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The Gospel of Grace – An Explanation 

Romans 1:8-17 

 
The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the reader to the 
gospel of grace by looking at the final ten verses to finish Paul’s 
introduction to the gospel of grace. 
 
“The heartbeat of those who know God through faith in Christ 
is to make Him known. At the same time, the gospel is not 
irrelevant for those already in Christ. Paul viewed the gospel 
as the daily food for every human heart.”1 
 
“To the modern reader who does not make an effort to enter 
into the mind of the Apostle, the language of these verses, may 
seem too high-pitched for the occasion. It is not easy to realise 
the intensity with which St. Paul felt on what in any degree, 
however small, affected the spiritual life of those who 
acknowledged the same Master that he did. He had few of those petty distractions that we have. 
The whole force of his rich and impressible nature was concentrated upon this one subject; and 
his expressions reflect the state of tension in which he felt himself to be. Thus it is that they take 
a solemnity and earnestness to which an ordinary correspondence would not attain.”2 
 
From verses one through seventeen Paul provides an introduction to the whole letter.  There 
appears to be four primary thoughts contained in the following ten verses.  There is an 
underlying thought of Paul’s missionary intent as a consequence of receiving God’s gospel of 
grace. 
 
I. The Gospel produces the fruit of Gratitude [He is thankful to God for their faith (v. 8)] 
 
Eucharisteo in Romans. 

 Ro 1:8 ¶ First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world. 

 Ro 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

 Ro 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin. 

 Ro 14:6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the 
Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth 
not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. {regardeth: or, observeth} 

 Ro 16:4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles. 

 
Paul begins by saying “first” (protos).  The idea is first in order, but not in priority. “Grk “First.” 
Paul never mentions a second point, so J. B. Phillips translated “I must begin by telling you….”3  
Paul uses a common word for thanksgiving (eucharisteo).  From it we get our English word, 
“Eucharist.”  It is a present active indicative.  Paul opens many of his letters with this particular 

“The epistle to the Romans is the 

true masterpiece of the New 

Testament and the very purest 

gospel, which is well worth and 

deserving that a Christian man 

should not only learn it by heart, 

word for word, but also that he 

should daily deal with it as the daily 

bread of men’s souls.  It can never 

be too much or too well read or 

studied, and the more it is handled 

the more precious it becomes, and 

the better it tastes.” (Martin Luther) 
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thought (1 Cor. 1:4; Eph. 1:16; Phil. 1:3; Col. 1:3; 1 Thess. 1:2; 2 Thess. 1:3; 2 Tim. 1:3; Philemon 
4).  Thanksgiving marked the apostle.   
 
There are four statements in this one verse. 
 

A. The Object Of His Thanksgiving Was God The Father (“I thank my God”) 
 

B. The Agent Who Performs The Actual Act Of Returning Thanks (“Through [dia] 
Jesus Christ”) 

 
This text and all passages teach that our approach [standing] before the Father is always on the 
basis of Christ’s mediation. He is our mediator and in His absence we have no acceptance before 
the Father. 
 
Notice how the NT authors use this phrase “through [dia] Jesus Christ.” 
 

1. The Believer Is Thankful Through Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:8; 7:25) 
 

 Ro 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being 
proclaimed throughout the whole world. 

 Ro 7:25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I 
myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law 
of sin. 

 
2. The Believer Is Alive Through Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:11) 
 

 Rom. 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

3. The Believer Receives Eternal Life Through Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:23) 
 

 Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 
4. The Believer’s Glory Is Through Jesus Christ (Rom. 15:17) 

 

 Ro 15:17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which 
pertain to God. 

 
5. The Believer Glorifies God Through Jesus Christ (Rom. 16:27; 1 Peter 4:11) 
 

 Rom. 16:27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. 

 1 Pet. 4:11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; 
whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so 
that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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6. The Believer Receives God’s Blessings Through Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:14; 
Titus 3:5,6) 

 

 Gal. 3:14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the 

Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 Titus 3: 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 
Spirit, 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 whom 
He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

 

7. The Believer Pleases The Father Through Jesus Christ (Heb. 13:21) 
 

 Heb 13:21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

What we fail to see is that without Him we can do nothing (John 15:5). Jesus isn’t simply enabling 
the believer. Jesus IS whatever the believer might be. This is why Paul speaks of our lives being 
HIDDEN in Christ and Jesus, who is our life (Col. 3:3, 4).   
 

 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is 
your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 

He is the agent through which we live, and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).  The point, 
Jesus is to be everything for | to the believer.  Everything concerning The Story is from Him, 
through Him, and for Him (Rom. 11:36). 
 

C. The Advantage For Whom The Thanksgiving Was Done (“For [huper] You All”) 
 

D. The Reason Why Thanks Was Offered Up (“Because [hoti] Your Faith…” [Rom. 
16:19; 1 Thess. 1:8,9]) 

 

What exactly did Paul mean by, “The whole world?”  I think we can be assured that he meant 
the “known world” or even the “world within his circle of influence.”  I am confident he did not 
mean the entire populated world, since there was no such thing as a global community as this 
point in time. 
 

II. The Gospel produces the fruit of Prayer [He prays for the Romans (vv. 9-13)] 
 

Paul begins verse nine with gar.   Here it is used as a simple conjunction.  Paul is continuing the 
thought he began in verse eight.   
 

A. Paul’s partner in prayer 
 

Paul uses the Greek word, martus from which we get our English word, “martyr.”  He invokes 
God as his witness as to the truthfulness of what he is saying. 
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B. Paul’s praise through service 

 
The word translated “serve” is latreuo. It means “to serve for hire.”  In the New Testament it 
carries the idea of, “To render religious service or homage, to worship, to perform sacred 
services.” 
 
Paul saw his service as an expression of worship.  Service for Paul was not drudgery, but delight.  
Paul’s worldview allowed him to see all acts as sacred.  Paul always sought to place himself 
within the one Story of God.  Two things can be noted.  First, Paul’s whole being was involved 
in the act of serving/worshipping (“in my spirit”).  Second, Paul found the good news of God’s 
Son worthy of service (“in the gospel of His Son”). 
 

C. Paul’s pattern in prayer 
 
Paul uses four powerful words to describe his intensity in prayer. 
 

1. Paul prayed without ceasing (“without ceasing” “always”) 
 

2. Paul prayed without forgetting (“mention”  [English Mnemonic]) 
 

3. Paul prayed without holding back (“making”) 
 
“Make” is poieo.  It means “to just do it.”  It is a work horse word.   
 

4. Paul prayed without embarrassment (“making request”) 
 
The second word in verse ten “making request” means “to beg or to long for.”  Paul prayed with 
persistency. 
 

D. Paul’s purpose in prayer (vv. 10-13) 
 

1. Paul prayed that he might have a prosperous journey to the Roman 
believers (v. 10 [future passive]) 

 
2. Paul prayed that he might impart to the Roman believers some spiritual gift 

through (eis) which they would be established (v. 11 [aorist active 
subjunctive]) 

 

“This is either a metonymy of cause for effect (Paul will use his own spiritual gifts to edify the 
Romans), or it simply means something akin to a blessing or benefit in the spiritual realm.”4 
 

3. Paul prayed that he might be comforted together with the Roman believers 
(v. 12 [aorist passive infinitive]) 

 
Ministry is mutually beneficial.  Both parts prosper. 
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4. Paul prayed that he might have some fruit among the Roman believers (v. 

13 [aorist active subjunctive]) 
 
“The expression “I do not want you to be unaware [Grk ignorant]” also occurs in 1 Cor 10:1; 12:1; 
1 Thess 4:13. Paul uses the phrase to signal that he is about to say something very important.”5 
 
III. The Gospel produces the fruit of Obligation for others [His obligation to the un-

evangelized (vv. 14, 15)] 
 
The gospel created debt, but not to God per se, but to others. We, the church, become the means 
through which the gospel spreads and God’s Vision is fulfilled. 
 
Verses fourteen and fifteen state Paul was ready to preach the gospel to all people.  He was eager 
to preach the gospel.  Why?  In verses sixteen through eighteen three reasons (four times gar 
occurs in these three verses) are given as to why Paul was ready.  Gar can provide 1) a ground 
or reason, 2) an explanation or 3) a confirmation.  Thus it is up to the reader to determine what 
usage of gar is being utilized. 
 
The primary verb is found in verse fourteen (“I am” [eimi]).  Thus, Paul saw himself as both a 
debtor and a preacher.  Why?  I would suggest verses sixteen through eighteen provide for the 
reader three reasons.  Verse sixteen begins with a gar, but I understand the gar to be a 
confirmation of Paul’s readiness.  He was ready, he was not ashamed.  They go hand in hand.   
 
Notice the “I AM” statements in vv. 14-16. There is a logical progression from v. 14 to v. 16. 
 
Why was Paul ready?  Why was Paul not ashamed?  First, the power of God, second, the 
righteousness of God, and third, the wrath of God form for us a basis for Paul’s daily activity. 
 
The gospel of God in verse 1 is also the power of God, the righteousness of God and the wrath 
of God.  All four ideas are in the good news that is sourced in and comes from God. 
 

A. Paul saw himself as obligated because of grace (v. 14) 
 
Why would Paul feel grace made him a debtor? The word “debtor” (opheiletes) means, “One 
who owes another, a debtor, one held by some obligation, bound by some duty.”   
God’s grace caused Paul to see himself as a debtor to three groups.  Paul uses this word three 
times in Romans. 
 

1. The believer is obligated to the sinner (Rom. 1:14) 
 
Paul was impartial as to whom he shared the good news with.  Everyone who fell within his 
circle of influence became a candidate for hearing the good news that Jesus saves. 
 

2. The believer is obligated to the Spirit (Rom. 8:12) 
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Paul recognized that as a saved individual he was no longer obligated to the flesh, but rather to 
the Spirit.  Ownership of his life had changed. 
 

3. The believer is obligated to the saint (Rom. 15:27; Gal. 6:10) 
 
Paul recognized that he had an obligation to the house of God. 
 
Why does this mean for us? What does this mean individually and corporately? 
 

B. Paul saw himself as a preacher of grace (v. 15) 
 
Because Paul was a recipient of grace he felt the desire to share with others what God had done 
for him.  Paul was ready.  He wore his faith on his “sleeve” so all might see and hear.  Paul uses 
an emphatic form for “I” (eis).  In addition, the word “eager” is used only three times in the 
New Testament (Matt. 26:41; Mark 14:38; Rom. 1:15). 
 

 Mt 26:41 "Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak." (See also Mark 14:38) 

 
It appears to carry the idea of vigilance, of being on guard.  Paul kept his guard up as he 
dispensed the good news of God to others.   
 
What did this idea of EVANGELISM mean for Paul? What does this mean for us?  

 
IV. The Gospel produces the fruit of Identity [He identified with the gospel of grace (vv. 16, 

17)] 
 
Many note how Romans 1:16, 17 is the great theme of the Letter to the Romans. 
 

The theme of the book centers on the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16,17). Paul is deeply 
concerned that his readers understand how a sinner may be received as righteous by a 
righteous God; and how a justified sinner should live daily to the glory of God.  Most 
commentators have said that verses sixteen and seventeen of chapter one are a concise 
summary of the content of the epistle. But C. K. Barrett goes a step further to say that it is 
not wrong to see in them a summary of Paul’s theology as a whole (C. K. Barrett, A 
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, p. 27). Perhaps we can be very precise here. 
Perhaps in the text of Habakkuk 2:4 as it is used in Romans (and elsewhere), we have a 
pithy expression of the essence of the doctrine of the Word of God—”the just shall live 
by faith.”6   

 
Does it not seem contradictory to say in one breath “I am not ashamed” and then to add “of the 
good news of grace”?  Normally we are ashamed of failure or ugliness or poverty or defeat, but 
Paul said, “Of the good news of grace.”  How could we be ashamed of grace?  That is like saying, 
“I’m ashamed that I’m a success, or my children are intelligent, or my wife is beautiful.”  It 
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doesn’t make sense!  Paul’s identification with and by the gospel put his life at risk. The gospel 
changed everything for Paul. Much like those who live in gospel hostile nations, simply 
becoming Christian puts them as risk.   
 
Three things are said of the gospel in these two verses.  
 

A. The gospel of grace is the power of God unto salvation (v. 16b; 2 Tim. 3:15) 
 
Paul was ready to share because the gospel has the power to change lives.  The gospel is Jesus 
Christ.  There is no gospel apart from Jesus Christ and there is only gospel in Jesus Christ. 
The gospel is a personification of all that God is.  Behind the good news of grace lies all the 
power of the Godhead.  A.T. Robertson notes, “This Paul knew by much experience. He had 
seen the dynamite of God at work.”  He knew that if mankind had any hope, it was to be found 
in Christ Jesus the Lord.  The New Testament is very clear on this point.  The gospel is the power 
of God for the salvation of souls (1 Cor. 1:18-25; 2 Tim. 3:15). 
 
Here Paul uses the gospel with the article.  This is a common occurrence in Paul’s writings (1:9, 
16; 2:16; 10:15, 16; 11:28; 15:16, 19, 29; 16:25).  The class of article Paul uses is called par excellence.  
It points out an object that is, in a sense, “in a class by itself.  It is the only one deserving of the 
name.  In other words, in the New Testament, there was only one gospel and one Lord worth 
mentioning as far as the early Christians were concerned.”  (Wallace, Greek Grammar, 222, 223). 
 
This is why Paul is so urgent in the desire to share the gospel.  For it is the avenue through which 
God’s power to save flows (Rom. 10:13-15; Acts 4:12; 16:30, 31; 1 Tim. 2:5).   
 
The word “power” is our English word “dynamite”.  It means the ability or power to accomplish 
a stated task.  God’s good news can accomplish what it claims for itself.  What does the Word of 
God claim for itself? 
 

1. The Word of God has the power to produce faith in the hearer (Rom. 10:17) 
2. The Word of God has the power to proclaim truth in the midst of error 

(Jeremiah 23:29) 
3. The Word of God has the power to destroy the wisdom of this world (1 Cor. 

1:18-24) 
4. The Word of God has the power to present the salvation and wisdom of 

god  (1 Cor. 1:18-24) 
5. The Word of God has the power to pull down strong holds  (2 Cor. 10:4,5) 
6. The Word of God has the power to promise heaven and produce spiritual 

fruit (Col. 1:5,6) 
7. The Word of God has the power to effectively work in the believer  (1 Thess. 

2:13) 
8. The Word of God has the power to lay us bare before God  (Heb. 4:12, 13) 

 
Such statements can and should produce in us a confidence of God’s power to change our lives 
and the lives of those we love and pray for.  
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Paul’s second reason is found in verse 17a. 
 

B. The gospel of grace reveals the righteousness of God to those who believe (v. 17a). 
 
The word “righteousness” (dikaiosuna) occurs ninety-two times in the New Testament.  Thirty 
of those times it is used by Paul in the Book of Romans. 
 
Not only does it reveal the character of God [I.e. His righteousness], but the faithfulness of God 
in fulfilling His promise to save sinners [I.e. the world]. What God promised to do, He is 
doing. He is taking us from Genesis 1, 2 through fulfillment in Revelation 21, 22. God is doing 
exactly what He said He would do in Genesis 3:15, 21; Jeremiah 31; and in JESUS. 
 
The gospel is Jesus Christ and in His person and work the rightness of God is openly displayed 
in the saving of those who would call upon His name and in the condemning of those who 
continue to reject His invitation (Cf. Rom. 3:26). 
 
Paul knew that God was right in what He did.  Paul saw the gospel as the good news of God.  
Paul saw the gospel as being a display of God’s grace. 
 

 Calvary revealed God as a righteous God.  God's righteousness is that attribute where 
His actions are always in conformity with His own perfect being and by which He 
demands absolute conformity to perfect right in others.  Calvary was the setting aright of 
all previous wrongs.  

 

 Calvary vindicated all of God’s past, present and future acts of atonement.  Calvary 
declared the rightness of God in the forgiving of sinners. 

 
God's righteousness deals with His actions toward sinful humanity.  God's dealings with our 
sinfulness are always just and lawful.  We can be sure that we will always get what is due us 
(Heb. 2:2; Rom. 1:32; 6:23).  Sin received its due.  Calvary was the payment for sin’s debt.   
 
“If one takes the definition of the gospel which Paul gives in 1:3f together with 1:16 and 17, it 
becomes clear that in v. 17 the righteousness of God is used as a summary expression for God’s 
(promised) salvific activity in the mission and exaltation of Christ.  Christ is God’s 
righteousness in person, which has now been made known to us.”7   
 
God was right in the offering up of His only begotten Son.  In this act sin was atoned for and 
sinners are forgiven in full.  When God determined to forgive sin there was only one way in 
which sin could be forgiven and He still remain a righteous God.  Calvary displayed His 
righteousness. 
 
Paul uses a present middle indicative.  The cross still reveals God’s righteousness to all that 
believe.  The cross stands like a lighthouse calling all to her harbor in the midst of a most certain 
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catastrophe.  This is why Jesus says, “Come unto me all you who labor and are heavy laden and 
I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28-30). 
 

C. The Gospel Of Grace Causes The Believer To Live By Faith 
 
H.A. Ironside, “justification by faith alone is the test of orthodoxy.”8  By means of faith the just 
live; faith grants to us our salvation and keeps us on the pathway of sanctification.   
 
We start by faith and we continue by faith. It is unfortunate that we feel compelled to believe 
that we are saved by faith, but sanctified by works.  Our faith saves us and our faith sanctifies 
us.   Listen carefully to the words of Matthew Henry. 
 

 “Faith is all in all, both in the beginning and progress of Christian life. It is not from faith 
to works, as if faith put us into a justified state, and then works kept us in it; but it is all 
along from faith to faith; it is faith pressing forward, and gaining the victory over 
unbelief.” 

 
“What God desires from the believer is that he believes.  The connection between eis pistin and 
ek pisteos is the total disavowal of synergistic theology.”9  
 
“God’s righteousness is experienced as salvation simply and solely by faith.”10  
 
God has called us to a walk of faith, let us not do otherwise. 
 
APPLICATION 
 

 Think about it. The JESUS SEED causes | produces the GOSPEL FRUIT of Gratitude, Prayer, 
Obligation, and Identity. These are not things we work for, but from. 

 It isn’t simply about you, but us. It is true in that I am these things, but more importantly 
and directly it is about us. We together are to be a place of gratitude, prayer, mission, and 
identity. When we make it about ME, we fail to understand the corporate and the nature of 
individual gifts inside of the whole. We think this would make us lazy, but it enables us to 
live liberated lives.  

 Paul is telling us about himself. He isn’t necessarily 
speaking of them as individuals. But their [collectively] 
faith in Jesus has spread so that the church in Rome was 
known in Corinth. Just as the corporate faith of those 
living in the 10|40 window is known by us. Not 
individually, but corporately, as a community of faith. 
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ROM 1:8-17
Th e Go sp e l  o f  Go d

E xp la ine d

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

“ The theme of the book centers on the 

Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16,17). Paul is 

deeply concerned that his readers 

understand how a sinner may be 

received as righteous by a righteous God; 

and how a justified sinner should live 

daily to the glory of God.”

 

1-7

8-1718-32

 

THE GOSPEL
• 1 - 7 “ T he So n  o f  God”[4]

• I t s  So urce

• 8 - 1 7 “ T he Power  of  Go d” [16]

• I t s  Purpose  [+ ]

• 1 8 - 3 2 “ T he Wrath  o f  Go d” [18]

• I t s  Terro r  [ - ]

 

ONE|
Story
Savior
Seed
Covenant
Word

 

The POWER Of God
I. Paul’s Gratitude (v. 8)

II. Paul’s Prayer (vv. 9-13)

III. Paul’s Obligation (vv. 14, 15)

IV. Paul’s Identity (vv. 16, 17)

 

Praying vv. 

9-13

Thankful v.  

8

 

Through Jesus Christ
• His  Mediat ion
• C o l .  3 : 3 For you have died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ who is your life appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.

• John 15:5I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I 
in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing. 
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Prayer as FRUIT
• Learning  to  Pray  

IN STORY.

• What does that  
mean?

 

Paul’s “I AM” 
• I  AM obl igated to the world (v. 

14)
• I  AM e a ger  to preach the gospel 

(v. 15)

• I  AM  not  a sha med of that 
gospel because . . . (v. 16)

 

Obligation 

vv. 14, 15

Identification 

vv. 16, 17

 

OBLIGATION
• . . . to the World (1:14)

• . . . to the Spirit (8:12)

• . . . to the Church Family (15:27)

 

Family Local Church
Local 

Community

National 

Church

Global

Church

OBLIGATION

 

IDENTITY
• The POWER of  God [v.  16]

• The RIGHTNESS of  God [v.  
17b;  3:26]

• The PLAN of  God [v.  17b;  by  
fa ith]

 

GOD’S PLAN
• “FROM FAITH TO FAITH”
• Monergism VS Synergism

 

THE EMPHASIS
• The GOOD NEWS from God is 

JESUS. 

• He . . . 
• Saves sinners,

• Reveals the rightness of God, and

• Calls us to live by faith.
 

#It’sAll@ME

 

 

 

 

 


