in the foreknowledge of God the Father. Our election is experienced by 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit. And the aim of our election is that we obey Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.”32 
 

III. The Benediction 
 
Let us remember to place this benediction in the context of social confusion and physical 
displacement.  Think how foolish such thoughts are apart from Jesus Christ. 
 

A. Grace 
 
Nothing we have is outside of His grace.  “Beloved, we must continually remember that God in 
His mercy does not give us what we do deserve but God in His grace does give us what we 
don’t deserve and could never otherwise obtain. His supply of amazing grace is endless for He 
is “the God of all grace” (1Pe 5:10-note), and He dispenses His grace to us through Jesus Christ 
(Jn 1:16, 17) and His Spirit (Jn 7:37, 38, 39).”33 
 

B. Peace 
 
Peace is the consequence of God condescending.  “Eirene, originally was used to describe an 
ordered life which was possible when people were not at war. Later, the concept was expanded 
to include an inner, personal peace. “Peace” is mentioned over 60 times in the NT, with this 
latter meaning. There is a peace that "the world gives" but the peace that all men desperately need 
is found only in the Strong Tower of Jehovah Shalom.”34 
 

C. Fullest Measure 
 
“The phrase ‘be multiplied’ means, ‘may it abound,’ or ‘may it be conferred abundantly on 
you.’”35 
 
“Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied’; which is much the same that is used by the Apostle 
Paul in all his epistles; see Gill on Romans 1:7, only Peter adds the word ‘multiplied’; which 
makes it more express, and the sense more clear: he means an enlarged view of interest in the 
love of God, an increase of grace out of the fulness of it in Christ, and of Gospel light, and of the 
several gifts of the Spirit; and also of all prosperity outward and inward, of a conscience peace 
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through the blood of Christ, which passeth all understanding, and a more established and well 
grounded hope of enjoying eternal peace hereafter. The phrase is Jewish, and is used in their 
salutations in this form, ‘let your peace be multiplied.’”36 
 
There is a lavish expectation in our relationship with God.  God is not stingy is the dispensing 
of His blessing. 
 

IV. Why did Peter write? 
 
It is important to remember what Peter has to say will not be different then Paul or John or the 
narrative in the Old Testament.  The Story told is singular and Jesus is at the center of it.  The 
church is the Body of Jesus and He is her head.  The serpent’s seed hates and attacks Jesus thus 
His body is likewise hated and attacked.  Peter speaks to a church that is in a hostile context.  
Christians were slandered by the unbelieving. 
 
“It was a shaky time for Christians in the Roman Empire. In A.D. 68 Emperor Nero saw himself 
surrounded by political enemies and took the easy way out: suicide. In the next year three 
emperors, in rapid succession, took his place, but couldn't hold the job. So in A.D. 69 troops 
proclaimed the military leader Vespasian as emperor—and saw that he stayed there. Vespasian 
hated Jews, and he counted Christians among them. Prior to becoming emperor, his goal had 
been to trample Judea and erase it from existence. As emperor, he sent his oldest son, Titus, to 
finish the job. Titus put Jerusalem under siege for three months. Then he tightened the noose. 
Troops leveled buildings to the ground. The temple became a crumble of stones. Jerusalem fell. 
Jews (and Christians) became Roman captives. 
Aftershocks vibrated throughout the Roman Empire, blending with the general persecution 
against "atheists" (people who refused to worship Roman gods) that Nero had begun. Christians 
everywhere suffered. They were driven from their homes, deported to the outer borders of the 
empire, forbidden to worship openly and, worse yet, splintered by their own internal doctrinal 
disputes. It is possible that the apostle Paul was martyred under Nero. And Peter was martyred 
as well—crucified upside-down, tradition says, because he felt unworthy to die in the same 
position as his Lord. It was a dark season for Christians. How were they to endure? Peter, 
through God's inspiration, sensed this coming darkness. If conservative scholars are correct, 
Peter's first letter can be dated about A.D. 64, written probably from the city of Rome— which 
Peter called Babylon in 5:13.This is not a bleak letter. Indeed, it is full of hope and practical 
counsel on how to endure. It tells us to balance holy living with correct doctrine, to nurture 
spiritual growth, to work within existing authority structures, and to take care of each other. 
This letter, sent with prophetic love to first-century Christians, still lives today. It provides a 
compass for our own dark road.”37 
 
“When the city of Rome burned, the Romans believed that their emperor, Nero, had set the city 
on fire, probably because of his incredible lust to build. In order to build more, he had to destroy 
what already existed. The Romans were totally devastated. Their culture, in a sense, went down 
with the city. All the religious elements of their life were destroyed—their great temples, shrines, 
and even their household idols were burned up. This had great religious implications because 
it made them believe that their deities had been unable to deal with this conflagration and were 
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also victims of it. The people were homeless and hopeless. Many had been killed. Their bitter 
resentment was severe, so Nero realized that he had to redirect the hostility. The emperor’s 
chosen scapegoat was the Christians, who were already hated because they were associated with 
Jews, and because they were seen as being hostile to the Roman culture. Nero spread the word 
quickly that the Christians had set the fires. As a result, a vicious persecution against Christians 
began, and soon spread throughout the Roman Empire, touching places N of the Taurus 
mountains, like Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (1:1), and impacting the 
Christians, whom Peter calls “pilgrims.” These “pilgrims,” who were probably Gentiles, for the 
most part (1:14,18; 2:9,10; 4:3), possibly led to Christ by Paul and his associates, and established 
on Paul’s teachings. But they needed spiritual strengthening because of their sufferings. Thus 
the Apostle Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote this epistle to strengthen 
them.”38 
 
Let us note the various references to just the idea of slander. 
 

“Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander (καταλαλια)” (1 
Pet. 2:1). 
 

“Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander (καταλαλεω) 

you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12). 
 

“and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered (καταλαλεω), those who revile 
your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame” (1 Pet. 3:16). 
 
“Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you 

(βλασφηµεω)” (1 Pet. 4:4). 
 
“If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 

you: on their part he is evil spoken of (βλασφηµεω), but on your part he is glorified” (1 Pet. 4:14). 
 

The word suffering (pascho) is used in 11 verses (1 Peter 2:19, 20, 21, 23, 3:14, 17, 18, 4:1, 15, 19, 
5:10). 
 

19 “For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For 
what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, 
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: . . .  23 Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously” (1 Pet. 2:19-21, 23). 
 
“But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be 
troubled” (1 Pet. 3:14). 
 
17 “For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. 18 For Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Pet. 3:17, 18). 
 
“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin” (1 Pet. 4:1). 
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“But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's 
matters” (1 Pet. 4:15). 
 
“Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him 
in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator” (1 Pet. 4:19). 
 
“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10). 
 

The message sounded by Peter echoes equally throughout the early church narrative. 
 
“I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world” (John 17:14). 
 
“strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God’” (Acts 14:22). 
 
“and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and 
encourage you as to your faith, 3 so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you 
yourselves know that we have been destined for this” (1 Thess. 3:2). 
 
“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). 
 

Peter writes to a suffering church, but a church whose lineage is of the Seed Promise. 
 
“Peter exhorted these Christians to steadfast endurance and exemplary behavior.  The purpose 
then of 1 Peter was to encourage Christians to face persecution so that the true grace of Jesus 
Christ would be evidenced in them (5:12).”39 
 
Thus, the context in which the church exists is one of open aggression and hostility. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. It matters not that the world does not like you.  What matters is that God loves you. 
2. This world is not your home. 
3. Let us together long for and look to Jesus the author and finisher of faith. 
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