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The forgiveness which we receive when we trust Christ as our Savior is eternal forgiveness. 
God never takes back the forgiveness that He gives us when we are saved. 
 
The Bible speaks of another kind of forgiveness which we may call fellowship forgiveness. 
This is forgiveness between the believer and his heavenly Father. 

 
When a believer sins, he does not lose his eternal 
forgiveness. He never loses his relationship with 
his heavenly Father. He is always a child of God. 
But he loses that marvelous, unclouded fellowship 
with God. 
When a child of God sins, it becomes a family 
matter between him and his Father. God loves His 
children, even when they have sinned, and He has 
made provision for them. God's Word says, 
 
"If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2:1 
 
Our part is to confess our sin to God. Our 
fellowship with the Father is restored the moment 
we confess our sin to Him. The Bible says, 
 
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  
 
1 John 1:9 
 
If a child of God does not confess and forsake his sin, but continues to do things which are 
displeasing to God, he comes under God's chastening. It is a serious thing to be chastened by 
God. We cannot and dare not be careless in the way we live. 
 
God is always willing to forgive His children, but let us remember that what God has to 
forgive does not please Him. Are you willing to go on with something that does not please 
God—something He has to forgive? 
 
 
http://georgesjournal.net/2011/02/04/in-the-beginning-part-4-living-in-a-dying-world/ 

The Bible tells us what to do after we are convicted of our sin: “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn.1:9). 
Repentance is needed to start the Christian life. There is a need to confess one’s sins to God 
and realize that Jesus has taken the penalty for these sins. This rescues us from the eternal 
punishment of those who have rejected God. Repentance is also needed to live the Christian 



life. In order to live in fellowship with God and with each other, we must confess our sins on a 
daily basis. After we confess our sins God forgives us. 

So the sequence of events from 
temptation to restoration is: temptation 
can lead to sin; sin leads to separation 
from God (spiritual death); conviction 
by a guilty conscience (Rom. 2:14-15) 
can then lead to confession; this leads to 
repentance and forgiveness; and the 
outcome is restoration back into 
fellowship with God (see Graphic). This 
is the process for restoring the sinner, 
which we see repeated throughout the 
bible (Gal. 6:1,2). 

We can short-circuit this process by 
stopping temptation leading to sin. But 

when we do sin we need to follow God’s process for restoration and reconciliation. This means 
allowing our conscience to convict us and then specifically confessing and repenting of our sin. 
This is how to keep in touch with God and live in a sinful world. 

 
How many times does this cycle repeat itself in the Christian Life?  

What role does the Gospel have in breaking this cycle? 
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