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Date:  March 2, 2014 
Title:  Who is Peter? 

Text:  Misc. [READ Matt. 16:16-18; John 18:10, 11] 
Theme: The gospel is glorious not despite your failure, but because of your failure.  
 
Introduction:  
“Peter was an ordinary fisherman in Galilee, leading an ordinary life, but something quite out 
of the ordinary happened to him. He met a charismatic preacher called Jesus of Nazareth, and 
it changed everything.”1

 
Friends, this is why the life of Peter is so compelling.  He is nobody telling everybody about 
somebody.  When you have an exalted Christology and a realistic anthropology, no one and 
nothing surprises you.  Everything about Peter speaks to me.  
 

Peter is part of a much larger Story.  It is a Story even he himself did not see coming.  Peter was 
a sinner saved by the grace of God.  It was a grace needing to be revealed.  He was rough and 
impetuous.  He acted before he thought and was much loved by those who saw through his 
fidgety and unsettling demeanor.  Peter encountered the living Christ.  This same Jesus saved 
Him and Peter loved Him for it.  Peter is a proclaimer of the Story.  He is part of the whole. 
 

I. Peter’s Past 

 

A. He was from the town of Bethsaida as was Philip (John 1:44). 

B. He had siblings (Andrew) and was a fisherman by trade (Matt. 4:18; 10:2) 

 

Andrew brought Peter to Jesus (John 1:40, 42).  How “cool” is that! 
 

C. He was married w/ a mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14) 

 

II. Peter’s Personality (Matt. 14:28, 29; John 18:10, 11) 

 
28 “Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.’  29 And He said, ‘Come!’ 

and Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus” (Matt. 14:28, 29). 

 
10 “Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear; 

and the slave's name was Malchus.  11 So Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which 

the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?’” (John 18:10, 11). 

 

A. He was loud 

B. He was rough.  He appears as if he lacked social protocol or etiquette.   

C. He was inquisitive 

D. He was always the first to speak and act [i.e. impulsive].  He would say things 

where people would shudder, recoil, or question whether they actually heard what 

he said. 
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E. He was out front by default [this didn’t make him a leader, only the guy who was 

pushing forward] 

F. He was devoted [if he liked you, it was a good thing.  If he didn’t . . .] 

 

Peter was willing to put himself out there for the Lord.  Personally, I do not think he became 

this once he was saved.  I think Peter had this type of personality.  He was a risk taker and a 

very gutsy type of person.  He thought only after the fact of the act.  He moved and chose before 

he thought and considered.  Peter was the person you looked at and either shook your head 

thanking God you were not married to him, or you loved being around him. 
 

At some point, someone is going to tell Peter to “shut up!”  Yet the inquisitive pursuit is not an 
end, but a means to an end.  Some people are simply always asking questions, but such asking 
pushes the answer out.  This was/is true of me and it is true of all who follow Jesus. 
 

He would make grand statements.  He was a man of extremes.  Some would say, “Excessive.”  

He was a man of intense emotion, a shooting star and a firebrand. 
 

III. Peter’s Profession (Matt. 16:13-20) 
 

16 “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ . . . 18 ‘I also say to you that you 

are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it:” (Matt. 

16:16, 18). 

 

Peter believed in Jesus as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the Blood 

Picture.  Peter’s failure is so prominent that some question whether Peter was saved at certain 

moments in the Story.  Friend, the gospel is glorious, not despite his failure but because of his 

failure. 
 

IV. Peter’s Problem 
 

11 “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For prior 
to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began 
to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 13 The rest of the Jews joined him 
in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw 
that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, ‘If 
you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live 
like Jews?’” (Gal. 2:11-14). 

 

A. He was always the first to speak and act 

B. He was always the last to think and consider 

C. He feared what others thought of him 
 

When Peter “ate” it, he went big!  What prompted Peter to do what he did?  The text tells us 

fear.  Fear of not being accepted or looked poorly upon caused him to act counter to the 

gospel.  When you understand there is nothing you can do to undo what God has done, you 
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need not fear the face of man.  One of the problems with hypocrisy is that is appear to pull 

others into it. 
 

V. Peter’s Pursuit (1 and 2 Peter) 
 

Peter’s failure did not change his faith.  Knowing what we do of Peter in the Gospels, the 
Corinthians and in the Book of Galatians should color how we read his Letter to those called 
aliens because of their calling.  It is with this in mind, I would like us to consider the First and 
Second Letters of Peter the Apostle. 
 

Shepherding the flock (What is the Next Step?) 

How many times have we seen a church named, “The Church of the Crowing Rooster?”  

Friend, if you have never heard the rooster crow, then you are self-deceived.  Only the broken 

find the gospel glorious. 
 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, love and power. 

 
Refrain 

I will arise and go to Jesus, 
He will embrace me in His arms; 
In the arms of my dear Savior, 

O there are ten thousand charms. 

 
Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome; 

God’s free bounty glorify: 
True belief, and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings us nigh— 

Without money 
Come to Jesus Christ and buy. 

 
Refrain 

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 
Lost and ruined by the fall; 
If you tarry till you’re better, 
You will never come at all. 

 
Refrain 

View Him prostrate in the garden; 
On the ground your Maker lies. 
On the bloody tree behold Him; 
Sinner, will this not suffice? 

 
Refrain 

Lo! th’incarnate God ascended, 
Pleads the merit of His blood: 

Venture on Him, venture wholly, 
Let no other trust intrude. 
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Refrain 
Let not conscience make you linger, 

Not of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him. 

 
Refrain 

 
Friend, you are broken, may you find Jesus enough in this life and in the life to come. 

 

1. Look at your own life.  To whom do you compare yourself?  What is your assessment?  Let me 
assure you, it is wrong.   

 
First, what we need to understand is how Peter did not stop being what he was.  Before Peter followed 

Jesus, he was loud, rough, and impulsive and . . . .  After Peter began following Jesus, he was loud, rough, 

and impulsive and . . . . 

 

People speak of the great change that took place in Peter’s life after the denial and on the Day of Pentecost, 

but somehow hiccup when we find him in Galatians confronted by Paul for being partial and 

hypocritical.  It is the same person!  Please, join me as I soar and fly, but also be with me when I grovel, 

crash, and burn. 

 

If there were seminars or conference on the deeper life or the ten steps to victory, Peter did not receive 

the memo or did receive the invitation and simply ignored it altogether.   Peter was perpetually 

stumbling in his pursuit of Jesus and its okay. 

 
2. We should have a high Christology.  We should also have a low anthropology.  During Winter 

Camp with our youth, I would often say, “You guy impress me, but remember I have low 
expectations!” 

 
Never stop believing.  Do not define yourself by your calamity, but by your identity.  Learn to have a 

high Christology and a very low anthropology.  It is because you are a mess, you need the gospel and 

you never stop needing the gospel.  Learn to stop playing games.  Is there anyone beside your spouse 

that knows what a mess you are? 

 
3. God has you were He wants you and you are exactly where God would have you to be at this 

time. 
4. Friend, like Peter let us live broken lives completely dependent on the person and work of Jesus 

Christ.  Let us together look to Jesus who is both author and finisher of faith. 
 

Let us understand why Peter wrote his first letter, “I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying 

that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).”  Let us allow whom Peter is to color 

what Peter wrote.  Peter understood grace because he understood failure.  Let us stop judging one 

another and come alongside of one another for gospel celebration. 
 

1 http://www.bible-people.info/Peter.htm  
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Date:  March 2, 2014 
Title:  The Apostle Peter in the New Testament 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The Apostle Peter pictures the normal Christian life with his confession, failure 

and resolve.  
 
Introduction:  
“Peter was an ordinary fisherman in Galilee, leading an ordinary life, but something quite out 
of the ordinary happened to him. He met a charismatic preacher called Jesus of Nazareth, and 
it changed everything.”1 
 
Friends, this is why the life of Peter is so compelling.  He is nobody telling everybody about 
somebody.  When you have an exalted Christology and a realistic anthropology, no one and 
nothing surprises you.  Everything about Peter speaks to me.  
 
“According to New Testament accounts, Peter was one of twelve apostles chosen by Jesus from 
his first disciples. Originally a fisherman, he was assigned a leadership role and was with Jesus 
during events witnessed by only a few apostles, such as the Transfiguration. According to the 
Gospels, he confessed Jesus as the Messiah, was part of Jesus' inner circle, denied Jesus, and 
preached [Jesus] on the day of Pentecost.  
 
According to Christian tradition, Peter is said to have been crucified in Rome under Emperor 
Nero Augustus Caesar. It is traditionally held that he was crucified upside down at his own 
request, since he saw himself unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus Christ. Catholic 
tradition holds that Saint Peter's site of crucifixion is located in the Clementine Chapel, while his 
mortal bones and remains are contained in the underground Confessio of St. Peter's Basilica, 
where Pope Paul VI announced the excavated discovery of a first-century Roman cemetery in 
1968. Every June 29 since 1736, a statue of Saint Peter has been crowned in St. Peter's Basilica 
with a papal tiara, ring of the fisherman, and papal vestments, as part of the Feast of Saints Peter 
and Paul.”2

 
Before we study his letter to the chosen who have become citizens of another country, let us 
examine the New Testament record of the apostle and see how what he writes is colored by who 
he is. 
 
The Storyline: 
 
Peter is part of a much larger Story.  It is a Story even he himself did not see coming.  Peter was 
a sinner saved by the grace of God.  It was a grace needing to be revealed.  He was rough and 
impetuous.  He acted before he thought and was much loved by those who saw through his 
fidgety and unsettling demeanor.  Peter encountered the living Christ.  This same Jesus saved 
Him and Peter loved Him for it.  Peter is a proclaimer of the Story.  He is part of the whole. 
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The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know this same Jesus for the saving of our souls. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to rest in His finished work. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of knowing it isn’t about us and our 

performance, but Jesus and His. 
 
Outline: 
 
To facilitate our study, we will journey with the apostle through the canonical record. 
 

I. Peter of the Gospels - His humanity 
 
The record is extensive in the four Gospels.  I will choose only Matthew and John.  His record is 
enough to give us a sufficient portrait of the man Peter. 
 

A. Peter was from the town of Bethsaida as was Philip (John 1:44). 
 

“Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter” (John 1:44). 

 
“Bethsaida, an ancient city on the north side of the Sea of Galilee,  is a "tale of two cities" - an 
Iron age city of the land of Geshur, and a Roman city known as Julias. According to the New 
Testament, BethSaida was known as the birthplace of the Apostles Andrew, Peter, and Philip 
(John 1:44): "Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter". The area of Bethsaida 
was referred in the new testament in conjunction with two of Jesus miracles: healing the blind 
man  (Mark 8 22:"And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him....."),  and 
the first feeding of the Multitude (Luke 9 16: ""And the apostles, when they were returned, told 
him all that they had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place 
belonging to the city called Bethsaida...").    Later, Jesus cursed Bethsaida since its Jewish 
residents did not follow his teachings (Matthew 11 21: "Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes"). Indeed, the cursed city was 
destroyed during the 4th Crusade AD.  The quest for the exact location of Bethsaida has been 
one of the great mysteries of the past hundreds of years.  This area of the northern part of the 
Sea of Galilee has many ancient sites due to its strategic place: a crossing of the ancient trade 
routes, a year round flow of water, the fish and game that can be found around the site, and the 
fertile soil in the area. There are many scattered ruined villages at the area, and for many years 
it was not clear which one of them is the village that Jesus has visited and performed miracles. 
Finally, we may now have the answer to this mystery. According to recent excavations, Khirbet 
et-Tel ("the Tell") is the right candidate for Bethsaida ("the house of the hunt").”3 
 
“It is within this 20-kilometer triangle formed by the three ancient cities of Bethsaida, Chorazin 
and Capernaum that most of Jesus’ teachings were said to have taken place. For this reason it is 
often referred to as the Evangelical Triangle.”4 
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B. Peter had siblings (Andrew) and was an angler by trade (Matt. 4:18; 10:2). 
 

“Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen” (Matt. 4:18). 

 

“Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother” (Matt. 10:2). 

 
Andrew brought Peter to Jesus (John 1:40, 42).  How “cool” is that! 
 

C. Peter was married (Matt. 8:14; 1 Cor. 9:5) 
 

“When Jesus came into Peter's home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever” (Matt. 8:14). 

 
The idea that Peter was not married is unsustainable.  It would appear crazy to have a mother-
in-law, if one did not have a wife. 
 
It is interesting to note Paul only refers to Peter as Cephas in 1 Cor. 1:12; 3:22; 9:5; 15:5 and 
Galatians 1:18; 2:9, 11, 14.  And he only calls him Peter in Galatians.  Jesus uses the name Cephas 
once (John 1:42). 
 

D. Peter was passionate. 
 

Peter was willing to put himself out there for the Lord.  Personally, I do not think he became 

this once he was saved.  I think Peter had this type of personality.  He was a risk taker and a 

very gutsy type of person.  He thought only after the fact of the act.  He moved and chose before 

he thought and considered.  Peter was the person you looked at and either shook your head 

thanking God you were not married to him, or you loved being around him. 

 

He would make grand statements.  He was a man of extremes.  Some would say, “Excessive.”  

He was a man of intense emotion, a shooting star and a firebrand. 

 

1. He walked on water (Matt. 14:28, 29). 
 

28 “Peter said to Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."  29 And He said, "Come!" 

And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus” (Matt. 14:28, 29). 

 
Of all the disciples, only Peter challenged the Lord and responded to the invitation. 
 

2. He was the first to speak (Matt. 16:16, 18; 17:4 [a leader by default, 26:40]). 
 

16 “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ …  18 ‘I also say to you that you 

are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it’” (Matt. 

16:16, 18). 
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“Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one 

for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah” (Matt. 17:4). 

 
8 “Peter said to Him, ‘Never shall You wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have 

no part with Me.’ 9 Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my 

head’” (John 13:8, 9). 

 
Peter was always the first to speak.  Which was not always wise.  I want to believe Peter often 
apologized and was contrite and humbled. 
 

3. He was part of the three (Matt. 17:1; 26:37). 
 

“Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them up on a high 

mountain by themselves” (Matt. 17:1). 

 
“And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed” (Matt. 

26:37). 

 
Why Peter was a part of the three is unknown.  God alone knows why Peter was a part of this 
inner circle. 
 

4. He claimed he would never deny the Lord (Matt. 26:33, 35). 
 

33 “But Peter said to Him, ‘Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.’ . . . 35 Peter 

said to Him, ‘Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.’ All the disciples said the same thing too” 

(Matt. 26:33, 35). 

 
5. He claimed he would lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:36-38) 

 
6. He followed when others fled (Matt. 26:58, 69, 73; John 18:15-18). 

 
“But Peter was following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and 

sat down with the officers to see the outcome” (Matt. 26:58). 

 

“Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You too were 

with Jesus the Galilean’” (Matt. 26:69). 

 

“A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for even the way 
you talk gives you away” (Matt. 26:73). 

 
15 “Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high 

priest, and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, 16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. 

So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought 

Peter in.  17 Then the slave-girl who kept the door said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of this man's disciples, 

are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’  18 Now the slaves and the officers were standing there, having made a charcoal 

fire, for it was cold and they were warming themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and 

warming himself” (John 18:15-18). 
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Although Peter is the one who denied the Lord, it is also notable that Peter was still following.  
Some suggest Peter followed in order to find occasion to rescue His Lord.    
 

7. He wept bitterly at his inability to “save” his Lord/friend (Matt. 26:75) 
 

“And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three 

times." And he went out and wept bitterly” (Matt. 26:75). 

 
Peter wept at his failure to save his friend.  Jesus restored Peter by enabling Peter to forgive 
himself.  His Lord’s death was part of God’s strange plan of redeeming sinners. 
 

E. Peter was inquisitive (Matt. 15:15; 17:24, 26; 18:21; 19:27; John 6:68; 13:6, 8, 9, 36, 37). 
 
Peter was always asking questions. 
 

“Peter said to Him, ‘Explain the parable to us’” (Matt. 15:15). 

 

“Then Peter came and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? 

Up to seven times?’” (Matt. 18:21). 

 

“Then Peter said to Him, ‘Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for 

us?’” (Matt. 19:27). 

 

Simon Peter answered Him, ’Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life’ (John 6:68). 

 

“So He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, ‘Lord, do You wash my feet?’” (John 13:6). 

 
36 “Simon Peter said to Him, ’Lord, where are You going?’ Jesus answered, ‘Where I go, you cannot follow 

Me now; but you will follow later’  37 Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will 

lay down my life for You’” (John 13:36, 37). 

 
20 “Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned 

back on His bosom at the supper and said, ‘Lord, who is the one who betrays You?’  21 So Peter seeing him 

said to Jesus, ‘Lord, and what about this man?’” (John 21:20, 21). 

 

At some point, someone is going to tell Peter to “shut up!”  Yet the inquisitive pursuit is not an 
end, but a means to an end.  Some people are simply always asking questions, but such asking 
pushes the answer out.  This was/is true of me and it is true of all who follow Jesus. 
 

F. Peter was impulsive (Matt. 16:22, 23; 26:33, 35; John 18:10, 11; John 21:2, 3, 7, 11). 
 
This is perhaps the quality I most relate to.   
 

22 “Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen 

to You.’  23 But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for 

you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's’” (Matt. 16:22, 23). 
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10 “Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear; 

and the slave's name was Malchus.  11 So Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which 

the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?’” (John 18:10, 11). 

 
2 “Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, 

and two others of His disciples were together.  3 Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said 

to him, ‘We will also come with you.’ They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught 

nothing” (John 21:2, 3). 

 

“Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ So when Simon Peter heard that it 

was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the 

sea” (John 21:7). 

 
G. Peter was shameless (John 13:6, 8, 9). 

 
“So He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, ‘Lord, do You wash my feet?’” (John 13:6). 

 

“Peter said to Him, ‘Never shall You wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have 

no part with Me’” (John 13:8). 

 

“Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head’” (John 13:9). 

 
H. Peter was “raw” (John 18:25-27). 

 
25 “Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, ‘You are not also one of His 

disciples, are you?’ He denied it, and said, ‘I am not.’  26 One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative 

of the one whose ear Peter cut off, said, ‘Did I not see you in the garden with Him?’ 27 Peter then denied it 

again, and immediately a rooster crowed” (John 18:25-27). 

 
You never had to wonder where Peter was emotionally or personally.  If you were 
uncomfortable around transparent and vulnerable people, Peter would make you very 
uncomfortable.  He lived his life inside out. 
 

I. Peter was one of the first to witness the empty tomb (John 20:2-6). 
 

2 “So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They 

have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.’  3 So Peter and 

the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb.  4 The two were running together; and the 

other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first . . . 6 And so Simon Peter also came, 

following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there” (John 20:2-4, 6). 

 
J. Peter was a follower of Jesus (John 21:15, 17). 

 
15 “So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me 

more than these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Tend My lambs.’ 

. . . 17 He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me?’ Peter was grieved because He 

said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You know 

that I love You.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend My sheep’” (John 21:15, 17). 
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This is Peter’s glowing quality.  He loved Jesus and was noted as one who had been with Jesus. 
 
If you could not accept Peter for what he was, you would not be his friend.  You would either 
love him to death or be consumed by his concentrated emotion.  I like Peter, for in him I see 
myself. 
 

II. Peter of the Acts – preaching 
 

A. Peter was a leader in the early church (Acts 1:15; 2:14, 37, 38; 4:8, 19; 5:3, 8, 9; 8:14, 20; 
9:32, 34, 38, 39; 15:7 [Part of the leadership at the Jerusalem Council / last occurrence 
of Peter’s name in the Book of Acts]; Gal. 2:7-9). 

 
He was significant enough to have a following (1 Cor. 1:12; 3:22).  I do not know if he was a 
“natural born leader,” but I do know Peter was the kind of guy who either led, followed or got 
out of the way. 
 

“Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ” 
(1 Cor. 1:12). 
 
“Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; 
all are yours” (1 Cor. 3:22). 

 
I do not believe Peter sought leadership.  I believe he became a leader by default. 
 

B. Peter performed miracles (Acts 3:6, 12; 5:15; 9:40). 
C. Peter was known as one who knew Jesus (Acts 4:13). 

 
Like King David, he was a man after God’s own heart. 
 

D. Peter was obedient (Acts 5:29). 
E. Peter received revelation (Acts 10). 
F. Peter was humble (Acts 10:25, 26). 

 
Peter was uncomfortable being in the spotlight. 
 

G. Peter was impartial (Acts 10:34, 45; 11:2).  God used Peter to initiate the gospel to the 
Gentiles. 

H. Peter was delivered from prison (Acts 12:5, 6, 7, 11, 14, 16, 18). 
I. Peter was the apostle to the Jews (Gal. 2:7, 8). 

 
III. Peter of the Galatians – faltering 

 
Peter’s failures are as powerful as are his successes. 
 

A. His denial in the Garden of Gethsemane 



12 

 

B. His denial of Gentile believers 
  

11 “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For prior 
to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began 
to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 13 The rest of the Jews joined him 
in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw 
that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, ‘If 
you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live 
like Jews?’” (Gal. 2:11-14). 

 
What prompted Peter to do what he did?  The text tells us fear.  Fear of not being accepted or 
looked poorly upon caused him to act counter to the gospel.  When you understand there is 
nothing you can do to undo what God has done, you need not fear the face of man.  One of the 
problems with hypocrisy is that is appear to pull others into it. 
 

IV. Peter of the Letters – pastoral 
 
Knowing what we do of Peter in the Gospels, the Corinthians and in the Book of Galatians 
should color how we read his Letter to those called aliens because of their calling.  It is with this 
in mind, I would like us to consider the First and Second Letters of Peter the Apostle. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Look at your own life; to whom do you compare yourself?  What is your assessment?  Let 
me assure you, it is wrong.   

2. First, we should have a high Christology.  Second, we should have a low anthropology.  
During Winter Camp with our youth, I would often say, “You guy impress me, but 
remember I have low expectations!” 

3. God has you were He wants you and you are exactly where God would have you to be 
at this time. 

4. Friend, like Peter let us live broken lives completely dependent on the person and work 
of Jesus Christ.  Let us together look to Jesus who is both author and finisher of faith. 

 
 

1 http://www.bible-people.info/Peter.htm  
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter  
3 http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/Bethsaida.html  
4 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/geo/Bethsaida.html  

                                                           


