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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 7 | LESSON 20a 

Letters – The Promise Explained Through the KING’S Church [Winter/Spring 2021] 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

Titus: An Introduction 

“The Knowledge of The Truth Which Is According to Godliness”  
Titus 1:1 

Titus 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of 

God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

 

Jesus works – “The Jesus Seed always produces Gospel Fruit.” 

 

Good works are a result of salvation. One can no more be saved without works than one can be saved 

by works. 

 

“The letter’s theme is the unbreakable link between faith and practice, belief and behavior. This truth 

is the basis for Paul’s criticism of false teaching, his instruction in Christian living, and standards he sets 

for church leaders.” 

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know the gospel. Jesus IS the gospel. 

Q – How does the gospel differ from the world in which it exists? 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to live each day for Jesus. 

Q – What does choosing to live each day for Jesus look like? 

 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray you will prize Jesus above all else and look for His soon return. 

Q – What are the kinds of things you can do throughout your day to keep Jesus first? 
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THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 
 

Comparing 1 and 2 Timothy to Titus. 

 1 Timothy emphasizes warfare and was written in 62AD. 

 Titus emphasizes work and was written between 1 and 2 Timothy. 

 2 Timothy emphasizes word and was written in 66AD. 

All three Letters were written after Acts 28. 

 

Both 1 Timothy and Titus emphasize CHURCH ORDER.  

2 Timothy is Paul’s farewell speech/letter. 

 

 Paul wrote 1 Timothy from Macedonia to Timothy in Ephesus. 

 Paul wrote Titus from Corinth to Titus in Crete. 

 Paul wrote 2 Timothy from Rome to Timothy in Ephesus. 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

Paul left Titus on the island of Crete to set things in order within the local church. 

 

 Theological Context 
 

Titus and “Doing” 

There is a distinction between the Indicative, the vertical, and what God did / does for us and 

the imperative, horizontal, and what we do for “one another.” Titus explains all of this. The stress point 

in the horizontal is NEVER what we do for God. Only what we do for one another as a result of what 

God did for us. 

 

This distinction and emphasis occur in the following verses. 

 They deny him by their works (1:16) 

 Unfit for any good work (1:16) 

 A model of good works (2:7) 

 Zealous for good works (2:14) 

 Not because of works done by us (3:7) 

 Devote themselves to good works (3:8) 

 Devote themselves to good works (3:14) 

 

  

Them / Then 
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THE STRUCTURE: 

 

A knowledge of the truth = leads to godliness (1:1) 

If this happens [cause / hypothesis] = then that will happen [conclusion] 

 

I. The knowledge of the truth accords with [leads to] godliness (1:1-4). 

II. Grace teaches godliness; purify for good works (2:11-14). 

III. The justified become heirs; those who believe in God are devoted to good deeds (3:4-8). 

 

FAITH / WORKS 

Show me your faith without works and I will show you my faith by my works (James 2:18). 

If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar (1 John 4:20). 

• One can no more be saved without works than one can be saved by works. 

• [although proof-texting �] the principle holds - Matthew 19:6 "So they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." 

You cannot separate faith from works. 

 

What was the PROBLEM? 

Two-fold 

1. They were reversing the order (sanctification [works] produces justification [salvation]). 

2. They were breaking the relationship; separating the two [justification and sanctification were 

two independent acts]. 

 

PROBLEM! Those who separate faith from works are . . .  

1. Empty Talkers (1:10) 

2. Turn Away from The Truth (1:14) 

3. Detestable / Disobedient / Unfit (1:16) 

4. Warn – Avoid (3:10, 11) 

 

What is the ANSWER? 

 We do not balance the two ideas as if they are equals. 

 We teach Jesus as the cause producing the good work as the consequence.  

 

Remember, MELODIC LINE = The Jesus Seed always produces Gospel Fruit. 

 

• In Titus, the false teaching / teachers separated The Jesus Seed from Gospel Fruit and/or put 

the Fruit in front of the Seed. 

 

Does it really matter? 

Yes! As a consequence of getting faith works wrong . . .  

 1:11 upsetting whole families 

 1:16 they deny Him by their works 

 2:5 Word not reviled 
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 2:8 opponent put to shame 

 2:10 adorn the doctrine of God 

 3:14 help cases of urgent need 

 

 
 

 

BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 

 

It is as the Christ life is lived out that the kingdom of God continues to move forward. This gospel fruit 

is the “tilling and filling” of Genesis 1:26-28 and Matthew 28:18. 

 

 Seed – JESUS  
 

Only the indwelling Christ and Spirit can cause us to become what God designed and desired. In the 

absence of Him, there is no life. 

 

 Blessing – Global 

 

It is the Christ life and Spirit led conduct that spreads God’s global blessing to all people in every 

nation. 

 

 

 

VISUALS | CRAFTS 
 

1. Bring in a mouse trap. When mice are not careful, the trap will kill them. The trap is the cause, 

death is the consequence. This is a negative example. A positive example of cause and effect 

would be better �. 

2. Have a glass of water and some ice cubes [separated]. The water when frozen results in ice. The 

cold causes water to become ice. 

 

MEMORY VERSE:   

 

Titus 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of 

God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 

 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 
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APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

1. Give yourself to understanding the Letter to TITUS. 

2. Ask the Holy Spirit to increase your appetite for the Word of God and to increase your 

understanding of the gospel. 

3. See Gospel Fruit as a Consequence of your relationship to Jesus and not the cause of your 

relationship to Jesus. 

4. Rest in Jesus knowing He is working in you and through you to those around you? 

 

RESOURCES: (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 


