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Romans Upside Down 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 [Rev. Sept-2019] 
 

Working Premise: Paul writes Romans because the local churches are divided over non-biblical 
issues.  By starting where Paul ends we can see why he wrote what he did.  Paul is not urging 
them to change their behavior toward things, but to change their attitude toward those who 
differ with them over non-biblical issues. In so doing, the behavior of others will change.  Those 
within the church who “wave their territorial flags with too much vigor and thus alienate and 
divide are to be marked and removed.”  Let us note this flow of beginning at the end. 

 
Romans 16:17-20 

“Keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances” 
| 

Romans 15:5, 6, 7 
“Same mind, one accord, one voice” 

“Accept one another” 
| 

Romans 14:13 
“Let us not judge one another anymore” 

| 
Romans 13:10 [cf. 12:9] 

“Love is the fulfillment of the Law” 
| 

Romans 12:1, 2 
“Worship” 

“The Gospel Unifies the Church” [12-16] 
| 

Romans 9-11 
“Re-Creation” 

The Gospel fulfills God’s Promises to Israel” 
| 

Romans 3:21-8:39 
“Redemption in two parts” 
Justification 3:21-5:21 [Pt. 1] 

“God is Just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus” 
Sanctification 6-8 [Pt. 2] 

| 
Romans 1:18-3:20 

“Rejection/Condemnation” 
| 

Romans 1:18-28 
“Creation” 

| 
Romans 1:1-17 
“God/Gospel” 

 
The message is simple, the gospel re-creates us into one new man and thus we are to “get along.”  
Paul’s extensive explanation of the Story (i.e. Gospel) is to show us what we once were, we no 
longer are, and to show us who we now are in Christ.   The Gospel makes both Jews and Gentiles 
one.  We are to separate from those who cause schism over non-biblical issues.  Oddly enough, 
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we are to be intolerant toward those who are intolerant.  The gospel and its consequences are to 
be rigorously held.  May our understanding of the Story enable us to stand fast in the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and may we learn to live large toward His Church, the body of Christ. 
 
What Others Are Saying 
 

 The Church Level Context  
https://www.amazon.com/Reading-Romans-Backwards-Gospel-Empire/dp/1481308777  

 
 “To read Romans from beginning to end, from letter opening to final 
doxology, is to retrace the steps of Paul. To read Romans front to back was 
what Paul certainly intended. But to read Romans forward may have kept 
the full message of Romans from being perceived. Reading forward has 
led readers to classify Romans as abstract and systematic theology, as a 
letter unstained by real pastoral concerns. 
 
But what if a different strategy were adopted? Could it be that the secret 
to understanding the relationship between theology and life, the key to 
unlocking Romans, is to begin at the letter’s end? Scot McKnight does 
exactly this in Reading Romans Backwards. 
 

McKnight begins with Romans 12–16, foregrounding the problems that beleaguered the house 
churches in Rome. Beginning with the end places readers right in the middle of a community 
deeply divided between the strong and the weak, each side dug in on their position. The strong 
assert social power and privilege, while the weak claim an elected advantage in Israel’s history. 
Continuing to work in reverse, McKnight unpacks the big themes of Romans 9–11―God’s 
unfailing, but always surprising, purposes and the future of Israel―to reveal Paul’s specific and 
pastoral message for both the weak and the strong in Rome. Finally, McKnight shows how the 
widely regarded ‘universal’ sinfulness of Romans 1–4, which is so often read as simply an 
abstract soteriological scheme, applies to a particular rhetorical character’s sinfulness and has a 
polemical challenge. Romans 5–8 equally levels the ground with the assertion that both groups, 
once trapped in a world controlled by sin, flesh, and systemic evil, can now live a life in the 
Spirit. In Paul’s letter, no one gets off the hook but everyone is offered God’s grace. 
 
Reading Romans Backwards places lived theology in the front room of every Roman house church. 
It focuses all of Romans―Paul’s apostleship, God’s faithfulness, and Christ’s transformation of 
humanity―on achieving grace and peace among all people, both strong and weak. McKnight 
shows that Paul’s letter to the Romans offers a sustained lesson on peace, teaching applicable to 
all divided churches, ancient or modern.” 
 

 The Government Level Context  
http://ntwrightpage.com/2016/07/12/paul-and-caesar-a-new-reading-of-romans/  

 
“As various writers have recently urged, you don’t need such a strong military presence to 
police an empire if the citizens are worshipping the emperor. Conversely, where Rome had 
brought peace to the world, giving salvation from chaos, creating a new sense of unity out of 



 
3 

previously warring pluralities, there was a certain inevitability about Rome itself, and the 
emperor as its ruler, being seen as divine. Rome had done — Augustus had done — the sort of 
thing that only gods can do. Rome had power: the power to sweep aside all opposition; the 
power, in consequence, to create an extraordinary new world order. Rome claimed to have 
brought justice to the world; indeed, the goddess Iustitia was an Augustan innovation, closely 
associated with the principate.[9] The accession of the emperor, and also his birthday, could 
therefore be hailed as euaggelion, good news (we should remember of course that most of the 
empire, and certainly the parts of it where Paul worked, were Greek-speaking). The emperor 
was the kyrios, the lord of the world, the one who claimed the allegiance and loyalty of subjects 
throughout his wide empire. When he came in person to pay a state visit to a colony or province, 
the word for his royal presence was parousia. 
 
With all this in mind, we open the first page of Paul’s letters as they stand in the New Testament, 
and what do we find?[10] We find Paul, writing a letter to the church in Rome itself, introducing 
himself as the accredited messenger of the one true God. He brings the gospel, the euaggelion, of 
the son of God, the Davidic Messiah, whose messiahship and divine sonship are validated by 
his resurrection, and who, as the Psalms insist, is the Lord, the kyrios, of the whole world. Paul’s 
task is to bring the world, all the nations, into loyal allegiance —hypakoē pisteos, the obedience of 
faith — to this universal Lord. He is eager to announce this euaggelion in Rome, without shame, 
because this message is the power of God which creates salvation for all who are loyal to it, Jew 
and Greek alike. Why is this? Because in this message (this ‘gospel of the son of God’), the justice 
of God, the dikaiosynē theou, is unveiled. Those of us who have read Romans, written essays on 
Romans, lectured on Romans, preached on Romans, written books about Romans over many 
years, may be excused if we rub our eyes in disbelief. Most commentators on Romans 1:1-17 
insist that it forms the thematic introduction to the whole letter. None that I know of (myself 
included) have suggested that it must have been heard in Rome, and that Paul must have 
intended it, as a parody of the imperial cult. 
 
If we go for a moment to the other end of Romans, the impression is the same. The thematic 
exposition concludes with 15:7-13, where the mutual welcome of Jewish Christian and Gentile 
Christian in the one family of God in Christ, producing united worldwide worship in fulfilment 
of scriptural prophecy, is the goal of the whole gospel. Paul builds up a careful sequence of 
scriptural passages to make the point, emphasizing on the way the universality off the rule of 
Jesus Christ, the kyrios (Ps. 117:1, quoted in v. 11, repeats ‘all’: all the nations, all the peoples). 
The final quotation is from Isaiah 11:10, one of Isaiah’s great messianic passages, and Paul has 
chosen a passage which, in its Septuagintal form, looks right back to Romans l:3f: ‘The root of 
Jesse shall appear, the one who rises up (ho anistamenos) to rule the nations; in him shall the 
nations hope.’ Jesus’ Davidic messiahship, once more, is confirmed by his resurrection, and 
means that he is the true ruler of the nations. This cannot, I suggest, be other than a direct 
challenge to the present ruler of the nations, Caesar himself. 
 
Austin Farrer, when lecturing on Romans in Oxford in the early 1950s, used to read Romans 1:8-
15 aloud, and run straight on to 15:14 and the following passage. He would then ask his hearers: 
why did Paul break off and include all that other material? In similar fashion I want to pose the 
question: if Paul has framed this great letter with an introduction and a theological conclusion 
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which seem so clearly to echo, and thus to challenge, the rule of Caesar with the rule of Jesus 
Christ, is the rest of the letter in some sense about this as well, and if so, how?” 
 
Romans 1:1Paul, a servanta of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations, 6including you who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 
because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9For 
God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 
10always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s 
will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11For I 
long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to strengthen you— 12that is, that we may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours 
and mine. 13I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, 
that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far 
have been prevented), in order that I may reap some 
harvest among you as well as among the rest of the 
Gentiles. 14I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15So I am 
eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” 

Romans 15:7Therefore welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 
circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order 
to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God 
for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

 

 The ONE Story | ONE Savior Context 

 
Romans is a “blossom from the OT Storyline.” To read Romans in the absence of or isolation 
from the OT Storyline is to divest it of its framework. We will not develop the idea here, but it 
will form much of what is said in the course of the study. 
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An Overview of the Book of Romans 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

Rev. Sept-2019 
 

Overarching Idea:  
“How do we explain [and accept/embrace] Gentile inclusion in light of Jewish Promises?” 

 

INTRODUCTION: The Gospel’s Historical Roots and Its Fulfillment in Jesus Christ (1:1-17) 

1 1:1-7 

The Gospel of God’s Grace – An Introduction 
• The Story traces the fulfillment of a promise made by God to crush sin by the 

voluntary and vicarious sacrifice of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ, the 
Seed, whereby redeeming His people both Jews and Gentiles from sin and 
adopting them into His family. 

• It is The Story of His immeasurable grace. 
• This is the gospel; it is good news. 
• The Book of Romans tells The Story. 

2 1:8-17 

The Gospel of Grace – An Explanation 
• The gospel of God in verse 1 is also the power of God, the righteousness of 
God and the wrath of God.  All four ideas are in the good news that is 
sourced in and comes from God.  Jesus Christ is the gospel (See further Rom. 
3:21). 

CONDEMNATION: Both Jews and Gentiles are Equally Condemned and Equally in Need of 
Redemption from Sin’s Debt and Adoption into God’s Family (1:18-3:20).  They Equally Need 
Jesus Christ, the Gospel. 

3 1:18-32 

The Wrath of God Against the Sin of Man 
• Chapters 1:18-3:20 accent the depravity of man.  Three distinct groups are 

highlighted: 1:18-32 the Gentiles, 2:1-3:8 the Jews, 3:9-20 the world.  As Paul 
writes he had chiefly in mind the pagan world and the people who did not 
have the law of God.  This section accents the depravity of man and the 
universal need for redemption. 

4 
2:1-16 
2:17-3:8 

The Character of God’s Judgment 
The Judgment of God on the Law 

5 3:9-20 The Judgment of God on the Whole World 

SALVATION: Why Jesus Christ is the Answer to Humanity’s Problem for the Jew and the 
Gentile  (3:21-31) 

6 3:21-31 

But Now: The Great Transition! 
• The overwhelming sense of despair should wash over the guilty.  To whom 

or what do we turn for the saving of soul?  “But now,” such words ring out 
and declare the means whereby the guilty become acquitted and then 
adopted into the very family of God. Four ideas are set forth. 

• The clearing of the guilty [justification] 
• The freeing of the indebted [redemption] 
• The placating of the wrathful [propitiation] 
• The vindicating of the accused (vv. 25, 26) 



 

 

6 

7 4:1-25 

Verification/Validation from the Old Testament that one’s justification is by 
faith 
• by Abraham (vv. 1-5) 
• by David (vv. 6-8) 
• by Circumcision/Law (vv. 9-15) 
•  by Promise (16-22) 

8 5:1-11 

The Blessings of Justification 
• The Benefits of Justification – the peace of God (vv. 1-5) 

• The benefit of . . . peace (v. 1) 
• The benefit of . . . introduction (v. 2)  
• The benefit of . . . hope (vv. 3-5) 

•  The Basis for Justification – the love of God (vv. 6-11)  

9 5:12-21 

The Tale of Two Kings 
.  Here we have God’s Story of Creation, Condemnation, Redemption and Re-Creation.  

It is The Story on which all stories are based.  Just as sin reigned from Adam to Moses 
so also grace now reigns in those who have been delivered from Adam’s sin [I.e. 
failure] and brought into Christ’s kingdom [I.e. Victory]. It is the reign of grace that 
now enables and produces in His people the fruit of His rightness.  This is what 
Romans 6 explains. 

SANCTIFICATION: The believer’s Union with Christ. 

10 6:1-14 
The triumph of grace over the power of sin. 
• The believer’s relationship to sin 
• The believer’s relationship to the Law 

11 6:1-23 Is Grace Lawless or does Grace Reign? 

12 7:1-6 

The Jurisdiction of the Law 
• In our union with grace the offspring is spiritual fruit.  Our “marriage” to law, sin, 

and death has been severed.  We are now “married” to grace, righteousness, and 
life. 

13 7:7-25 
The Inability of the Law to Sanctify 
• What we once were in Adam, we no longer are, but still have. 

14 8:1-39 

Freedom from the Fear of Condemnation 
• “No condemnation [by the Law] for those in Christ” (vv. 1-11)  
• “No obligation to the flesh” (vv. 12-18)  
• “No frustration in suffering” (vv. 17b-25)  
• “No Separation from His love” (vv. 31-38) 

SUMMARY: The redemption of both Jews and Gentiles is part of the ONE Story of God 

(Romans 9-11) 

15 9:1-33 
Q - In light of Gentile inclusion, “Have the promises of God to the Nation of 
Israel failed?”   
A - The answer is no. 

16 10:1-21 
Q - How can the Jew or Gentile be saved?   
A - Both are saved by believing in their heart the incarnation and confessing 
with their mouth the resurrection. 

17 11:1-32 Q - What about the Nation of Israel today and tomorrow? 

DOXOLOGY: The redemption of the Jew first and then the Gentile is wrapped up in the 
unsearchable judgments and unfathomable ways of God (11:33-36) 
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THE GOSPEL UNIFIES THE CHURCH: 

18 12:1-21 The impact on one’s personal relationships 

19 13:1-14 The impact on one’s relationship to the authorities 

20 14:1-23 The impact on one’s acceptance of others 

21 15:1-13 The impact on one’s acceptance of the Gentiles 

PAUL’S MISSION TO THE GENTILES: 

22 15:14-33 Paul mission to the Gentiles 

23 16:1-27 Personal Greetings & Doxology 

 
Notice the following broader divisions for the Book of Romans. 
 

I. The Gospel (1-4) 
A. The Condemnation of all 
B. The Salvation of some 

II. The Implications of the Gospel (5-16) 
A. Individually (5-8) 
B. Ethnically (9-11) 
C. Community (12-16) 

 
The primary thought is that the GOSPEL is GOOD NEWS for everyone regardless of ethnicity 
and the GOSPEL radically transforms individuals and communities. 
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THE BOOK OF ROMANS | LESSON [?] 
The GOSPEL Explained and Its Implications to the Individual, to the Nation of Israel, and to the Church 

 
The GOSPEL Explained and Applied 

God is Just and the Justifier of those who Trust in Jesus. Why is this true and what does this mean for us 

today? “How do we explain [and accept/embrace] Gentile inclusion in light of Jewish Promises?” 

“TITLE OF STUDY” 

Romans [PARAGRAPH] 
 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 
 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

 

 
 

 

BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 
 

 Seed – JESUS  
 

 Blessing – Global 

  

Them / Then 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 
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VISUALS: 

 

MEMORY VERSE:   

 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

 

RESOURCES:  (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

Us / Now 


