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WRATH 
The Wrath of God 

Romans 1:18-32 

 

What is the HISTORICAL CONTEXT for the theology of Romans? 

 What does this sound like against OT Theology? 
 

 What does this sound like against Roman culture? 
 

WRATH 

 
I. The Revealing of His Wrath (v. 18).  

 
A. The wrath of God is continuous [is revealed | present indicative] 

 
1. The wrath of God is revealed in the Bible (John 3:36). 
2. The wrath of God is revealed in the cross of Christ (Rom. 1:18). 
3. The wrath of God is revealed in the natural world (Gal. 6:7, 8). 
 

B. The wrath of God is impartial [all ungodliness and unrighteousness] 
 

1. God’s wrath is seen as a past fact against sinners (Ps. 78:31). 
 

2. God’s wrath is seen as a present reality against sinners (John 3:36 [pres. act. 
indicative.]; Rom. 1:18 [pres. pass. Indicative.]; Eph. 5:6 [pres. pass. Indicative]; 
Col. 3:6 [pres. pass. Indicative]). 

 
3. God’s wrath is seen as a future terror against sinners (Rev. 14:10 [future middle 

indicative], 19; 15:1, 7; 16:1). 
 

II. The Reasons for His Wrath (vv.19, 21 [dioti “For This Reason” {1:19, 21; 3:20; 8:7 only 
time in Romans}]) 

 
A. Because they rejected the internal witness of creation (v. 19 [“Evident within 

them”]) 
 

B. Because they rejected the external witness of the creator (v. 21 [“From The Creation 
Of The World”]  

 
1. This information is cognitive (“known” gnostos)  

 
2. This information is clear (“clearly seen” hypox legomenon kathorao” “To 

look down, see from above, view from on high, to see thoroughly, perceive 
clearly, understand” [v. 20]) 
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3. This information is condemnatory (“without excuse” literally “no apology” 

[v. 20]) 
 

a. Ingratitude rejects God (v. 21 [“I will not acknowledge God”]) 
 

b. Independence rejects God (v. 22 [“I do not need God”]) 
 

c. Equality rejects God (v. 23 [“I am God”]) 
 

i. Men’s rejection of God was deliberate (v. 21a “They Knew God”) 
 

ii. Men’s rejection of God was degrading (v. 21a “They Became Vain”) 
 

III. The Results of His Wrath (vv. 24-32 [Therefore]) 
 

A. God gave them over to defiled hearts (v. 24) 
 

B. God gave them over to dishonorable passions (v. 26) 
 
C. God gave them over to debased minds (v. 28) 

 
IV. The Reward of His Wrath (vv. 27, 32) 

 
APPLICATION 
 

1. The world around us is a world under the wrath of God. God has taken that wrath upon 
Himself for all those who accept Him as their Savior and Lord. 

2. Let us not look with envy at those who reject God and live godless lives. They are under 
the wrath of God. 

3. Jesus has taken God’s wrath upon Himself at the cross and appeased the just sentence of 
God against us. He alone is our single means of avoiding God’s wrath. 
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The Wrath of God 

Romans 1:18-32 

 

 

What is the HISTORICAL CONTEXT for the theology of Romans? 

 What does this sound like against OT Theology? 
 
“The three main beliefs at the center of Judaism are Monotheism, Identity, and covenant (love 
of God).  

Monotheism - The main teachings of Judaism about God are that there is a God and there 
is only one God and that god is Yahweh. Only God created the universe and only He 
controls it. 
Identity - Judaism teaches that all people are made in the image of God. This is why 
people must be treated with dignity and respect. A person serves God by being like God. 
This means that they must do what is fair and just, show mercy, and behave with 
kindness and love for people. 
Covenant - Jews believe that God made an agreement called a “covenant” with Abraham, 
the ancestor of the Jewish people. The Bible says that God promised to bless Abraham 
and his descendants if they worshipped God and were faithful to him.”1 

 
How does this passage speak to those categories? 
 

 What does this sound like against Roman culture? 
 
We often think our present culture or society is worse than x, y, and z. But every age is evil. 
Rome and Corinth were no different than ours. 
 

Contrasting Value Systems 

“In Romans, Paul condemned Roman public and private immorality as a substitute for the one 
true God. As the essence of Roman immorality, the emperors incarnated the vice list in Romans 
1:29-31. The contrasting moral perspectives of polytheistic Romans with those of Christians were 
graphic. Roman morality was naturalistic and centered upon human definition, preference, 
achievement, and entertainment within Roman social, philosophical, and political values. God’s 
command (see Matt. 5:17-20) in the Scriptures defined Christian morality, and Jesus—the Son of 
God (Rom. 1:3-4) completely revealed that morality through His sinless life, teaching, and 
sacrificial death (1 Cor. 6:19-20).”2 
 
“The cross teaches us that God is angry with the sinner, and that his holy outrage against the 
sinner must be assuaged if the sinner is to escape his due punishment.  It is for this reason that 
a death occurred at Calvary.  When we look at Calvary and behold the Savior dying for us, we 
should see in his death not first our salvation but our damnation being borne and carried 
away by Him!”3  
 
“Indeed, the Book of Romans is one of the most profound books in existence; it is certainly one 
of the most valued parts of the Holy Scriptures. It has been appropriately termed the Cathedral 
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of the Christian faith. Its profound theology and impressive style were reason enough for it to 
be assigned the first place among the Pauline epistles.”  (Allen P. Ross) 
 
The purpose of this lesson is to see the justification of God’s wrath on those who reject His 
revelation.  
 
“After the apostle has designated the theme of his letter in 1:16-17, he now desires to present the 
individual components of his controversial gospel and to defend it against the criticism which 
has become voiced against Paul’s message all the way to Rome.”4     
 
Chapters 1:18-3:20 accent the depravity of man.  Three distinct groups are highlighted: 1:18-32 
the Gentiles, 2:1-3:8 the Jews, 3:9-20 the world.  As Paul writes he had chiefly in mind the pagan 
world and the people who did not have the law of God.  This section accents the depravity of 
man and the universal need for redemption. 
 

WRATH 

 
“For some the idea of the wrath of God is untenable.  Divine wrath, however, is a fact.  The 
wrath of God is the necessary reaction of His holiness to evil.  He takes issue with sin.  Because 
of His moral nature, his whole being reacts against immorality.”5 “His anger is never capricious 
or arbitrary like the deities in Greek mythology.”6  It is intensely personal. 
 
By noting the wrath of God, “Paul insists that the gravity of sin must be measured by the 
strength of the divine reaction it provokes.”7   
 
“God’s righteousness is being revealed, for God’s wrath is being revealed.”8   
 
“Paul never admitted to a division in God whereby wrath and righteousness were placed in 
opposition.”9   
 
“The connection between v. 18 and v. 17 is very close.  While the righteousness of God is 
revealed in the gospel to all those who believe, the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness.  God’s righteousness and God’s wrath, from the standpoint of the Old 
Testament, are antithetical concepts.  The former denotes the activity of God [and] the latter 
refers to his authority to penalize.  The wrath of God is at work where his gift and love are 
disdained, while the righteousness of God creates this love itself.”10   
 
“Revealed” occurs three times in Romans 

 Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith. 

 Ro 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

 Ro 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. 
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In Jesus Christ the rightness of God is openly displayed.  God is right in saving sinners and 
condemning the non-compliant.  The cross work of Jesus Christ reveals God’s wrath against sin.  
The cross is God’s response to sins atrocity.   
 
“Paul is concerned to indicate how this wrath of God can be just.  The answer is that the people 
on whom God’s wrath is visited have the truth but suppress it by their unrighteousness (v. 
18b).”11  We will follow Paul’s thoughts with four points.  
 

I. The Revealing of His Wrath (v. 18).  
 
In what event or individual is this wrath revealed?  What you and I know is often a shadow of 
the substance. Thus, when we speak of wrath or judgment, it is a wrath or judgment that is 
revealed in the horizontal or shadow. This “revelation” pales in comparison to the substance. 
God’s wrath is incomprehensible. 
 
“Verse 18 offers the overall heading for the explanations from 1:18-3:20.”12   
 
The revealing of God’s wrath is noted in two ways. 
 

A. The wrath of God is continuous [is revealed | present indicative] 
 
Stress is being laid on the continuous nature of the revealed wrath, “is being revealed.”   
 
“Revealed” is apokalupto.  It is a present middle | passive indicative.  “The word need not be 
totally eschatological, but has the sense of God’s displeasure at sin, the sense that God will not 
overlook sin.  [The] theological passive indicates God as the agent revealing his wrath.”13 
 
“There is a positive, dynamic, active expression of the divine displeasure.”14  Wrath as used here 
“indicates the deep-seated anger of God against sin.  This anger arises from His holiness and 
righteousness.”15  How is the wrath of God revealed?  Where can I see its revelation? 
 

1. The wrath of God is revealed in the Bible (John 3:36). 
2. The wrath of God is revealed in the cross of Christ (Rom. 1:18). 
3. The wrath of God is revealed in the natural world (Gal. 6:7, 8).16   
 

B. The wrath of God is impartial [all ungodliness and unrighteousness] 
 
Nothing and no one gets by.  The unsaved try to “hold down the truth.”  “They resent the 
indictments of conscience and try to suppress the truth which makes them aware of their 
moral accountability before God.  They fight against the truth that reveals their guilt and 
condemns them as lost and undone.  Men deny the fact of moral guilt.   They pretend to believe 
that there is no hell.  They try to laugh off the fact that this is a moral universe and that man will 
reap as he sows.  They rationalize and speculate, all because they do not want to face the truth 
that God’s wrath against sin is real.”17  Consider the parallels between this narrative and that of 
flood narrative (Gen. 6-9). 
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“God’s wrath upon the Gentile world is justified.  It is fitting and proper in spite of the fact that 
that segment of the world had, in Paul’s day, never heard the gospel.  The justness of the divine 
wrath springs from two facts: (1) that God has revealed Himself to all mankind (vv. 19, 20) and 
(2) man has rejected that revelation (vv.21-23).  In other words, the heathen are not condemned 
for failure to live up to a revelation they do not [have]; they are condemned because they have 
failed to live up to the light they do have.”18  
 
Paul saw all men as lost and without hope.  Everyone is going to hell . . . everyone.  All must 
hear or all will be damned.   The New Testament describes God’s wrath as having as its object 
sinners.  God’s wrath is seen as being three things. 
 

1. God’s wrath is seen as a past fact against sinners (Ps. 78:31). 
 

 Ps 78:31 The anger of God rose against them And killed some of their stoutest ones, And subdued the choice 
men of Israel. 

 
2. God’s wrath is seen as a present reality against sinners (John 3:36 [pres. act. 

indicative.]; Rom. 1:18 [pres. pass. Indicative.]; Eph. 5:6 [pres. pass. Indicative]; 
Col. 3:6 [pres. pass. Indicative]). 

 
 John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, 

but the wrath of God abides on him." 

 Rom. 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

 Eph. 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 

 Col. 3:6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, 

 
3. God’s wrath is seen as a future terror against sinners (Rev. 14:10 [future middle 

indicative], 19; 15:1, 7; 16:1). 
 

 Rev. 14:10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of 
His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. 

 Rev. 14:19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, 
and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God. 

 Rev. 15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, 
which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished. 

 Rev. 15:7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath 
of God, who lives forever and ever. 

 Rev. 16:1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the 
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God." 

 
“The picture in all of these passages is that God’s wrath is a very real and present matter, but 
will not be fully revealed, or manifested in action, until some later point.”19   
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What is this wrath?  I have been taught that wrath is not an attribute of God, but rather a reaction 
of God against sin.  Without sin there would be no wrath.  However, could not the same be said 
of mercy and grace?  Without human need there would be no expression of mercy or of grace.  
Mercy and grace can be considered God’s response to man’s need.  Listen to how Stephen 
Charnock in The Existence and Attributes of God speaks to this idea. 
 
“From eternity he was gracious, merciful, just, and holy in his own nature, even if there were no 
creatures created to receive it.”20   

 
Others clearly see his wrath as one would see any of His other attributes.21  God’s wrath is His 
holy aversion toward all that is contrary to His being.“22  It is his steady, unrelenting, 
unremitting, uncompromising antagonism to evil in all its forms and manifestations."23  Sin 
is a stench in the nostrils of God.   

 
Calvary reveals God’s response to sin’s presence.  If sinners are ever to be forgiven, then sin 
must be punished.  Without the cross event God would have been “un-propitiated.”  His wrath 
would not be placated.  God would still be angry with the sinner; He would have no basis on 
which to be satisfied with them. 

 
Why the cross?  The cross is the response of grace to the needs of His creation.  God’s grace is 
seen in Christ’s death work.  “If it is God’s wrath which needed to be propitiated, it is God’s 
love which did the propitiating.”24   

 
Faith appropriates the provision of Calvary in the placating of God’s wrath.  Without faith the 
sinner will face God’s wrath alone.   

 
The power of God unto salvation of which the gospel is the embodiment is not unconditionally 
and universally operative unto salvation.  It is of this we are advised in the words ‘to everyone 
that believes’.  This informs us that salvation is not accomplished irrespective of faith.  Hence 
the salvation with which Paul is going to deal in this epistle has no reality, validity, or meaning 
apart from faith.”25  

 
Paul saw the cross as a displaying of God’s redemption (v. 16), a declaration of God’s 
righteousness (v. 17) and a disclosure of God’s wrath (v. 18).  God loves the sinner and thus 
sent His Son to make a way for him.  But God will also punish the sinner for his active and 
passive rebellion against Him.  The sinner’s escape is through the cross.   
 
Their entire being stands in defiance of God.  This same argument can be applied to the flood 
narrative.  Why is the wrath of God revealed at Calvary?   

 
II. The Reasons for His Wrath (vv.19, 21 [dioti “For This Reason” {1:19, 21; 3:20; 8:7 only 

time in Romans}]) 
 
“Dioti is a derivative of dio and has stronger causal force than oti.”26 It provides a “deduction, 
conclusion, or summary to the preceding discussion.”27  
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Having been created in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:26, 27) guarantees the internal 
witness of God. 
 
God’s wrath was executed on His Son in place of those who are ungodly and unrighteous and 
who openly and actively suppress the truth in unrighteousness.  Because God loves His people 
He poured out His wrath on His Son so that sinners might be redeemed from sin, adopted as 
sons and His wrath against them might be placated.  There are two reasons offered as to why 
the wrath of God is revealed against the unbelieving.   
 

A. Because they rejected the internal witness of creation (v. 19 [“Evident within 
them”]) 

 
“Though not possessing any revelation of God, the Gentile world had a natural theology and a 
natural law: yet it failed just as Israel failed.”28  
 

B. Because they rejected the external witness of the creator (v. 21 [“From The Creation 
Of The World”]  

 
“The knowledge of God that is present in humanity everywhere is God’s gift and not human 
gain.  The individual knows God because God causes him to know, and it is God’s work that 
this knowledge is phaneron, that is, it possesses convincing power, is unimpeachable and 
public.”29    There are three qualities concerning this general revelation (See further Psalm 19:1-
4). 
 

1. This information is cognitive (“known” gnostos)  
 
“The language of this passage is clear and strong. . . . as pointing to anything other than an 
objectively knowable truth about God.”30  
 

2. This information is clear (“clearly seen” hypox legomenon kathorao” “To 
look down, see from above, view from on high, to see thoroughly, perceive 
clearly, understand” [v. 20]) 

 
The invisible God is made visible by His works themselves.”31 “The two terms together point 
up the richness of the revelation.”32  
 

3. This information is condemnatory (“without excuse” literally “no apology” 
[v. 20]) 

 
General revelation does not mean that “the Gentiles had no need of the gospel or that they had 
all the light they needed.  What Paul means is that they had had enough light to be morally 
responsible.”33  
 
“The purpose of natural revelation is to leave man without a justifiable excuse before God.”34   
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[“They Knew {ginosko} God, they glorified him not as God”])  The information that was 
available was rejected.  They would not acknowledge the God of all they surveyed outside of 
themselves as the creator of all.  Neither were they thankful.  They would not acknowledge that 
from His hands have come all good things.  But instead (alla) they turned against Him.  They, 
in a sense, bit the hand that was feeding them.   
 
“We glorify Him when we acknowledge His divine perfections and give to Him the honor and 
praise that are His due.”35  Notice three thoughts from this passage concerning humanity’s 
depravity and how God is dishonored. 
 

a. Ingratitude rejects God (v. 21 [“I will not acknowledge God”]) 
 
Again, notice the passive voice.  They were acted upon.  Because they rejected the knowledge 
of God that was clearly visible they became without sense.  They did not choose to become 
this.  They became this as a consequence of rejecting God. 
 

b. Independence rejects God (v. 22 [“I do not need God”]) 
 

 “Professing themselves” Present Active Participle = this was an ongoing condition.  It was 
that which characterized their life. 

 “Became fools” Aorist Passive Indicative = they were acted upon.   
 
They thought they were wise (sophos) but in reality they had become fools (moros). 
 

 “The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed 
abominable deeds; There is no one who does good” (Ps. 14:1). 

 
c. Equality rejects God (v. 23 [“I am God”]) 

 
They brought God down to their level.  Such is the god of modern man, such is the god of all 
those who reject the authority of Scripture.  Because this was done, God’s wrath was revealed 
and the results of revealed wrath can be clearly seen in the following passage.  “Man does not 
really become irreligious.  He simply creates a religion to suit himself.” (Clifton, J. Allen, Romans, 
25).  “Although all men have a knowledge of God, their refusal to acknowledge Him shows that 
they are determined atheists at heart.”36 Notice two things that are brought out. 
 

i. Men’s rejection of God was deliberate (v. 21a “They Knew God”) 
 

ii. Men’s rejection of God was degrading (v. 21a “They Became Vain”) 
 
Next we will note the result of God’s wrath and man’s rejection. 
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III. The Results of His Wrath (vv. 24-32 [Therefore]) 
 
There is an inherent demerit to sin. As I look at this passage, I’ve asked myself one question. 
What does this wrath look like? God’s wrath is presently on the ungodly. What does this present 
wrath look like? 
 
“Whoever exchanges the truth of God for a delusion and puts the cult of the creation in place 
of honoring the creator, loses one’s standard and destroys oneself.”37   
 
Stewarding our natural resources is a biblical mandate and our right and privilege. Worshipping 
nature and assigning it personality is strongly problematic. 
 
“Wherefore” as a result of their rejection of Him God gave them over to three conditions.  It is 
interesting that in all three cases you have God giving them over to bodily defilement.  The word 
“gave them up” is paradidomi and is an Aorist Active Indicative.  Because these people had 
rejected God as He is revealed in His work, God gave them over to destruction.  Listen to the 
summary of A.T. Robertson. 
 

These people had already willfully deserted God who merely left them to their own self-
determination and self-destruction, part of the price of man's moral freedom. Paul refers to 
this stage and state of man in Ac 17:30 by "overlooked".  The withdrawal of God's restraint 
sent men deeper down. Three times Paul uses |paredôken| here (verses 24, 26, 28), not 
three stages in the giving over, but a repetition of the same withdrawal. The words 
sound to us like clods on the coffin as God leaves men to work their own wicked will 
[emphasis added].38 

 
Each of these statements is an expression of revealed wrath.  God’s wrath is manifested in the 
complete and utter depravity of man.  The displaying of depravity is not an act of rebellion, but rather 
a revealing of divine wrath.  Their condition is not an expression of free will, but rather of divine wrath.  
Sin’s pleasure is not the gratification of flesh, but rather the destruction of flesh.  They are in 
bondage to their physical appetites.  They are not masters of their flesh, but servants to their 
flesh.  Three expressions are made. 
 

A. God gave them over to defiled hearts (v. 24) 
 
“These people had already wilfully deserted God who merely left them to their own self-
determination and self-destruction, part of the price of man's moral freedom.”39 
 
Used twice in Romans 

 Ro 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

 Ro 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants 
to righteousness unto holiness. 
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B. God gave them over to degrading passions (v. 26) 
 

Completely irregular. 
 

C. God gave them over to debased minds (v. 28) 
 
Unapproved minds. 
 
We sometimes think life would be nice if we could indulge the flesh.  We think we are under 
massive restrictions, but what we do not realize is that such decadence is a consequence of divine 
wrath and not expression of our own free will. 
 
This giving over appears to be in the area of unbridled immorality.  Both lesbianism (v. 26) and 
homosexuality (v. 27) are highlighted.  Notice the word choices to describe such activity: 
“dishonor [shameful, insult]” (v. 24), “vile affections”, “against nature [natural laws {“How meet 
was it that they who had forsaken the Author of nature, should be given up not to keep the order 
of nature.” Geoffrey Wilson, Romans, p. 33}.]” (v. 26), “unseemly [shameful]” (v. 27), and “not 
convenient [fit, proper]” (v. 28).  Can anyone argue from the Scripture that such activity is 
simply an alternative lifestyle?  God puts His stamp of condemnation on such things. 
 
We see this same thought in Ephesians 4:17-19. 
 

 17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles 
also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their 
heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the 
practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

 
“Man in his raw, natural state as he comes from the womb is morally and spiritually corrupt in 
disposition and character.  Every part of his being – his mind, his will, his emotions, his affections, 
his conscience, his body – has been affected by sin.”40   
 
The heart that rejects God finds itself without restraint.  Those who work the most heinous sins 
are those who have left God and thus have become slaves to their physical appetites.  Bestiality, 
incest, rape, the pedophile, lesbians and homosexuals, and all those who are consumed by 
pornography are being consumed by their vice.  These are the people whom God has allowed 
to face the full impact of sin’s weight and mastery.  The NIV reads in Ephesians 4:19, “with a 
continual lust for more.”  There is an aching for, a craving after that cannot be satisfied.  Such a 
life is hollow and empty.  Such a life is a shell and void of victory. 
 
Although we find sin sensory satisfying, the Scripture objectively speaks to its utter demise.  We 
must believe the record.  We must tell our children and grand-children the dark and 
cannibalizing nature of sin.  Sin can never satisfy long-term.   
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“Verses 19-23 have told of the pagan world’s rejection of God.  Verses 24-32 now tell of God’s 
consequent rejection of them.”41 Verses twenty-nine through thirty-one accent the works of the 
flesh.  This is the longest list of sins to be found in Paul’s letters (vv. 29-31).    “Men who have 
rejected God are the victims of their own iniquity.”  Godless men always become unrighteous 
men.”42 Verse thirty-two summarize for the reader their moral collapse by noting how in the 
face of certain judgment, the wicked take pleasure in the wickedness of others.  “No ultimate 
moral values can be retained by those who reject belief in God as an anachronistic survival of 
medieval superstition.  Humanistic ethics are doomed to shameful failure because they try to 
build on sand.”43 There is a final thought in the passage needing to be accented. 
 

IV. The Reward of His Wrath (vv. 27, 32) 
 
Verse twenty-seven has the phrase, “receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their 
error.”  NIV “received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.”  Verse thirty-two has 
the phrase, “worthy of death.”   Such displays of depravity are accumulating a debt against 
God.  And this debt will be paid in full. 
 
God has promised an appropriate reward or wage that is proper and right for such displays of 
depravity (Rom. 5:12; 6:23; Isa. 3:11; Ezek. 18:4; 1 Cor. 6:9,10; Gal. 6:7,8; James 1:15; Rev. 21:8). 
 
Sin is worthy of God’s wrath. To be worthy is to be appropriate of or corresponding to.  God is 
worthy of adoration and praise.  Sin is worthy of death and damnation.  Both are appropriate 
responses to the said object.  Sin shall be reward with the full weight of God’s hot wrath.  “The 
wrath of God inflicted, whatever else it includes, includes one thing: abandonment."”44  
 
“These closing words, showing how deeply men need the interposition of God’s saving activity, 
form a dramatic climax to Paul’s indictment of the pagan world.”45  
 
May God cause us to see that those who are in bondage to sin are facing the wrath of God.  May 
God cause us to see that He is able to bring them to Himself.  May we, like Paul, be ready and 
bold in our presentation of God’s grace to them? 
 
“There is deliverance for them only through the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel, 
and this is precisely the goal at which the apostle’s argument aims in 3:21ff.”46   
 
The depravity of man is so incredibly deep that unless and until God intervenes man will persist 
in his rebellion of God and persistency in sin. 
 
APPLICATION 
 

1. The world around us is a world under the wrath of God. God has taken that wrath upon 
Himself for all those who accept Him as their Savior and Lord. 

2. Let us not look with envy at those who reject God and live godless lives. They are under 
the wrath of God. 

3. Jesus has taken God’s wrath upon Himself at the cross and appeased the just sentence of 
God against us. He alone is our single means of avoiding God’s wrath. 
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ROM 1:18-32

Th e Wrath of  Go d

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

“Indeed, the Book of Romans is one of the 

most profound books in existence; it is 

certainly one of the most valued parts of the 

Holy Scriptures. It has been appropriately 

termed the Cathedral of the Christian faith. Its 

profound theology and impressive style were 

reason enough for it to be assigned the first 

place among the Pauline epistles.”

 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
•What is the JEWISH

Theological Background?

•What is the ROMAN Cultural | 
Social Background?

 

From Genesis to Malachi

Preparation

D
ea

th
, B

uria
l, R

esurrection

4 Gospels

Presentation

23 Letters

Explanation

 

“ F R O M  Shad ow  TO  Substan c e ”

ONE Word 
ONE Story | ONE Savior | ONE Seed | ONE Covenant 

1st Covenant New 

Covenant

Garden Abrahamic Mosaic Davidic Jesus

 

I s a i a h  1 1 : 9 f o r  t h e  e a r t h  s h a l l  b e  
f u l l  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  L O R D

a s  t h e  w a t e r s  c o v e r  t h e  s e a .

P a u l ’ s  J o u r n e y s
A c t s  1 : 8

J e r u s a l e m
J u d e a  |  S a m a r i a

R e m o t e s t  R e g i o n s

“ F R O M  G a r d e n T O  G a r d e n ”

 

PAUL’S THEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE

•The Vertical [1-11] | 
•The Horizontal [12-16]

•The Theological [1-11] | 
•The Practical [12-16]

 

PAUL’S THEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE

•The Gospel (1-5:11)

•The Condemnation Of All (1:18-3:20)

•The Salvation Of Some (3:21-5:11)

•The Implications Of The Gospel (5:12-16:27)

•Individually (5-8)

•Ethnically (9-11)

•Community (12-16)  

DEPRAVITY
•Chapters 1:18-3:20 accent the depravity 
of man.  Three distinct groups are 
highlighted: 

•1:18-32 the Gent i l es , 

•2:1-3:8 the Jews , 

•3:9-20 the Wor ld . 
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The WRATH Of God
I. The Revealing of Wrath (v. 18)

II. The Reasons for Wrath (vv.19, 21)

III. The Results of Wrath (vv. 24-32)

IV. The Reward of Wrath (vv. 27, 32)

 

G o d ’s  Wra t h  v.  1 8

G o d ’s  

R i g h t e o u s n e s s  v.  

1 7

 

  

“For | Because” v. 19

 

“God Gave Them Over ”

•. . . to def i led hearts (v. 24)

•. . . to dishonorable passions (v.26)

•. . . to debased minds (v.28)

 

 

ITS REWARD
•“those who practice 

such things deserve 

to die”

 

THE EMPHASIS
• God’s wrath is against all sinners. 

• If we reject the gospel as the only 
means of saving sinners, we will 
continue under the just sentence of 
God against us. 

 

THE EMPHASIS
• We will face the full 

extent of His wrath.

 

 


