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Title:  “Five Parting Commands for a Unified Fellowship” 
Text:  1 Corinthians 16:13-14 
Theme: Staying focused on Christ in ministry will keep the body protected from 

division and unified around Him. 
 

Questions: 
1. How much does love dictate what you do? 
2. Right now, are you where you once were, have you grown in your knowledge 

of Christ, or have you decreased in your knowledge of Christ? 
3. Are you taking whatever steps necessary to grow in your knowledge of 

Christ, and are you growing in your love for Christ and His church? 
 
The eternal view: 
At the end of life no one will have loved too much. 
 
Our present danger: 
In the absence of love, our obedience is driven by duty, not devotion.  Duty bound 
obedience cultivates the root of bitterness in the soul of man.  Attentiveness, resolve, 
courage, and strength, individually or collectively, are of lesser value in the absence 
of love.  Love is what makes the actions described Holy Spirit generated, not simply 
works of the flesh.   
 
There is a subtle form of spirituality that measures success by outward conformity.   

� Not leaving your spouse is not the same as loving your wife. 
� Not quitting your job is not the same as gratitude for your job. 
� Not spanking your child is not the same as spending time with your child. 
� Going to church is not the same as worshipping when you are there. 

The list is endless.  The Holy Spirit wants us to understand that in the absence of 
love the following commands are of little eternal value. 
 
Intellect - Making it Personal: In the absence of love, nothing else matters.  In the 
presence of love, nothing else matters. 
Volition - Action Step: Choose to love the Lord first and then set your affection on 
those whom the Lord love’s both the lost and His church. 
Emotion: Think right, choose right, then you will feel right.  When you think 
thoughts about God’s love, you will make loving choices, and you will feel love for the 
lost and for His church. 
 
Introduction: 
These two verses may not seem to say much at first glance, but they appear to sum 
up the application of all that Paul has been saying in this epistle.  Although there are 
five commands in these two verses, we would err if we saw them as being 
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significantly different, rather than seeing them as saying the same thing.  (See 
further, [R.C.H. Lenski, Commentary on the New Testament, 1 Corinthians, 772]).   
 

“The terms are taken from the position of an army ready for battle.”  (Frederic Louis 
Godet, Commentary on First Corinthians, Kregel Reprint Library, 1979, 892). 

 
The Message 

“Keep your eyes open, hold tight to your convictions, give it all you've got, be resolute, 
and love without stopping” (1 Cor. 16:13, 14 The Message) 

 

New Living Translation 
“Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous.  Be strong. And do everything 
with love” (1 Cor. 16:13, 14 New Living Translation) 

 
“He writes four brief, coordinate admonitions and then ties the four together into a 
final unit.  The five tenses are present to express durative and continuous actions.”  
(R.C.H. Lenski, Commentary on the New Testament, 1 Corinthians, 772). 

 
Paul is pulling all of his thoughts together and charges the church with the following 
descriptions.  Let us begin with the very first one. 
 
I. “Do not fall asleep at the wheel” - Be on the Alert (v. 13a). 

 
"Be on the alert" was a term commonly used to describe a sentry at his post.  It means 
to be wakeful and watchful because there are enemies in the area. The sentry's role is 
crucially important. If he falls asleep or allows himself to be distracted, the enemy may 
infiltrate or achieve surprise in his attack—and lives may be lost.  
http://www.xenos.org/teachings/nt/1cor/gary/1cor16-2.htm 

 
It literally means, “To keep awake.”  Just as our Lord warned the disciples to be on 
the alert and not to be surprised by His return, so Paul gives the same admonition. 
 

42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 43 
But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed 
his house to be broken into. 44 For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour when you do not think He will” (Matt. 24:42-44). 

 
2 “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief 
in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come 
upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like 
a thief; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of 
darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober” (1 
Thess. 5:2-6). 

 
One could hardly say the Corinthians were “on the alert.” Some were denying the 
resurrection of the dead. They were surely not living as though the Lord’s return was 
at hand and as though He would judge men according to their deeds. They did not 
even recognize God’s judgment among them at that time (see 1 Corinthians 11:17-
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34). They were tolerant toward one living in shocking sin (chapter 5), taking one 
another to court (chapter 6), and participating in heathen idol-worship rituals 
(chapters 8-10). It was time for them to wake up. 
 
The people of God are always called upon to be watchful (Matt. 24:42, 43; 25:13; 
26:38, 40, 41 [same word used by Mark and Luke]).  Paul, as well as Peter, also calls 
believers to watchfulness (Col. 4:2; 1 Pet. 5:8).  John in Revelation calls the church to 
watchfulness (Rev. 3:2, 3; 16:15).  Why this persistent call to watchfulness? 
 

� We are to be watchful so that we are not caught off guard (Gospels). 
� We are to be watchful in prayer (Col. 4:2). 
� We are to be watchful because the devil in on the prowl for our 
destruction (1 Pet. 5:8). 

� We are to be watchful because we are weak (Rev. 3:2). 
 
Our propensity is toward drift, and such a drift is not toward God, but away 
from Him.  It is always amazing to me at how numbly we live our Christian lives.  We 
make no effort to “seek first the kingdom of God,” and then we wonder why there is 
so much unrest in our souls.  Corporate worship on Sunday morning is a result of 
soul preparation Monday through Saturday.  If you have not worshipped prior to 
coming to church, you will not worship in church.   
 
Although my personal prayer and bible study is not meriting divine favor, it is a 
means of appropriating through discovery the truths needed for persistent 
watchfulness. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: 
Many of us have had the sickening feeling of falling asleep at the wheel.  We have no 
idea as to how it happened, but we wake with a jerk and a start only to realize that 
we are driving a forward moving car!  Paul calls us to “Be on the alert” lest we fall 
asleep at the wheel. 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  
Often when I am driving with my wife, she can sense when I am falling asleep at the 
wheel.  When this begins to happen she has an invested interest in keeping me 
awake since our lives are inseparably linked at that moment in time.  When she 
senses me falling asleep she will do whatever is necessary to keep me awake.  
Whether it is pinching me or squirting me with water, or slapping me, she does not 
really care how annoyed I will be at this intrusion.  Her goal is to keep me awake in 
order that we might both arrive home safely.  
 

“The Corinthians were sunk in carnal security, and exposed to all the seductions 
which arise from it.”  (Frederic Louis Godet, Commentary on First Corinthians, Kregel 
Reprint Library, 1979, 892). 

 
How many people have fallen asleep in their Christian life?  You and I need to go to 
these people and wake them up.  At first they will take your “intrusion” with 
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annoyance, but ultimately they will be glad you took the time to wake them up.  Their 
alertness is for their own safety and for the safety of their families. 
 
Its Christological Application: 
When Jesus prayed through the night, when He stayed awake in prayer before His 
Father in the Garden of Gethsemane, He was alert.  May the Holy Spirit call us to the 
same pattern of attentiveness. 
 
II. “Do not backslide” - Stand firm in the faith (v. 13b). 

 
“Only the second of these four verbs has a modifier, the phrase ‘in the faith.’  It is ‘the 
faith’ regarding which we are also to be watchful, manly, and strong.  ‘In the faith’ is 
then to be matched by the corresponding phrase ‘in love’ which is found in the final 
admonition.  Faith is and must be first, love is and must be second.  Faith produces 
love, always; the very nature of the two does not permit a reversal.”  (R.C.H. Lenski, 
Commentary on the New Testament, 1 Corinthians, 773). 
 
"Stand firm" was a term commonly used to describe the proper response when under 
actual attack. It means to "dig in" and stubbornly refuse to give ground. Notice that 
the specific area in which we are to stand firm is "the faith." This refers to the content 
of our faith—the truths of scripture, the message of the gospel. Christian militancy 
involves being uncompromising about the truth.  
http://www.xenos.org/teachings/nt/1cor/gary/1cor16-2.htm 

 
The Corinthians were challenged by Paul to “stand firm in the faith.” It is all too 
obvious that false teachers were among them. The gospel message, by which they 
were saved, was being looked down upon as something less than the new “wisdom” 
that had been introduced (see 1 Corinthians 1-4; 2 Corinthians 11). Fundamentals of 
the gospel (i.e. the resurrection of the dead) were being forsaken (chapter 15). 
Another gospel was tolerantly accepted (2 Cor. 11:4). These saints needed to stand 
firm in the faith which Paul and the other (true) apostles had delivered to them. 
 
Paul and Peter use this idea elsewhere in . . .  
 

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1). 
 
11 “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil.  13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be 
able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  14 Stand 
firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON 
THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Eph. 6:11, 13, 14). 
 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way 
stand firm in the Lord, my beloved” (Phil. 4:1). 
 
“So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, 
whether by word of mouth or by letter from us” (2 Thess. 2:15). 
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“Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you 
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” (1 
Pet. 5:12). 

 

It is to our shame how we forsake the fundamentals of the faith for mere trinkets of 
thought.  We yawn at Christ as if He is exhaustible and thus boring.  This is a 
testimony against us, not Christ.  Our Christianity is so anemic that we do Him an 
injustice by identifying it as such.  Our acceptance of division and strife and apathy 
as normal is to our shame.  We must push past this atrocious expression of Christ 
and with determination move toward the biblical ideal. 
 

“The Christian who holds to his faith is like a solider who does not leave the ranks, 
however sorely pressed by the enemy.”  (Frederic Louis Godet, Commentary on First 
Corinthians, Kregel Reprint Library, 1979, 892). 
 
“We stand in the faith, not like a dead post that has been driven into the ground, but 
as a living tree that fixes its roots ever deeper into the ground.”  (R.C.H. Lenski, 
Commentary on the New Testament, 1 Corinthians, 773). 

 

Its Christological Application: 
Our Lord was sorely taxed, yet He never gave up or uttered a word in rebellion 
against His Father.  May the Holy Spirit be pleased to work this fruit in us and 
through us as we stand firm in the faith. 
 
III. “Grow up” - Act like men (v. 13c).  

 
“Act like men.” The contrast is not between men and women, but between acting like 
grown-ups and acting like children. Children are often very cocky until they meet 
formidable enemy—but then they panic and run away. 
  http://www.xenos.org/teachings/nt/1cor/gary/1cor16-2.htm 

 
We see this mature attitude in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. 

24 “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games 
exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but 
we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such 
a way, as not beating the air; 27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, 
after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:24-27). 

I believe Paul’s exhortation can have a two-fold application. 
 
First, stop being so childish and act like mature people.  Flee that which is evil and 
cling to that which is good.  Division is childish and unity is maturity.  Paul makes 
this clear in the earlier part of the letter and in Ephesians 4. 
 
This is a great tragedy in the Christian church.  We have longevity without maturity 
and exposure to truth without the assimilation of truth.  When we should be able to 
handle strong meat, we are still drinking milk.  I am convinced that this is not simply 
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the exposure to great theological systems, but to the ability to think in multiple 
disciplines and to be confronted by questions without buckling under the weight of 
inquiry.   
 
We are a people who wish to have all our foods strained and spoon fed when we need 
to learn how to prepare it ourselves and to enjoy the rich flavors that are contributed 
by multiple bodies.  Just think how bland life would be if you only ate one thing and 
never were exposed to the richer and more diverse contributes that exist worldwide.   
 

Second, there was a role reversal going on in Corinth. Women were casting off the 
symbols and the substance of their femininity (see chapter 11). At the same time, it 
looks like the men were relinquishing their roles and responsibilities as men. I think 
Paul is challenging the men to assume their God-given responsibilities and to assume 
the leadership in the church and in their homes. 
 
Its Christological Application: 
Jesus Christ always responded in a way that communicated incredible depth of spirit 
and thus stability.  May the Holy Spirit be pleased to make us a mature fellowship 
through a persistent application of what we know to be true in and through the 
Scripture. 
 
IV. “Do not be Afraid” - Be strong (v. 13d). 

 
Also, the Corinthians were encouraged to “be strong.” How ironic. These Corinthians 
despised weakness. This is what they did not like about the gospel or Paul (see 1 
Corinthians 1:18–2:6; 4:6-13; also 2 Corinthians 11-12). God uses the weak things to 
demonstrate His strength. By thinking and acting like those who were “strong,” the 
Corinthians were showing themselves to be spiritually weak. Paul was urging them to 
“be strong” in the Lord, and this would mean forsaking their human, culturally-
approved “strengths.” These people, who thought themselves strong and Paul weak (2 
Cor. 13:9), were the ones who needed to be strong. 
 
This is the content of Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3:16, “That He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit 
in the inner man.” 
 
Paul is not referring to physical strength, but to spiritual stamina and endurance.  It 
is only as we stand firm in the faith and mature in the faith that we will be biblically 
strong. 
 
Its Christological Application: 
Jesus Christ was an individual who walked by faith, not by sight.  A faith walk 
demands strength of spirit.  It is easier to default to our sight than it is to persist in 
faith.  May the Holy Spirit make us a people of faith.  May we have the courage to 
forsake sight and live by His faith. 
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V. “Do not be Selfish” - Let all that you do be done in love (v. 14). 
 
Finally, Paul exhorts the Corinthians to do everything they do in love (verse 14). 
Here we find one of the vital ingredients of the Christian life obviously missing in the 
church at Corinth. Paul had to devote an entire chapter to its description (chapter 
13). These saints were lacking in love, toward God and toward men. Love would 
radically change the church at Corinth.  Here is the answer to the problems within 
the fellowship. 
 
This is what puts the above four actions in their proper and biblical setting.   

� Be on the alert because of love 
� Stand firm because of love 
� Act like men because of love 
� Be strong because of love 

 
If any of the four actions are done in the absence of love, then we have nothing.  This 
is the point of 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.   
 

1 “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (1 Cor. 
13:1-3). 

 
The New Testament tells us that nothing else matters if we do not have love for one 
another.   
 

“Everything in the Corinthians congregation is to be and is to move in that sphere; 
nothing is to be outside of it.  Thus love is the final word.  The durative present tense, 
like the four preceding duratives, means that this love is to continue and is never to be 
absent.  It, too, will grow the more it is practiced.”  (R.C.H. Lenski, Commentary on the 
New Testament, 1 Corinthians, 775). 

 
As believers, we talk a good game but are very short on delivering the goods (1 John 
3:18).  This is a frank discussion on just how inept we are at being the body of 
Christ.  You would think we were asked to do the impossible, and in a sense, we are.  
But this ineptness is a result of our inability to focus on any one thing at any given 
time.  In our distractions we have become consumed by the shallow and unimportant 
at the expense of the fundamental and indispensable.   
 
Somehow we place loving God and one another and then our neighbor in opposition 
to everything else when loving God, the church, and our neighbor is where 
“everything else” begins and ends.   
 
In the absence of this one thing nothing else matters and in the presence of this one 
thing nothing else matters.   For example, holiness without love is cold legalism, and 
love without holiness is unstable emotionalism.  When the early church was 
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imploding over spiritual gifts and personality cults, Paul called them back to the 
biblical idea of love in 1 Corinthians 13. 
 
Notice the three prominent features of this short, but arresting, piece. 
 
First, love’s importance (vv. 1-3). 
 

1 “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (1 Cor. 
13:1-3). 

 
The statements are stark.  No matter what else one might do, in the absence of love it 
will not matter.  And no matter what one might do in the presence of love, it is 
appropriate and well-received (See further Luke 11:42, “You give God a tenth, but 
you neglect justice and the love of God”). 
 
Second, love’s description (vv. 4-8a). 
 

4 “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 
arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does 
not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 
rejoices with the truth;  7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. 8 Love never fails” (1 Cor. 13:4-8a).  

 
Notice also Romans 12:9, “Love must be sincere.”  Herein lies love’s difficulty.  Love is 
self-effacing.  Love is always putting the interests of others ahead of one’s own.  This 
is the “secret” of Philippians 2:3, and 4. 
 

3 “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one 
another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of others” (Phil. 2:3, 4). 

 
This is an aspect of love the religious leaders of our Lord’s day struggled with greatly 
(Luke 11:43).   
 
Finally, love’s endurance (vv. 8b-13). 
 

8b “but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they 
will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. 11 When 
I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I 
became a man, I did away with childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have 
been fully known. 13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of 
these is love” (1 Cor. 13:8b-13). 
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What situation, in life, finds love an unwelcome guest?  Love is always a proper 
response to any of life’s difficult movements. Love always builds up its recipient (1 
Cor. 8:1), “We know that we all possess knowledge.  Knowledge puffs up, but love 
builds up.”  Jesus in preparation for His cross-work, gives to His disciples during the 
upper room discourse information that was to change their lives.   
 
Notice the words of John 13:34, 35. 
 

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34, 35). 

  
Somehow we continue to trip over such a simplistic concept.  Biblical love, Christ-like 
love, is so self-effacing that often it is unseen and unappreciated by those who are 
the recipients of it.  But love we must.  We need to move the word love from one of a 
static existence to that of a life altering, Christ manifesting action.  Let us reflect on 
the following statements from the New Testament that unpack for us the nature of 
biblical love. 
 
A. Love seeks to do good to the un-loveable (Matt. 5:43-48).  

 
43 “You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate 
your enemy.' 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun 
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Therefore you are to be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:43-48). 

 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus communicates information depicting heaven on 
earth.  If we struggle with the simple admonition to love our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, how will we love the un-loveable?  Yet, Jesus clearly and openly loved those 
who were directly involved in His malicious and violent crucifixion (Luke 23:24 
[“Father forgive them”]). 
 
Biblical love, loves without reciprocation.  It is possible to give love without receiving 
it back in return.  From a human perspective such loving is supernatural.  Such love 
can only exist when God’s love flows through us to others.  Such love is impossible in 
the absence of God. 
 
Paul references this idea in Romans 5 where he says, “For one will hardly die for a 
righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die” 
(5:7). 
 
B. Love is so singular and passionate that it holds only one object as the focus of 
its most intense expression (Matt. 6:24).  
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“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth” (Matt. 
6:24). 
 

It is for this reason we are told to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength (Mark 12:30).  From this singular idea flows all other affections 
(Matt. 22:39).  It is for this reason Jesus would say, “Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (NIV Matt. 6:21).  This is the reasoning behind the statement, 
“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple” (Luke 14:26).  All other “loves” in comparison to this love are of no 
comparative consequence. 
 
The summation of the entire Mosaic Law is found in a singular and passionate love 
for God, and from this flows a love for one’s neighbor.  There is no possible way to 
reverse the order without destroying the individual.  When the biblical scholar heard 
the response of Jesus to the question, “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important,” he responded by saying, “To love Him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 
more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices” (Mark 12:32, 33). 
 
This same idea is present when John speaks of those Pharisees who believed but 
would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue, “for 
they loved praise from men more than praise from God” (John 12:42, 43). 
 
It is this same idea confronting Peter by the Lord in John 21:15-19. 
 

15 “So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, 
do you love Me more than these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ 
He said to him, ‘Tend My lambs.’ 16 He said to him again a second time, ‘Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to 
him, ‘Shepherd My sheep.’ 17 He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you 
love Me?’ Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And 
he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Tend My sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird 
yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to  go.’ 19 Now 
this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had 
spoken this, He said to him, ‘Follow Me!’ ” (John 21:15-19). 

 
We are very much like Peter; we talk a good story but find the reality behind it 
deficient.  This is the sad tale of Demas, who abandoned his love for the Lord and 
replaced it with a love for this present world (2 Tim. 4:10 [contrast with 1 John 2:15]).  
We might love many things, but only one thing will be the object of our most ardent 
affection. 
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C. Love for one’s neighbor is missional, whereas love for one’s brother is familial 
(Matt. 22:39). 

 
In Luke 10:25 and following, Jesus seeks to answer the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?”  The answer’s inclusive nature as to anyone in need rubs open a 
cloistered culture.  Neither love for one’s neighbor, nor love for one’s brother, are 
optional expressions.  Both flow from a primary and singular love for one’s God.   
 
Love for other believers is the fullest expression of one’s love for God (John 13:34, 
35). 
 

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another” (John 13:34, 35). 
 
15 “ ‘If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  21 He who has My 
commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be 
loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.’ 23 Jesus answered 
and said to him [Judas], ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 
love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him’ ” (John 14:15, 21, 23). 
 
1 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father 
loves the child born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:1-3). 

 
What are the commandments of God?  To love Him with all one’s mind, soul, heart, 
and strength, and flowing from this is to love one’s neighbor as oneself.  This is the 
commandment of God.  This is the idea behind Romans 13:8, “Owe nothing to 
anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law” 
as well as Romans 13:10, “Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.”  Paul echoes this same idea in Galatians 5:14, “For the whole 
Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AS YOURSELF’” and 6:2, “Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of 
Christ.”  It is also noted in James 2:8 “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law 
according to the Scripture, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,’ 
you are doing well.”  Love is the summation of all commandments throughout the 
Bible.  It is in the keeping of this one commandment that all other commandments 
are kept.  If you do not love the Lord first and foremost, then no other commandment 
is kept. 
 
What does love for one’s brother in Christ look like?  Throughout the New Testament 
there are pictures of what this brotherly love looks like.  Consider the following 
passages. 
 

� Humbly serving one another (John 13:14; Gal. 5:13). 
� Love one another (John 13:34, 35; 15:12, 17; 1 Thess. 3:12; 4:9; 1 Pet. 1:22; 1 
John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11). 

� Be devoted to one another in brotherly love (Rom. 12:10a). 
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� Honor one another above yourselves (Rom. 12:10b; Phil. 2:3). 
� Live in harmony with one another (Rom. 12:16). 
� Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another 
(Rom. 13:8). 

� Stop passing judgment on one another (Rom. 14:13). 
� Let us make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification 
(Rom. 14:19). 

� Accept one another, then, just as Christ accept you (Rom. 15:7 [See also Eph. 
4:32]). 

� Greet one another (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Pt. 5:14). 
� There should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other (1 Cor. 12:25). 

� Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ 
(Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 4:18; 5:11). 

� Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love 
(Eph. 4:2). 

� Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you (Eph. 4:32 [See also Rom. 15:7; Col. 3:13; 1 Thess. 
5:15]). 

� Do not lie to each other (Col. 3:9). 
� Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good works 
(Heb. 10:24). 

� Do not slander one another (James 4:11). 
� Do not grumble against one another (James 5:9). 
� Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other (James 5:16). 
� Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling (1 Pet. 4:9). 
� Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another (1 Pet. 5:5). 

 
So you see, what it looks like is not that hard to picture.  Trying to “paint” that 
picture on the canvass of life by the brush of human effort is impossible.  The picture 
is Christ, and the artist is the Holy Spirit, and the canvass is the experiences and 
actions of one’s life.   Every problem that exists in any relationship is solvable if 
biblical love for one another exists.  All local church problems are resolved with this 
one idea.  Why is love such a powerful peace maker?  Because love covers a 
multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8).  It would seem in light of our present study, love is 
lacking in most local assemblies.  This is to our shame. 
 
If we could but love God first, then from that singular love will flow a consequential 
love for one another and our neighbors.  A lack of love for each other is simply an 
indication that we do not love God.  No matter how hard we might argue to the 
contrary, in the absence of a love for our brothers and sisters in Christ, we do not 
love God (1 John 3:10, 11; 4:7, 8; 19-21).    
 
D. Love’s reception is proportionate to the unworthiness of the object loved (Luke 
7:36-50). 

 
“For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved 
much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little” (Luke 7:47). 
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When we see our own unworthiness and begin to accept our own inevitable 
condemnation, then mercy and grace as expressions of His love are received with a 
deep sense of humility and gratitude.  The shallowness of our own love’s expression 
speaks poorly of how we view our own worth.  Because we fail to see ourselves for 
what we are, we fail to see the magnitude of God’s love expressed in punishment 
withheld and favor granted. 
 
E. Love’s greatest demonstration is in the Son, being sent by the Father, taking on 
human flesh and dies the shame filled death of the cross to secure for His 
people an eternal redemption (John 3:16). 

 
6 “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 
will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would 
dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:6-10). 

 
This text describes mankind as a weak, wicked, and warring group that stands in 
need and in direct opposition to God.  Despite his condition, God made him the 
object of His love, and in so doing secured for him deliverance from an eternal 
separation and bequeathed to him His eternal presence. 
 
It is His love for us that give us the picture of what our love for one another looks like 
(Rom. 15:7; Eph. 4:32; 5:2, 25).  His love initiates our love (1 John 4:10, 11, 19).  It is 
the Holy Spirit working in us and through us His love so that others might be loved 
(Gal. 5:22).  In the absence of Him first loving, we would never love Him or any one 
else (2 Thess. 2:13).  It is His love that moves us to act (2 Cor. 5:21).  Once we are in 
the clutches of His love, there is nothing that can remove us from being the object of 
His affection (Rom. 8:31-39). 
 
Its Christological Application: 
Romans 5 tells us that there is no greater love than what the Father did in sending 
His Son to be the Savior of the world.  Such love is deeply sacrificial.  May the Holy 
Spirit work such love in us and through us for His people and for the lost. 
 
Making it Personal: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
In closing, consider four prayers of the apostle Paul as it relates to this subject 
matter. 
 

� Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian believers was for them to be rooted and 
established in love and that they might know the love of God that surpasses 
knowledge (Eph. 3:17-19). 
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� Paul’s prayer for the Philippian believers was for their “love to abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight” (Phil. 1:9). 

 
� Paul’s prayer for the Colossian believers was for them to be “encouraged in 
heart and united in love” (Col. 2:2). 

 
� Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonian believers was for the “Lord to make their 
love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else” (1 Thess. 3:12) 
and for “the Lord to direct their hearts into God’s love” (2 Thess. 3:5). 

 
Paul prays passionately for a renewed understanding and reception of love.  I believe 
it is because we are so prone to drift away from this most fundamental quality (See 
further Rev. 2:4). 
 
This expression is no respecter of person and knows no boundaries.  We are to be an 
example of love (1 Tim. 1:5; 4:12; 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22) by following hard after it, both in 
our youth and in our old age (Titus 2:2). 
 
The greatest manifestation of Christ to the world and to one another is in 
loving one another without condition, without requirement, without limit, and 

without reward.  Until this happens we will continue to stumble in our pursuit of 
Christ and His church.  Yet when it does happen, the world will not be able to resist 
the pull of His loving embrace.  May God open to us this most endearing expression 
of who He is to one another. 
 
Our condition forces us to confront our unloving spirit toward one another and 
toward the church.  You can talk all day about your love for Christ, but you love 
yourself more than you love Christ because you love yourself more than His people. 
 
Today, you need to repent of your wickedness and you need to beg the Holy Spirit to 
give you a consuming love for Christ, His church, and the lost. 
 
Mark Driscoll, in his work Reformission, speaks of three elements that must be 
present in every local church: the gospel, the church, and the culture.  I find his 
comments insightful and highly appropriate to all local churches.  He explains this 
with the following words. 
 
The gospel is our love for the Lord, the church is our love for one another, and the 
culture is our love for our neighbor.  He goes on to explain what happens if any one 
of the three are missing. 
 

� If you have the gospel and the culture without the church, you have a para-
church ministry. 

� If you have the gospel and the church without the culture, you have 
fundamentalism. 

� If you have the church and the culture without the gospel, you have liberalism. 
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Each one of those errors is present in our thinking.  Some of you love the gospel and 
the culture, but you have a low opinion of and commitment to the church.  Some of 
you love the gospel and the church, but have no desire to engage the culture.  And 
some of you love the culture and the church, but have no love for God. 
 
Friend, where are you at?  If you are fully engaged in the first four commands, but 
have not love, then you are missing Christ. 
 
Why is love so important and powerful in the local church and as an evangelistic 
tool?  Listen again to 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 
 

4 “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 
arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does 
not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 
rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things” (1 Cor. 13:4-7). 

 
What is lacking in the church and in this church?  Biblical love is lacking.  This lack 
is evident when we hear and see the kind of activity taking place in our fellowship.  
The good news is that the Good News makes this correctable. 
 
Making it Personal (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Stop sleeping spiritually; wake up and pursue God, His church, and the 

lost. 
2. Stop drifting theologically; wake up and study the Bible so that you might 

know God. 
3. Grow up and act mature spiritually. 
4. Stop getting beat up spiritually. 
5. Stop your anger and bitterness and start loving Christ and His Church. 


