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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 7 | LESSON 24a 

Letters – The Promise Explained Through the KING’S Church [Winter/Spring 2021] 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“Proclaim to You the Eternal Life” 

1 John 1:2 
1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life 

was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 

was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

 

What motivated John to write such a letter?  Perhaps we can surmise from the eight purpose statements 

found throughout his Letter of an existing problem within the church to which John wrote.  Because of 

the disruption caused by those who left (2:18, 19), John wrote to soothe their fragile conscience. Having 

people leave a local church is always unsettling. It disrupts the family.  John wrote this letter to enable 

and encourage the congregation.  

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know how the truth is always under assault. 

Q – What are the truths that John highlights in his Letter? 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to stand for truth against error’s assault. 

Q – What are the ways truth is under assault by the media, professional sports, Hollywood 

based movies, and perhaps even other churches? 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray God will strength you and His church to withstand the assault and to 

hold fast to Christ. 

Q – What are the kinds of action steps we might take to strengthen ourselves in truth and 

standing against error? 

 

  



 

2 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 
 

John presents his material through a series of contrasts.  John presents for his audience a contrast 

between truth and error, between belief and unbelief, and between life and death.  Each one of his 

purpose statements raises a standard against which error is measured and found to be wanting. 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 

Some within John’s fellowship left the church and in so doing caused those within the church to doubt.  

John’s intent is to calm their hearts. 
 

18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many 

antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, 

but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but 

they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us. (1 John 2:18, 19) 
 

This series of readings find us studying THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN.  It is a short letter [shortest in NT], 

but packed with wonderful truth.  The early church was visited by “wolves in sheep’s clothing” (Acts 

20:28, 29; 1 John 2:19).  Their presence agitated the flock.  Like real sheep when intruders are present, 

there is a significant emotional agitation takes place.  Pastor John works to identify the wolves and bring 

peace to his people.  His intent is to calm the people NOT CAUSE THEM AGITATION.  First John is not a 

test.  First John is a reminder of all one has IN CHRIST.  It is my prayer that John’s words would worm 

their way into our hearts and minds and bring the peace that is ours IN CHRIST JESUS.   

 

THE STRUCTURE:  

 

For this opening study, we will focus on John’s eight purpose statements found in the following verses. 

They answer the question, “Why did John write?” 

 

What motivated John to write such a letter?  By way of contrasting why John writes, with a supposed 

problem we can identify the problem within the church to which John wrote.  Because of the disruption 

caused by those who left John wrote to soothe their fragile conscience.  John wrote this letter to enable 

and encourage the congregation.  

 

John wrote to encourage fellowship and joy (1:1-4). 

 

1. 1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 

have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was 

Them / Then 



 

3 

manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 

the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, 

so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and 

with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete. (1 John 

1:1-4) 

John wrote to encourage them not to sin (2:1). 

 

2. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 

we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; (1 John 2:1) 

 

John wrote to encourage them that light is winning over darkness (2:7, 8). 

 

3. 7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you 

have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. 8 On the 

other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. (1 John 2:7, 8) 

 

John wrote to encourage them because their sins have been forgiven (2:12). 

 

4. I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name's sake.        

(1 John 2:12) 

 

John wrote to encourage them because they do know God (2:13, 14). 

 

5. 13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am 

writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I have written to you, 

children, because you know the Father. 14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him 

who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, 

and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. (1 John 2:13, 14) 

 

John wrote to encourage them because they do know the truth (2:21). 

 

6. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and 

because no lie is of the truth. (1 John 2:21) 

 

John wrote to encourage them to resist those who are trying to deceive them with error (2:26). 

 

7. These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. (1 John 2:26) 

 

John wrote to encourage them so that they would be confident of their salvation in Christ (5:13). 

 

8. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13) 
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BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 

 

Jesus is the only way that leads to all of the reasons as to why John wrote his Letter. 

 

 Seed – JESUS  
 

Jesus is the only one in whom all of the reasons as to why John wrote his Letter are known and 

experienced. 

 

 Blessing – Global 

 

Only in Jesus can we be fully and truly know and experience all of the reasons as to why John wrote his 

Letter. 

 

 

 

VISUALS | CRAFTS 
 

1. Have eight cups or buckets lined up in a straight line. Name the last cup 

or bucket, “Why John wrote.” Have eight balls [ping pong balls] or 

“whatever” that have written on it the eight purpose statements. Shoot 

at the goal. You could have eight buckets in a line and start nearness and 

work toward the furthest. You could put candy in each cup/bowl and as 

the ball makes it in, they can have a small piece of candy. 

2. You can also label several cups and make a pyramid and throw balls at it to knock 

it down. Each cup has one of John’s purpose statements.  

 

MEMORY VERSE:   
 

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life 

was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 

was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim 

also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 
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APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

This letter is an excellent opportunity for today’s believer to arm himself against the deceiver’s 

onslaughts in his attempt to overthrow true faith. 

 

May God grant us eyes that see and ears that hear. 

 

1. There are still wolves in sheep’s clothing who would divide and destroy the flock of God. 

2. Do not let them take you from the truth of the gospel. 

3. The GOSPEL is JESUS. 

 

RESOURCES: (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 


