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God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“Jesus is Superior to/Better than OT Sacrifices” 

Hebrews 9:1-14 
Hebrews 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through 

the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 12 and 

not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once 

for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

Jesus Christ alone and only can fix what is broken. 

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know how Jesus enters a better Temple to make a better sacrifice. 

Q – To whom does Jesus bring His offering and for whom is it brought? 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose Jesus as God’s final answer to the problem of your sin. 

Q – What are other “things” people chose hoping to have the forgiveness of their sin? 

 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray we will follow Jesus above all else and trust Him only for the 

forgiveness of our sin. 

Q – Why is trusting Jesus only a difficult thing to do? How do you “feel” when it is Jesus 

only? 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

I. A Better Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 

II. A Better Covenant (8:7-13)   

III. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-10) 

IV. A Better Sacrifice (9:11–10:18)  

Them / Then 
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 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 

There is something broken in our world.  We know this.  Our government attempts to fix the brokenness 

of fallen humanity by printing massive amounts of money and by seizing the property of the possessor 

through legislation and taxation.  Friends, if money could fix the human condition, then no expense 

should be spared.  But money cannot correct crookedness.  It cannot straighten thoroughly the intrinsic 

twisted condition of the human soul.   

 

THE STRUCTURE: 
 

 

I. A Better Sanctuary | Temple (9:1-10) 

 

A. The furniture of the Tabernacle described - The shadow (i.e. profile/silhouette) in the 

first covenant (vv. 1-5).  

B. The meaning of the ritual - The limitations in the first covenant (vv. 6-10 [“cannot 

make”]) 

 

i. Their activity never stopped  

 

1. Continually - “always, constantly” 

 

2. Entering – “Go in (eisiasin). Present active indicative of eiseimi, to go in, old 

verb, in N.T. only here, Ac 3:3; 21:18, 26.”1   

 

ii. They came as sinners for sinners – “he offers for himself and for the people” 

 

iii. Their activity is only a symbol (Heb. 9:9) – a parable – “to place alongside” cf. 8:5, 

copy, shadow, pattern. 

 

All those “things” preceding Jesus were only shadows pointing to something better. Jesus is the 

substance. 

 

Shadow 

 

 Col 2:16 Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a 

festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day-- 17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to 

come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 

 Heb 8:5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished 

of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things 

according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 

 Heb 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 

things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 

comers thereunto perfect. 
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iv. They looked forward to the day 

 

Their activity only related to food and drink (v. 10).  It could not address the deepest need. Verse ten 

uses the word “dia+orthosis.” It is a word made up of two words, dia and orthos meaning to “thoroughly 

straighten.” It is the only time it occurs in the New Testament. 

 

What the Old could not do, God, in Christ, would do. Only when Jesus comes do we encounter the “Time 

of Reformation.” Thus, the next section. 

 

II. A Better Sacrifice (9:11–10:18)  

 

The longing heart described in verses 6-10 is answered beginning in verse 11, “But when Christ 

appeared.” 

 

This is the great historic event that is the crux of history. "Christ came on the scene, and all was 

changed" (Moffatt).2 

 

Verse 11 speaks of the good things to come this is echoing the thoughts of verse 8, “The way into the 

holy place has not yet been disclosed.”  Jesus is the anticipated fulfillment of God’s promises. 

 

When compared to Mosaic tabernacle worship (vv. 1–10), the new covenant high priesthood of 

Jesus provides a single superior sacrifice in a superior heavenly tabernacle (which stands for 

God’s very presence); and thus it brings complete forgiveness of sins, eternal salvation, purified 

consciences, and direct access to God.3 

 

Verse 11 speaks of chapter 8 where Jesus made an offering at the heavenly altar.  I do not wish for us to 

miss what is being stated in our passage.  The truths spoken of permeate the Book of Hebrews.  Consider 

four thoughts as it relates to the value of His offering. 

 

 
12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the 

holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls 

and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the 

flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 

without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

 

A. A Precious Purchase (v. 12 “through His own blood”) 

B. A Permanent Purchase (v. 12 “once for all;” “obtained eternal redemption”) 

C. A Personal Purchase (v. 14 “your”) 

D. A Powerful Purchase (vv. 13, 14 “how much more;” “cleanse your flesh and your 

conscience”) 

 

1. The gospel has the power to liberate our oppression (v. 12b [Jesus frees us from sin’s 

slavery]) 
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2. The gospel has the power to cleanse our alienation (v. 14a [Jesus cleanses us from 

sin’s stain]) 

3. The gospel has power to redirect our affection (v. 14 “to serve the living God” [Jesus 

empowers us for holy service]) 

 

 
 

 

BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 
 

Only in Jesus do we enter into the land of rest. 

 

 Seed – JESUS  
 

Only in Jesus do we enter into the land of rest. 

 

 Blessing – Global 

 

Only in Jesus do we enter into the land of rest. 

 

Jesus is everything to which the Old Testament promises point. He is the fulfillment of every Old 

Testament promise, prophecy, and picture. Jesus only. 

 

 

 

VISUALS | CRAFTS 
 

1. Make sheep out of cotton balls and talk about the Old Testament and contrast 

that with Jesus. 

2. Make crosses out of popsicle sticks and why Jesus is the better sacrifice. 

3. You can attach lamb to a popsicle stick and put the passage on the stick. 

 

MEMORY VERSE:   

 

Hebrews 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered 

through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

creation; 12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered 

the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 
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APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

1. Friend, do you know this Jesus or are you still trying to fix your unrest and crookedness through other 

means? 

2. Are you free? 

3. My fellow pilgrims, Jesus Christ is enough in this life and in the life to come. 

 

Are you free?  I am not talking about freedom from this sin or that sin, but are you free in your 

relationship with God?  I’ve stated this from Tullian Tchividjian before but it’s worth stating again. 

 

Christian, please remember that Jesus plus nothing equals everything.  

 Because Jesus was strong for you, you’re free to be weak; 

 Because Jesus won for you, you’re free to lose; 

 Because Jesus was Someone, you’re free to be no one; 

 Because Jesus was extraordinary, you’re free to be ordinary; 

 Because Jesus succeeded for you, you’re free to fail. 

Preaching the gospel is the only thing that helps us take our eyes off ourselves and how we’re 

doing and fix our eyes on Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith. Jesus fulfilled all of God’s 

perfect conditions so that our relationship to God could be perfectly unconditional.4 

 

Whatever issue you deal with as a result of living in a fallen world, God addresses.  He heals broken 

hearts in the midst of any and all addictions, emotional aberrations, and immoral activity.  God is able. 

 

RESOURCES: (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 

1 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Hebrews 9:6. 
2 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Hebrews 911. 
3 http://www.esvbible.org/search/hebrews+9/ 
4 http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/tullian/2011/06/02/the-pitfall-of-perfectionism/  

                                                           


