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“THIS BOOK CONTAINS THE BIGGEST FISH STORY OF ALL TIME. BUT IT ISN’T 

WHAT YOU THINK IT IS.”1 
 

The older I get the more sympathetic I become as it relates to people like Jonah. Human 
frailty and failure no longer unsettles me. Our solidarity in struggle can sadden me, often 
sobers me, but seldom surprises me. Jonah has been the scratch pad for many theological 
cats. He is chided as some kind of prophetic antihero. Like Adam, we think had we been 
there we would have responded differently, but our responses are no different than Jonah. 
He knew what was true, yet struggled with his own emotional reference point.  Jonah’s 
response is emotional, not theological.  
 

There has been and continues to be a rising tension between the Christian and the Muslim. 
In America, and I’m sure worldwide, there is national posturing taking place. Seldom do 
we hear prayers prayed for the Muslim to be saved. Often the praying is more in line with 
the imprecatory prayers of the Psalms. Thus, we are really not that different than Jonah. 
What does Jonah have to teach us? 
 

God’s Garden Program encompasses the entire globe and all of its ethnicities. No one can 
escape God’s Garden. Not Jonah neither the citizens of Assyria. All fall under the dominion 
of God. 
 

“In the synagog, Jonah's story caps the High Holidays: it's the last reading from Scriptures, on the 

afternoon on Yom Kippur: it's the stressed book in synagog liturgy, elevated even beyond the 

great respect it holds among Christians.“2 
 
THE BIG PICTURE – JONAH – “DOVE” 
 

 Historical Narrative – Jonah preached under the rule of Jeroboam II.  Although the 
nation experienced elements of national stability under his reign, the nation was 
rotting from within.  God used Jonah to preach a message of repentance to a people 
who He would use to punish the nation of Israel. 

 

 Redemption – God’s election includes people from every tongue, tribe, people, and 
nation.  As repugnant as the Assyrians were to the Israelites, God has a redemptive 
purpose for them. 

 

 Christ – Jonah, as story, is used as a type for the gospel (Matt. 12:39-41). 
 

 Kingdom – The northern nation awaits judgment at the hand of God through the 
Assyrians.  God shows the largeness of His heart for the nation by showing it to her 
enemies. 
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 The New Testament Witness – Jonah is a messenger to the nations of God’s love for 

the nations.   
 

Matt. 12: 39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation 
craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 40 
for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE 
SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. 41 "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, 
and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, 
something greater than Jonah is here. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
One of the story’s beauties is the simplicity of the story.  It is a small, bite size book that one 
can easily read in one seating. 
 
“Unlike other prophetic books however, this book is not a record of a prophet’s words 
toward Israel. Instead of the poetry and prophetic prose of Isaiah or Lamentations, this 
book tells the story of a reluctant prophet who arguably becomes one of the most effective 
prophets in the entire Bible.”3   
 
I find the following thought interesting on two levels. First, there are no prophetic 
utterances in the book of Jonah.  Second, the Jewish Encyclopedia identifies Jonah as a hero.  
Perhaps they use hero as primary figure, nonetheless one’s perspective is largely shaped by 
one’s cultural origin. 
 

“The Book of Jonah stands unique in the prophetical canon, in that it does not 
contain any predictions, but simply relates the story of its hero . . .”4 

 
There are four interpretative issues relating to the literary style of Jonah and how it is to be 
understood.   
 
1. Myth  Truth about human experiences that pretends to be historical.   
2. Allegory There is a hidden or deeper meaning.  The details contribute to the  
   whole.  Therefore the details have meaning.  
3. Parable A short story symbolizing a primary idea. 
 
The allegorical and parabolic practically overlap.  “Jonah symbolizes Israel.  Israel was 
called to make God known to the world both in message and by conduct.  But Israel failed 
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in her responsibility and was 'swallowed up' in the Babylonian exile.  As Jonah was 
delivered from the fish, so too Israel in her affliction turned and prayed and was liberated 
in order that she might accomplish her divinely ordained mission to the world.  After 
liberation, however, she too was dissatisfied with Yahweh’s long-suffering with the Gentile 
nations and impatiently awaited their overthrow and destruction.”5   
 
4. Historical Jonah is a historically accurate event. 
 
Here are several reasons as to why the book should be taken as a historically accurate 
account. 

a. “The book presents itself as an authentic historical narrative, not a parable. 
b. Ancient Jews regarded the book as historical as have the Christians. 
c. Jonah himself, on the basis of Scripture testimony, was an actual historical 

person whose prophetic ministry is recorded in 2 Kings 14:25. 
 d. Christ believed in the historicity of the book, testifying both to the miracle of 

Jonah's three days' imprisonment in the fish, as well as to the prophet's 
successful mission to the Ninevites (Matt. 12:38-41; 16:4; Luke 11:29-32).”6   

 
“Thus any view of the Book of Jonah, that does not assume it describes historical events is 
obliged to explain away the clear words of Jesus to the contrary.”7 
 
“The story of Jonah is not, however, history for history’s sake. The book is clearly didactic 
(as the allegorical and parabolic interpretations rightly affirm); that is, the story is told to 
teach the reader key lessons. The didactic character of the book shines through in the repeated 
use of questions, 11 out of 14 being addressed to Jonah, and the question that closes the 
narrative leaves readers asking themselves how they will respond to the story.”8 
 
I. WHO WROTE THE BOOK? 
 
"Jonah was a native of Gath-hepher.  He lived in the reign of Jeroboam II (790-749), and 
helped to recover some of Israel's lost territory (2 Kings 14:25).  Thus Jonah was a famous 
Statesman, as well as Prophet."9   
 

2 Kings 14: 25 He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as 
the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which 
He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of 
Gath-hepher. 
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“Jonah was one of only four writing prophets that Jesus mentioned by name during His 
earthly ministry (Isaiah, Daniel, and Zechariah were the others). But Jonah received more 
than a mere mention. Jesus actually identified Himself with the prophet’s three-day sojourn 
in the belly of the great fish, noting it as a foreshadowing of His own death, when Jesus 
would spend three days “in the heart of the earth,” before His resurrection (Matthew 
12:39–41). Jesus’ identification with the prophet at the lowest point of Jonah’s life finds 
echoes in the book of Hebrews, where it teaches that Jesus “had to be made like His 
brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest” 
(Hebrews 2:17). The book of Jonah stands as an important link in the prophetic chain, 
giving readers a glimpse of Christ’s death and resurrection hundreds of years before they 
actually occurred.”10 
 
“[He] was the only Old Testament prophet to attempt to run from God.”11  “Jonah was 
one of four OT prophets whose ministries were referred to by Christ (cf. Matt. 12:41); Luke 
11:32).  The others were Elijah (Matt. 17:11-12), Elisha (Luke 4:27), and Isaiah (Matt. 15:7).”12  
 
“The book is therefore in a way the negative pole to the positive pole in the Book of 
Ruth.”13 
 
“An intense patriot, Jonah wished for the destruction of the people that threatened to 
swallow up Israel.”14 
 
II. WHEN WAS THE BOOK WRITTEN? 
 
The events of this story occurred during the reign of Jeroboam II (793 BC - 753 BC) with 
Jonah recording it soon after.  Jonah was a contemporary of both Hosea and Amos (cf. 
Hosea 1:1; Amos 1:1). 
 
“Jonah was Israel's foreign missionary whereas Hosea was Israel's home missionary.”15 
 
III. TO WHOM DID THE PROPHET PREACH? 
 
To the people of Nineveh and to the people of Judah. 
 
“The book of Jonah is not written like the other books of the prophets. Jonah is almost 
entirely narrative with the exception of the psalm in chapter 2. The actual prophetic word 
against Nineveh is given only in passing through the narrative. As with any good 
narrative, the story of Jonah has a setting, characters, a plot, and themes. It also relies 
heavily on such literary devices as irony.”16 



The Minor Prophets – The Book of Jonah 

 
 

 
WHAT TIME IS IT? 

 
Jonah’s Ministry @782 BC - 750 BC 

782 Death of King Xuan of Zhou, King of the Zhou Dynasty (1122 BC—256 BC) of China - 780 The first historic solar eclipse is 

recorded in China - 776 First Olympic games are held in Greece – June 15, 763 BC, A solar eclipse at this date is used to fix the 

chronology of the Ancient Near East - April 21, 753 BC,  Rome founded by Romulus (according to tradition) - Kings of Israel: 

Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem – Kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz – 722 Israel sent into the Assyrian captivity – 

Prophets who were contemporary with Jonah: Elisha (Israel) and possibly Amos and Hosea (Israel) - 700 The Upanishads, a 

sacred text of Hinduism, are written around this time 

83

 
IV. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK? 
 
Jonah was commissioned to inform Nineveh (the chief city of Assyria) of God's coming 
judgment upon them.  The book of Jonah records how God ‘encouraged’ Jonah to obey that 
commission and the circumstances surrounding the way in which it was carried out. 
 
Jonah was written to demonstrate: 1) that God is merciful to all people and 2) that His 
children must be controlled by a biblical view of God rather then a self-originating view.  
“The main purpose of the book is to teach Israelites that God loves other nations than their 
own; or, in fact, to teach us that he loves other nations than our own.”17   
 
The message of the book can be summarized along three distinct lines.  First, God is a 
sovereign Creator.  Second, this sovereign Creator has the right to show His compassion by 
delivering those who repent in response to His message of judgment. And finally, His 
servants must submit obediently to Him."18   
 
“The primary purpose of the book of Jonah is to engage readers in theological reflection on 
the compassionate character of God, and in self-reflection on the degree to which their own 
character reflects this compassion, to the end that they become vehicles of this compassion 
in the world that God has made and so deeply cares about.”19 
 
V. SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
“Nineveh was the last 
capital of the Assyrian 
Empire located on the east 
bank of the Tigris River, 
and was destroyed in 612 
BC through a military 
alliance of Medes, 
Babylonians and 
Scythians.”20  Assyrian 
kings who had to do with 
Israel and Judah were: 
 

Shalmaneser II (825-806 BC) Began to “cut off Israel.” 
Adad-Nirari   (808-783) Took tribute from Israel. Jonah's visit? 
Tiglath-pileser III (747-727) Deported most of Israel 
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Shalmaneser IV (727-722) Besieged Samaria 
Sargon II  (722-705) Carried rest of Israel captive. Isaiah 
Sennacherib  (705-681) Invaded Judah. Isaiah 
Esar-haddon  (681-668) Very powerful 
Assur-banipal (668-626) Most powerful and brutal, Nahum? 

 Two weak kings (626-607)  
 The empire fell  (607BC)21 
 
“Nineveh proper was 3 miles long and 1 and 1/2 miles wide.  Greater Nineveh included 
Calah 20 miles to south, and Khorsabad 10 miles to north.  The triangle formed by the 
Tigris and the Zab was included in the fortifications of Nineveh.”22   
 
“Nineveh stood on the eastern bank of the Tigris River. It had walls 100 feet high and 50 
feet thick, and the main one, punctuated by 15 gates, was over seven and one-half miles 
long. The total population was probably about 600,000 including the people who lived in 
the suburbs outside the city walls (cf. 4:11). The residents were idolaters and worshipped 
Asur and Ishtar, the chief male and female deities, as did almost all the Assyrians. 
Assyria was a threat to Israel's security (cf. Hos. 11:5; Amos 5:27).”23 
 
“Jeroboam II, in whose reign Jonah prophesied, was the most powerful king in the 
Northern Kingdom (cf. 2 Kings 14:23-29).”24    
 

VI. AN OUTLINE FOR JONAH 
 

“The book of Jonah is a literary masterpiece. While the story line is so simple that children 
follow it readily, the story is marked by as high a degree of literary sophistication as any 
book in the Hebrew Bible. The author employs structure, humor, hyperbole, irony, double 
entendre, and literary figures like merism to communicate his message with great 
rhetorical power.  The main category for the book is satire—the exposure of human vice or 
folly.”25 
 

“Deciding the genre of Jonah may well be the most important decision an interpreter makes. 

Some genre attributions lead us to expect historical information from the book. Others lead us to 

dismiss the supernatural elements of the story as "merely legendary".  

As always our decision will open some possibilities for interpretation while closing others. For 

example if Jonah is some sort of historical document (say the "memoirs of Jonah son of 

Amittai") then we will hardly expect humour.  

Like Ruth the category "history" does not really fit, for there is no sign of dependence on 

archives or other documentary sources, and the style is highly artful. 
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In most respects Jonah fits well with Ruth in the categories of either novella or Hebrew Short 

Story.  

Like texts classified as "novella" (novelle) Jonah has few characters, but at least some subplots. 

Characterisation is less well rounded than is usual. Yet Jonah does not tell of everyday events, 

and God is very evident as a character in this story. 

Campbell's list of features of Hebrew Short Stories also fits well:  

the use of elevated style (Kunstprosa) especially for speech,   

the mixture of public and private interests,  

the apparent desire to both entertain and to instruct and  

the use of highly individualised characters; 

the "Hebrew short story" also often describes historical events and shows some concern 

for historical accuracy. 

Yet the presence of miracles in Jonah distinguishes it from Ruth, as does the presence of humour. 

Didactic intention is also more evident in Jonah. Not least in the final scene where God evidently 

seeks to instruct his prophet (and so presumably also the reader).”26 

 

“Unexpected heroes/role reversals – Jonah is a book filled with unexpected role reversals. We 

expect the prophet of God to be the “hero” and the pagan sailors and pagan king to be the 

villains, but the surprise ending is that the pagans turn out to be more faithful to God than his 

prophet, for they repent and trust God. It should not be lost on the reader that the prophet of God 

is clearly depicted as being disobedient and stubborn, never fully sharing the vision of God to 

reach all people.  

 1:6 – Note the contrast between the sleeping Jonah with the vigilant crew, reminiscent of 

Jesus’ disciples sleeping while He prayed at Gethsemane Matt 26:36-46). 

 1:9-12 – Note that the sailors who worshipped pagan gods believed Jonah’s proclamation 

that Jehovah had authority over the wind and the sea. 

 Note the surprising contrast that the wind, sea, storm, sailors, fish, pagan king, Nineveh, 

the plant, and the worm all obeyed God, but not Jonah. 

 Note the contrast between Jonah’s stubbornness and exaggerated frustration, asking to 

end his life (1:17; 4:3, 8-9), contrast to pagan sailors who revere the sanctity of human 

life, and fear God. 

 Jonah prayed for salvation in chapter 2, but against the Ninevite’s salvation in chapter 

4.”27 
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“The book of Jonah has an interesting structure that might be described as “mirror 
images,” or “book ends,” or, more technically, a chiastic structure. In chapters 1 and 4, the 
prophet is rebelling against God. In chapters 2 and 3, the prophet is obeying God, albeit not 
always with a good attitude. Chapters 1 and 4 are the book ends on either side of the 
prophet’s grudging obedience in chapters 2 and 3.”28 
 

“The Book of Jonah is primarily a story about the character of God. As such, it can be 
divided into four sections, roughly divided by each chapter: (1) God's sovereignty, (2) 
God’s deliverance, (3) God's mercy, and (4) God's righteousness. It may also be outlined in 
the following manner: 

 God's first commission and Jonah’s rebellion  

o God's deliverance toward Jonah and Jonah’s prayer of thanksgiving  

 God's second commission and Jonah’s obedience  

o God's deliverance toward Nineveh and Jonah’s complaint of ingratitude”29 

This book is a challenge to obey God's sovereign rule through the negative example of 
Jonah and his rebellion.  “The theme of this prophecy (which is really a biography rather 
than a sermonic discourse) is that God's mercy and compassion extend even to the heathen 
nations on condition of their repentance.”30   
 

Jonah’s rebellion (Chapter 1) 
 Jonah’s prayer (Chapter 2) 
  Jonah’s preaching (Chapter 3:1-4) 
 Nineveh’s prayer (3:4ff) 
Jonah’s rebellion (Chapter 4) 
 

A. Jonah’s commissioning and flight (1:1–3)  

B. Jonah and the pagan sailors (1:4–16)  

C. Jonah’s grateful prayer (1:17–2:10)  

A'. Jonah’s recommissioning and compliance (3:1–3a)  

B'. Jonah and the pagan Ninevites (3:3b–10)  

C'. Jonah’s angry prayer (4:1–4)  

D. Jonah’s lesson about compassion (4:5–11)31 
 

Interesting tidbits –  
1) The journey away from God is always leading one down [1:3, 5],  
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2) Jonah slept in the storm; Jesus slept in the storm (Matt. 8:24),  
3) God controls the outcome of lots cast [1:7],  
4)  Jonah’s head knowledge did not align with his heart/emotion [1:9, 10; 4:2, 3].  Jonah 

was very candid about where he was in relation to the revelation of God.  
5)  Sometimes the unbelieving value life more than we do [1:12, 13],  
6) When God is working out His Story no one and nothing can stop Him [1:13],  
7)  The swallowing of Jonah was by divine appointment [1:17].  
8)  Jonah’s poutiness is actually humorous [chap. 4].  One can see the small child 

stomping their foot and crossing their arms in silly defiance. 
 
I cannot fathom the horror of being awake in the stomach of a great fish (2:1).  When Jonah 
came to his senses, God commanded the fish and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land 
(2:10).  The experience of chapter 2 is at best unpleasant.  I cannot process having to relive 
the event by perpetual retelling.   
 
QUESTIONS within the Book 
 
1. Did Jonah of his own choosing reject God’s direction for his life?   
2. How did God make the unwilling will willing? 
3. The Book of Jonah is not a statement concerning the “free” will of man, but the absolute 

sovereignty of God. 
4. What constitutes the act of believing by the sailors in chapter 1 and the Ninevites in 

chapter 3?  Was it redemptive? 
5. Chapter 3:10 speaks of God seeing their works and as a consequence of their works, He 

relents.  How might we explain the relationship between their faith and then the work? 
Is there a parallel of thought between this and the Book of James? 

 

VII. KEY DOCTRINAL IDEAS IN JONAH 
 
The book of Jonah is strongly programmatic. God’s Vision for His creation and people is 
coming to pass. No one and nothing can stop God from doing what He does. 
 
“Jonah is a book that probes the perplexing question of why God's mercy is sometimes 
dispensed to people who do not seem to deserve it.”32 
 
“The purpose of the book of Jonah is plainly stated: ‘Should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city?’ (4:11). The compassion of God for all people, even Israel's 
enemies, is at the heart of the book.”33  
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A. God seeks to save worshippers from every tongue, tribe, people, and nation.  
 
“The book of Jonah was a reminder to Israel of her missionary purpose.”34   
 

“This short story, as Wellhausen has best expressed it, is directed "against the impatience of 
the Jewish believers, who are fretting because, notwithstanding all predictions, the 
antitheocratic world-empire has not yet been destroyed;—because Yahweh is still 
postponing His judgment of the heathen, giving them further time for repentance. Yahweh, 
it is hinted, is hoping that they will turn from their sins in the eleventh hour; and He has 
compassion for the innocent ones, who would perish with the guilty. All the details of the 
book are subordinated and made subservient to this one purpose; and there is every 
probability that it was invented only for that purpose, whereby of course appeal to other, 
well-known motives also is not excluded.”35 
 

“The story is recorded primarily to show God's concern for all nations and to impress upon 
Israel her missionary obligations to the world.”36   
 

"The main purpose of the book is to teach Israelites that God loves other nations than their 
own; or, in fact, to teach us that he loves other nations than our own. In service of this 
purpose, Jonah stands for most Israelites—or most of us—as he represents the typical 
attitude people tend to have toward nations they have no reason to love themselves."37 
 

"The overriding theme of the book is the sovereign God's grace toward sinners, illustrated 
in His decision to withhold His judgment from the guilty but repentant Ninevites."38 
 

"God's grace was extended to the most hostile and aggressive of Israel's Gentile 
neighbors—the Assyrians. Surprisingly, they were even more responsive to God's 
messenger than was Israel, all to the chagrin of Jonah."39 
 

God has a desire for those outside of the theocracy (1:14-16; 3:8-10; 4:9-11).  Though God’s 
dealings were primarily with Israel, Israel had a responsibility to carry God’s Word to the 
surrounding nations.   
 

The message Jonah brought was a mere 8 words (NASB95 3:4), yet his audience heard the 
message and believed.  Our text tells us of Nineveh’s “salvation.”  Why does Micah speak 
of their destruction and why were they used of God as an instrument to punish the 10 
Northern Tribes? 
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B. “The sanctity of life is a central theme of the book.”40 
 
Sometimes those who do not know God are more passionate about the sanctity of life than 
the people of God.  We see this with the sailors and Jonah’s disappointment in the 
“salvation” of the Ninevites. 
 
 C. The book demonstrates the control of God in accomplishing His purposes 

(1:17; 4:6-8). 
 
God works providentially in the performing of His will.  He ‘prepared’ a great fish, a 
gourd, a worm, and an east wind.  
 

Jon 1:4 The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on 
the sea so that the ship was about to break up. 
Jon 1:17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in 
the stomach of the fish three days and three nights. 
Jon 4:6 So the LORD God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a 
shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely 
happy about the plant. 
Jon 4:7 But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day and it attacked 
the plant and it withered. 
Jon 4:8 When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat 

down on Jonah's head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, and 

“Death is better to me than life." 

 

“God is in total control of the forces of nature but is not part of them. The sea is not a 
person but a part of creation. Yahweh can make it rage or be still (Jonah 1:4 Jonah 1:13 
Jonah 1:15).He can send the wind and cause a storm (1:4 ). He can remove the clouds and 
make the sun bear down with all its force (4:8 ). He can use the fierce desert wind to carry 
out his plan (4:8 ). 

He can appoint huge denizens of the deep (2:1 ) or commission a tiny worm (4:7) to do his 
will. If he wishes, he can make a special plant come up from the earth to fulfill his purpose 
(4:6 ).He can also control people—even those who have not previously known him.  In 1:15 
the sailors throw Jonah into the ocean, but in 2:4 the action is attributed to Yahweh. He is 
the God of heaven but also Creator of the sea and dry land (1:9 ). The sovereign Lord even 
controls the casting of the lots so that they identify Jonah as the source of the calamity (1:7-
10 ).”41 

 



The Minor Prophets – The Book of Jonah 

 
 

 
WHAT TIME IS IT? 

 
Jonah’s Ministry @782 BC - 750 BC 

782 Death of King Xuan of Zhou, King of the Zhou Dynasty (1122 BC—256 BC) of China - 780 The first historic solar eclipse is 

recorded in China - 776 First Olympic games are held in Greece – June 15, 763 BC, A solar eclipse at this date is used to fix the 

chronology of the Ancient Near East - April 21, 753 BC,  Rome founded by Romulus (according to tradition) - Kings of Israel: 

Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem – Kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz – 722 Israel sent into the Assyrian captivity – 

Prophets who were contemporary with Jonah: Elisha (Israel) and possibly Amos and Hosea (Israel) - 700 The Upanishads, a 

sacred text of Hinduism, are written around this time 

90

 D. God works through secondary agents to accomplish His purpose.   
 
Here we are dealing with gentile pagans who in the face of immediate and impending 
judgment turn from their activities and toward the God of the judgment.  Yet in contrast 
we see the nation of Israel refusing to turn from their sin though the recipients of God’s 
promises.  
 
Prayer is seen in Jonah, the sailors and in the inhabitants of Nineveh.  Repentance is also 
seen.  Not necessarily the quality nor its sincerity, but rather the turning.  Affliction is a 
great provocateur of prayer (2:2). 
 
The Sovereign God instructs His people that He delivers those who reform (i.e. Sailors 
repent and God delivers them, Jonah repents and God delivers him, Nineveh repents and 
God delivers them).  
 
“The underlying theology in the book of Jonah is two-fold:  

1. God’s compassion extends to all nations of the earth; and 
2. Israel is under responsibility to be the vehicle by which that compassion is made 

known. 
The sages consciously chose this book to be read in the afternoon service, as the Sabbath of 
Sabbaths, the Day of Atonement, draws to an end. As we pray for forgiveness and for a 
year of life, we recall that God is the God of all mankind, of all the Ninevehs of the world, 
and man, created in God’s image, is obligated to embrace and extend that compassion.”42 
 
APPLICATION 
 

 Do you see the sovereignty of God working in all things? 

 God is always speaking to His people, what is He saying to you? 

 God is faithful in fulfilling His Word to bless all the nations, including those of our 
enemies (Rom. 12:14-17). 

 As Christians we must be careful that our patriotism does not interfere with our 
evangelism.  Our nation is at war with several nations (i.e. people groups).  We must 
pray for those in our government and respect those who have authority over us (Rom. 
13:1; 1 Tim. 2:1, 2; Titus 3:1) knowing the decision they make affect our witness and our 
worship.  God just might be saving those whom we “wish dead” [awkward]. 

 We must also see ourselves as the servant of others and not their better or superior 
(Luke 18:9-14).  Racial bigotry or gender bias has no place in the body of Christ (Gal. 
3:28). This does not dismiss functional hierarchy, but it does dismiss ontological 
superiority.   
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 God uses whatever He wishes to accomplish the fulfillment of His promise.  Jonah is 
not the stereotypical image of one we would think God would choose to use, but God 
chose what we wouldn’t to accomplish what we can’t.  Living clean is good; but God 
can and does use us while “unclean.”  Such a theology of mercy and grace does not 
promote sinning (cf. Rom. 5, 6), but it does speak to the overarching providence of God 
in the working out of His will.  God uses the rebellious while in rebellion! 

 Thankfully God is the God of the second chance (2:1).  How many chances do you think 
God has extended to you in the living out of His Story? 
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“ALL THE NATIONS” 
The Global and Ethnic Magnitude of what God intended when He 

told Adam and Eve to “till the soil and fill the earth [Gen. 1:28]” 
 

Ge 18:18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the 

nations of the earth will be blessed? 

Ge 22:18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed 

My voice." 

Ge 26:4 "I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants 

all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 

Isa 2:2 Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will 

be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the 

nations will stream to it. 

Jer 3:17 "At that time they will call Jerusalem 'The Throne of the LORD,' and all the nations 

will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the name of the LORD; nor will they walk anymore 

after the stubbornness of their evil heart. 

Jer 33:9 'It will be to Me a name of joy, praise and glory before all the nations of the earth 

which will hear of all the good that I do for them, and they will fear and tremble because of all 

the good and all the peace that I make for it.' 

Eze 39:21 "And I will set My glory among the nations; and all the nations will see My judgment 

which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them. 

Hag 2:7 'I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I 

will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD of hosts. 

Zec 14:16 ¶ Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against 

Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to 

celebrate the Feast of Booths. 

Mal 3:12 "All the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land," says the 

LORD of hosts. 

Mt 25:32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one 

another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 

Mt 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

Mr 11:17 And He began to teach and say to them, "Is it not written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE 

CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS'? But you have made it a ROBBERS' DEN." 

Lu 24:47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all 

the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
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Ga 3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 

gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU." 

Re 12:5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 

iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 

Re 15:4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE 

NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN 

REVEALED." 

 

“ALL THE EARTH” 

Just from the Psalms 
 

Ps 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth, Who have displayed Your 

splendor above the heavens! 9 O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

Ps 33:8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 

Him. 

Ps 47:2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared, A great King over all the earth. 

Ps 47:7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with a skillful psalm. 

Ps 57:5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; Let Your glory be above all the earth. 11 Be 

exalted above the heavens, O God; Let Your glory be above all the earth. 

Ps 66:1 Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; 4 "All the earth will worship You, And will sing 

praises to You; They will sing praises to Your name." Selah. 

Ps 83:18 That they may know that You alone, whose name is the LORD, Are the Most High 

over all the earth. 

Ps 96:1 ¶ Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Ps 96:9 Worship the LORD in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth. 

Ps 97:9 For You are the LORD Most High over all the earth; You are exalted far above all gods. 

Ps 98:4 ¶ Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises. 

Ps 100:1 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. 

Ps 108:5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, And Your glory above all the earth. 
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THE SEED 
THE SEED, ISRAEL, AND THE NATIONS 

https://bible.org/seriespage/promised-seed-source-blessing-god%E2%80%99s-perfect-plan 

I found the following notes profitable. Often we are narrow in our reading of the biblical text. Israel plays a 

significant role in how God would carry out His Mission. The Mission, however, is far more expansive than 

just Israel. The following thoughts show the expansive nature of God’s Vision for His world. 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s 

house, to the land which I will show you; And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make 

your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses 

you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). 

These few words spoken to Abraham are reiterated frequently in the Bible. Concerning this covenant, several 

observations are crucial to our understanding of the promised “seed.” 

(1) The “seed” of Abraham are both the recipients of God’s blessings and the instruments through whom 

God’s blessings are passed on to others. Abraham’s seed will “be blessed” and will “be a blessing” (verse 2). 

Israel overemphasized the blessings they would receive, and as a rule, ignored their responsibility to be a 

blessing to others. 

(2) God’s covenant with Abraham promised blessings not for just Jews alone, but for both Jews and 

Gentiles. God’s promise to Abraham includes Abraham’s descendants (“you,” verse 2) and “all the families 

of the earth” (verse 3). 

(3) Man’s response to Abraham’s “seed” would determine whether they were blessed or cursed by God. 

Whether they were Abraham’s physical descendants or those of other nations, the Abrahamic covenant 

promised blessings only to those who bless Abraham’s “seed.” Those who reject the “seed” will be cursed. 

(4) The Abrahamic covenant does not yet make clear that the “seed” of Abraham, which is to be the source 

of blessing or cursing, is the Messiah, Jesus Christ. This will be made clear in the New Testament. 

(5) The physical line through whom Messiah was to come included Gentiles. The blessings of the Abrahamic 

covenant extended to the Gentiles. Beyond this, a few Gentiles were even included in the messianic line, the 

line of the promised “seed.” The Old Testament account includes these Gentiles in the lineage of Messiah: 

Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth. While Gentile women are included, never is a Gentile man included in the line. This 

gives one food for thought. 

(6) The fundamental error of the Israelites was to selectively accept the promises of God with regard to His 

blessings. The ungodly Israelites simply picked those promises which suited their sinful desires and ignored 

the rest. They embraced the promises of the “seed” as a blessing to Israel while ignoring the promises of His 

coming to judge sinners, whether Jew or Gentile. 
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JONAH - “The Dark Side of Grief” 
A CASE STUDY OF A CONFLICTED PROPHET 

 

The psychology instructor had just finished a lecture on mental health and was giving an oral quiz. 

Speaking specifically about manic depression, she asked, “How would you diagnose a patient who walks 

back and forth screaming at the top of his lungs one minute, then sits in a chair weeping uncontrollably 

the next?” 

 

A young man in the rear raised his hand and answered, “A basketball coach?” 

 

We laugh, but real depression is a serious problem. “Mild or severe, depression affects more people in 

our culture than any other emotional disorder,” says Harvard psychiatrist, Dr. Armand Nicholi II. 

According to a Newsweek article (5/4/87, p. 48), an estimated 30-40 million Americans, twice as many 

women as men, will experience depressive illness at least once. The disorder is so common that it is 

called “the common cold of mental illness.”1 

 

Top 10 Signs of Depression2 
By John M. Grohol, Psy.D. 

 

Depression is a real but often misunderstood mental disorder that can be readily treated with both 

medications and psychotherapy. Sometimes you may think you or a loved one has clinical depression, 

but aren’t really sure what sets it apart from someone who’s just feeling blue sometimes. 

 

Feeling blue, unloved, or hopeless sometimes is a normal part of the human experience. There’s nothing 

wrong with you for feeling that way from time to time, especially in reaction to specific events in your 

life — like a death in the family, a romantic breakup, a poor grade, or losing a promotion at work. That’s 

not depression. 

 

Depression often comes about for absolutely no reason whatsoever. It can hit someone when they’re 

just living their lives, doing nothing particularly special, and suddenly can’t function. Nothing seems to 

matter. The black hole they find themselves in just grows larger and larger every day, and there’s nothing 

they can do to stop it. 

 

Not everyone who is depressed experiences every symptom. Some people experience a few symptoms, 

some many. The severity of symptoms varies with individuals and also varies over time. 

 

Here are ten common signs of clinical depression: 

1. Persistent sad, anxious, or “empty” mood 

2. Feelings of hopelessness or pessimism 

3. Feelings of guilt, worthlessness, or helplessness 
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4. Loss of interest or pleasure in hobbies and activities that were once enjoyed, including [physical 

intimacy] 

5. Decreased energy, fatigue, or feeling “slowed down” 

6. Difficulty concentrating, remembering, or making decisions 

7. Insomnia, early-morning awakening, or oversleeping 

8. Appetite and/or weight loss or overeating and weight gain 

9. Thoughts of death or suicide or actual suicide attempts 

10. Restlessness or irritability 

 

Some people may also experience certain persistent physical symptoms that do not respond to 

treatment, such as headaches, digestive disorders, and chronic pain. 

 

A person who suffers from a major depressive disorder (sometimes also referred to as clinical depression 

or major depression) must either have a depressed mood or a loss of interest or pleasure in daily 

activities consistently for at least a 2 week period. This mood must represent a change from the person’s 

normal mood. 

 

Clinical depression impacts every aspect of a person’s life. It generally doesn’t go away on its own, and 

it’s not the person’s fault. Depression feels like hopeless with no end, pain without relief. 

Treatment helps relieve depressive symptoms and tends to help end a depressive episode more quickly 

than if left untreated. If you feel like you or a loved meets most of the above symptoms, you may want 

to take depression screening quiz to see if you meet the diagnostic criteria for depression. 
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7 Bible Figures Who Struggled with Depression3 
 

We rub shoulders every day with people who are desperate, hurting, and lonely. We may not even be 

aware of the dark road they travel. Sometimes we notice, but often we don’t. Maybe we’re too busy, 

preoccupied, or overwhelmed ourselves. To be honest, many days, we might be those people, the 

desperate, the hurting, the lonely. 

 

Just needing someone to notice.   

To slow down.   

To take time. 

To care. 

 

Though the Bible doesn’t use the word “depression” except in a few translations and verses, it’s often 

referenced by other similar words, such as “downcast,” “brokenhearted,” “troubled,” “miserable,” 

“despairing,” and “mourning,” among others. Throughout the Word, there are a number of stories about 

godly, influential men and women of faith, who struggled and battled through dark times of 

hopelessness and depression. Many of us may find ourselves struggling there today. 

 

But we don’t have to stay stuck there. There’s hope. 

 

7 Stories to Remind Us That We’re Not Alone in Our Battles: 
 

1. David was troubled and battled deep despair. In many of the Psalms, he writes of his anguish, 

loneliness, fear of the enemy, his heart-cry over sin, and the guilt he struggled with because of it. 

We also see his huge grief in the loss of his sons in 2 Samuel 12:15-23 and 18:33. In other places, 

David’s honesty with his own weaknesses gives hope to us who struggle today: 

 

“My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear.” Ps. 38:4 

 

“Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God for I will 

yet praise him, my Savior and my God.” Ps. 42:11 

 

2. Elijah was discouraged, weary, and afraid. After great spiritual victories over the prophets of 

Baal, this mighty man of God feared and ran for his life, far away from the threats of Jezebel. And 

there in the desert, he sat down and prayed, defeated and worn:  

 

“I have had enough Lord, he said. Take my life, I am not better than my ancestors.” 1 Kings 19:4 

 

3. Jonah was angry and wanted to run away. After God called Jonah to go to Nineveh to preach to 

the people, he fled as far away as could. And after a storm at sea, being swallowed by a giant fish, 

and then being saved and given a second chance, he obeyed. He preached God’s message to the 
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people of Nineveh. God’s mercy reached out to all people who turned to Him. But instead of 

rejoicing, Jonah got mad: 

 

“Now O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” Jonah 4:3 

 

And even after God reached out to Jonah again with great compassion, he responded, “…I am 

angry enough to die.” Jonah 4:9 

 

4. Job suffered through great loss, devastation, and physical illness. This righteous man of God lost 

literally everything. So great was his suffering and tragedy that even his own wife said, “Are you 

still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!” Job 2:9 

 

Though Job maintained his faithfulness to God throughout his life, he still struggled deeply 

through the trenches of pain: 

 

“Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came from the womb?” Job 3:11 

 

“I have no peace, no quietness, I have no rest, but only turmoil.” Job 3:26 

 

“I loathe my very life, therefore I will give free rein to my complaint and speak out in the bitterness 

of my soul.” Job 10:1 

 

“Terrors overwhelm me…my life ebbs away, days of suffering grip me. Night pierces my bones, 

my gnawing pains never rest.” Job 30:15-17 

 

5. Moses was grieved over the sin of his people. In his feelings of anger and betrayal from his own 

people, Moses, as a leader, was about ready to quit. He came down from his mountaintop 

experience with God, commandments in hand, only to find the Israelites in complete chaos and 

sin. His heart-cry to God on their behalf was desperate: 

 

“But now, please forgive their sin – but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.” Ex. 

32:32 

 

6. Jeremiah wrestled with great loneliness, feelings of defeat, and insecurity. Also known as the 

weeping prophet, Jeremiah suffered from constant rejection by the people he loved and reached 

out to. God had called him to preach, yet forbidden him to marry and have children. He lived 

alone, he ministered alone, he was poor, ridiculed, and rejected by his people. In the midst of it, 

he displayed great spiritual faith and strength, and yet we also see his honesty as he wrestled 

with despair and a great sense of failure: 

 

“Cursed be the day I was born…why did I ever come out of the womb to see trouble and sorrow 

and to end my days in shame?” Jer. 20:14,18 
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7. Even Jesus Himself was deeply anguished over what lay before Him. He knew what was to come. 

He knew that God had called him to a journey of great suffering, he knew what must happen in 

order for us to live truly free. Our Savior and Lord was willing to pay the price on our behalf, but 

it wasn’t an easy road. Isaiah prophesied that Christ would be "a man of sorrows, and acquainted 

with grief." Is. 53:3 

 

We can be assured, that in whatever we face, Jesus understands our weakness and suffering, our 

greatest times of temptation and despair, because he too traveled that road, yet without sin. 

 

In the garden, through the night, Jesus prayed, all alone, calling out to His Father, asking Him for 

another way: 

 

“And He said to them, 'My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep 

watch.' And He went a little beyond them, and fell to the ground and began to pray that if it were 

possible, the hour might pass Him by. And He was saying, 'Abba! Father! All things are possible 

for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.'" Mark 14:34-36 

 

The Bible says that so great was his anguish, that he sweat “drops of blood.” Luke 22:44 

 

What’s true about all of these stories and many others is this: God was with them. Close. Near.  

 

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Ps. 34:18 

 

He was there in the good days and in the dark days too. He didn’t condemn them for their questions and 

pain. He didn’t tell them to just tough it out. He reached down to their deepest pit of suffering, and lifted 

them out.  

He cared. 

 

He showed compassion. He offered mercy. He brought hope. He instilled purpose. He gave victory.  

And He still works in the same way today. 

 

Our world desperately need joy-givers, hope-bringers, those in our lives who will help us remember what 

real grace is and where lasting help is found. 

 

The greatest truth is this, we have a Savior who understands our pain, who knows about every weakness 

and hurt, and reaches out with compassion and hope.  

 

He is Healer. Redeemer. Restorer. And friend.  

 

He will never waste the seasons of suffering we face, but will use it, in some way, to bring good, to instill 

purpose, to help others, and to make us stronger.  
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Depression is a common, yet very treatable condition that affects many people in our world. Yet statistics 

tell us that only about one-third of those who are depressed actually receive treatment. This is 

unfortunate since 80-90% of those who do seek treatment often report feeling better within just a few 

weeks. It’s also known that depression is the linked cause for over two-thirds of suicides reported each 

year.  

 

Help is available. Don’t feel the need to try to hide your pain, or struggle through on your own. Talk to a 

friend or counselor. Seek out professional treatment and care. 

If you find yourself in dark places today, know that you’re not alone. Not ever. God knows your way, is 

with you always, and has good still in store. 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/psalm-42-43-dealing-depression  
2 https://psychcentral.com/lib/top-10-signs-of-depression/  
3 https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/7-bible-figures-who-struggled-with-depression.html  
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IMPRECATORY PRAYING 
10 Things You Should Know about the Imprecatory Psalms 

https://www.samstorms.com/enjoying-god-blog/post/10-things-you-should-know-about-the-imprecatory-psalms 

Most Christians love the Psalms, for in them we find heartfelt prayer, emotional vulnerability, and 

passionate praise of God. But we also find troubling statements such as these: 

“Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; because of the abundance of 

their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled against you” (Psalm 5:10). 

“Let them be put to shame and dishonor who seek after my life! Let them be turned back and 

disappointed who devise evil against me! Let them be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the 

Lord driving them away! Let their way be dark and slippery, with the angel of the Lord pursuing them! 

For without cause they hid their net for me; without cause they dug a pit for my life. Let destruction 

come upon him when he does not know it! And let the net that he hid ensnare him; let him fall into it- 

to his destruction!” (Psalm 35:4-8) 

“Let those be put to shame and disappointed altogether who seek to snatch away my life; let those be 

turned back and brought to dishonor who desire my hurt! Let those be appalled because of their shame 

who say to me, ‘Aha, Aha!’” (Psalm 40:14-15) 

“For their crime will they escape? In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!” (Psalm 56:7) 

“Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you, and on the kingdoms that do not call upon 

your name!” (Psalm 79:6) 

Honestly, that’s only a fraction of the Psalms in which prayers for the judgment of God’s enemies are 

found. Here is a more complete list, in case you’re interested in reading all of them: Pss. 

5:10; 6:10; 7:6; 9:19-20; 10:2,15; 17:13; 28:4; 31:17-18; 35:1,4-8,19,24-26; 40:14-

15; 41:10; 54:5; 55:9,15; 56:7; 58:6-10; 59:5,11-14; 63:9-10; 68:1-2; 69:22-28; 70:2-3; 71:13; 79:6,10-

12; 83:9-18 (cf. Judges 4:15-21; 5:25-27); 94:1-4; 97:7; 104:35; 109:6-19,29; 119:84; 129:5-7; 137:7-9; 

139:19-22; 140:8-11; 141:10; 143:12. 

Many believe these "prayers" (if it is even legitimate to call them "prayers") are beneath the dignity of 

the Christian and are not to be viewed as examples for us to follow. They are, rather, the expressions of 

man's sinful desire for vengeance on his enemies. These psalms, so some have said, are not God’s 

precepts but man’s “defective prayers”. They are “cold-blooded” expressions of “malignant cruelty” and 

must never be regarded as inspired of God. 

We can’t dismiss the problem by insisting such prayers are found only in the Old Testament or that they 

reflect a sub-standard morality inappropriate to the New Testament Christian. Both testaments present 

the same perfect and exalted standard for life. God's moral law is immutable and is everywhere the 
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same. We must be careful never to pit Scripture against Scripture, as if to suggest that the OT calls for a 

different, perhaps inferior, ethical response to one's enemies than does the NT. 

Furthermore, one must address the fact that in the NT similar "imprecations" on the enemies of God are 

found (see especially Luke 10:10-16; Galatians 1:8; 5:12; 1 Corinthians 16:21-22; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-

10; 2 Timothy 4:14; Revelation 6:10; 19:1-2). Consider the prayer request: “Thy kingdom come” 

(Matthew 6:10). This is to invoke divine judgment on all other kingdoms and all those who oppose the 

reign of God. Even Jesus used imprecatory language in Matthew 23:13,15,16,23,24,27,29, and especially 

23:33. See also his use of Psalm 41:8-10 in Matthew 26:23-24 as a pronouncement of God's judgment 

on Judas. 

Consider Peter's citation of the imprecatory section in Psalms 69 and 109 in reference to Judas Iscariot: 

"For it is written in the book of Psalms, 'Let his homestead be made desolate, and let no man dwell in it'; 

and, 'His office let another man take'" (Acts 1:20). Peter is here citing an invocation of judgment and a 

curse against the one who betrayed God’s Messiah. 

With these things in mind, let’s take note of ten things we should know about imprecations in the psalms. 

(1) What we read in these OT Psalms are not emotionally uncontrolled outbursts by otherwise sane and 

compassionate people. Imprecations such as those listed above are found in high poetry and are the 

product of reasoned meditation (not to mention divine inspiration!). They are calculated petitions, not 

spontaneous explosions of a bad temper. Certainly there are examples in OT history and prose narrative 

of actions and attitudes that are sinful and not to be emulated. But the psalms are expressions of public 

worship to be modeled. 

(2) We should remember that in Deuteronomy 27-28 the Levites pronounce imprecations against Israel 

if she proves unfaithful to the covenant. Israel, in accepting the law, brought herself under its sanctions. 

She in essence pronounced curses upon herself should she break the covenant, and God looked on their 

response with favor. In other words, God's people were commanded to pray for God's curses upon 

themselves if they forsook him! We must never think that God is any less severe on his own covenant 

people than he is on the unbelieving nations who are regularly given to idolatry. 

(3) These prayers are not expressions of personal vengeance. In fact, most imprecations are in psalms 

written by David, perhaps the least vengeful man in the OT (consider his dealings with Saul, Nabal, 

Absalom, Shimei, etc.; see especially 2 Sam. 24:12). David never asks that he be allowed to “get even” 

with or “pay back” his enemies. His prayer is that God would act justly in dealing with transgressors. 

There is a vast difference between vindication and vindictiveness. David’s passion was for the triumph of 

divine justice, not the satisfaction of personal malice. The OT was as much opposed to seeking personal 

vengeance against one's personal enemies as is the NT (see Exod. 23:4-5; Lev. 19:17-18). 

(4) We also must remember that imprecations are nothing more than human prayers based on divine 

promises. One is simply asking God to do what he has already said he will do (often repeatedly 

throughout the Psalms themselves). For example, in Matthew 7:23 Jesus declares that on the day of 

judgment he will say to hypocrites, “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” Is 

it wrong for us to pray that Jesus do precisely that? Is it wrong for us to build a prayer on a promise? 
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“Oh, Lord, cause those to depart from you who do evil,” appears to be a perfectly legitimate petition. (In 

this regard, compare Pss. 35:5 with 1:4; 58:6 with 3:7; 35:8 with 9:15; and 35:26 with 6:10.) 

(5) Imprecations are expressions provoked by the horror of sin. David prayed this way because of his 

deep sensitivity to the ugliness of evil. Perhaps the chief reason why he wasn’t bothered by prayers of 

imprecation and we are is that he was bothered by sin and we aren’t! It is frightening to think that we 

can stand in the presence of evil and not be moved to pray as David did. 

(6) The motivation behind such prayers is zeal for God’s righteousness, God’s honor, God’s reputation, 

and the triumph of God’s kingdom. Is our willingness to ignore blasphemy and overlook evil due to a 

deficiency in our love for God and his name? Could our reaction to the imprecatory psalms be traced to 

the fact that we love men and their favor more than we love God and his? 

(7) Another factor to keep in mind is that David, being king, was God’s representative on earth. Thus, an 

attack on David was, in effect, an attack on God. David’s enemies were not his private opponents but 

adversaries of God. David’s ire is aroused because they “speak against you [God] with malicious 

intent; your enemies take your name in vain! Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do I not 

loathe those who rise up against you?” (Psalm 139:20-21; cf. Psalm 5:10; emphasis mine). 

(8) The prayers of imprecation are rarely, if ever, for the destruction of a specific individual but almost 

always of a class or group, namely, “the wicked” or “those who oppose Thee”. 

(9) We must keep in mind that in most instances these prayers for divine judgment come only after 

extended efforts on the part of the psalmist to call the enemies of God to repentance. These are not 

cases of a momentary resistance to God but of unrepentant, recalcitrant, incessant, hardened and 

haughty defiance of him. In other words, the psalmist calls for divine judgment against them so long as 

they persist in their rebellion. We love our enemies by praying for their repentance. But if they callously 

and consistently refuse, our only recourse is to pray that God’s judgment be full and fair. It’s important 

to remember that there often comes a time in human sin when God withdraws his merciful hand and 

gives over the human heart to its chosen path. Paul described this in Romans 1. Jesus envisioned a 

pattern of sin so persistent and calloused that he declared it unforgivable (see Matthew 12:32; see also 1 

Cor. 16:22). 

(10) David knows that he needs spiritual protection lest he “hate” God’s enemies for personal reasons. 

That is why he concludes Psalm 139 with the prayer that God purify his motives and protect his heart: 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” (vv. 23-24) 

Therefore, when David speaks of “hatred” for those who oppose God’s kingdom he is neither malicious 

nor bitter nor vindictive, nor moved by self-centered resentment. But he most certainly is jealous for 

God’s name and firmly at odds with those who blaspheme. 
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JONAH
A Conflicted ProphetA Conflicted ProphetA Conflicted ProphetA Conflicted Prophet

AAAA Consistent GodConsistent GodConsistent GodConsistent God
 

JONAH - EVIDENCE
•2Ki 14:25 He restored the border of Israel from 
the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the 
Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant 
Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of 
Gath-hepher.
• Jonah is a functioning/serving prophet to the people and 

kings of Israel.
 

JONAH - EVIDENCE
• Mt 12:39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous 

generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of 
Jonah the prophet; 40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS 
IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 "The men of Nineveh will stand up 
with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah 
is here.

• Notice how our Lord uses Jonah. Not as an example of his failure, 
but as a shadow of His impending death, burial, and resurrection. 
Jonah is also used as a benchmark against those who do not 
repent.

 

JONAH - EVIDENCE
•Mt 16:4 "An evil and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except 
the sign of Jonah." And He left them and went 
away.

•Again, our Lord uses Jonah to silence the 
questioning/challenges of the religious 
establishment.

 

JONAH - EVIDENCE
• Lu 11:29 ¶ As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, 

"This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks for a sign, 
and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 30 
"For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the 
Son of Man be to this generation. 32 "The men of Nineveh 
will stand up with this generation at the judgment and 
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

• The surroundings appear different than those of Matthew, 
but our Lord’s usage is the same.

 

JONAH - CONCLUSION
•Although we identify Jonah by his failure, our 
Lord does not. God understands us as to 
where we are emotionally / spiritually. Jonah 
was a faithful prophet who served his country 
by serving his Lord. He knew what was true, 
but struggled emotionally with a lot of things.

 

JONAH - CONCLUSION
•God is not overturned by our failure or our 
frailty. He knows both intimately. God 
forgives because we are failing and frail. 

•Jonah believed in God. He did not struggle in 
his relationship to God. He only struggled in 
having “good things happen to bad people.”
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‘ALL THE NATIONS’
1. What is Jonah telling us about 

GOD’S VISION?

2. What is Jonah telling us about 
GOD’S MISSION?
•These two questions answer why God loves 

Assyrians [i.e. “fill in the blank”.]
 

‘ALL THE NATIONS’
If we do not understand the 
macro, we will fail to read 

correctly the micro.

 

OUR CHALLENGE
•What does this Story tell us 
about OURSELVES?
•Although we can know what is true, our 
emotions will often fail to align with our 
intellect. This isn’t “morally” right or wrong, but 
it does need to be recognized and addressed.
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OUR CHALLENGE
•What does this Story tell us 
about GOD?
•God is always predictable. He will always 
work in alignment with His program.

 

READING JONAH
•Irony

•Parody
•Satire

•Comedy
 

READING JONAH
• IRONY - Irony exists in the gaps, between what we are told 

and what we are meant to understand; between our 
expectations and what actually happens; between what a 
character knows and what the narrative reveals. If you say 
my green plaid shirt looks good on me, implying that it does 
not, you are being ironic. When a restaurant burns down, it’s 
merely unfortunate; when the fire house burns down, it’s 
ironic because we would never expect that to happen. 
http://www.biblestudymagazine.com/bible-study-magazine-blog/2015/5/07/irony-in-jonah

 

READING JONAH
• PARODY - Typically lampoons a piece of literature.

• SATIRE - Targets people (specific or stereotyped categories).

• I'll stick with the reading of Jonah as comic. The book starts in 
alienation, with the great City of Nineveh all sinful and (therefore) 
separated from God, and ends in reconciliation and integration, with 
a reformed Nineveh reconciled to God. And along the way Jonah 
converts a boatload of sailors and he himself goes from misery in the 
depths to release and freedom and pulling off the greatest Prophetic 
success of all time in saving Nineveh.

• http://www.academia.edu/11796322/_Teaching_The_Biblical_Book_of_Jonah_as_Satire_and_Comedy

 

READING JONAH
• First, Jonah is a narrative—a story, comparable to other narrative 

sections of the Bible such as those found in Genesis or Judges. 
Second, it is a short story, comparable to other short stories also 
found in the Bible (e.g., Ruth, Esther, or the Joseph story in Genesis 
37–50). Third, it is a prophetic short story, which is to say it is a story 
involving a prophet as the main character. One might compare the 
stories about Elijah and Elisha, perhaps, in 1 Kings 17–2 Kings 5
which are further examples of "prophetic literature" (see Petersen 
2002). None of this, however, speaks to Jonah's overall force or 
tenor or purpose—that is, is the book of Jonah fiction or nonfiction? 
And what is its point? http://global.oup.com/obso/focus/focus_on_jonah/

 

READING JONAH
• So what further "genre clues" do we get from Jonah? One is 

the highly artificial nature of the book, by which I mean the 
evidence that shows the book has been carefully 
constructed, especially around closely similar and repeating 
structures. Jonah is no quickly jotted down eyewitness 
account of some event in the Iron Age; it is a carefully crafted 
work of literature—a literary artifice. 
http://global.oup.com/obso/focus/focus_on_jonah/

 

READING JONAH
• The end result of these considerations, according to 

McKenzie, is that Jonah is not " history but satire or parody, a 
ridiculous story that makes a serious point" (p. 13). To read 
Jonah as history is to mis-read according to genre—to 
mistake its real genre and therefore to "misconstrue its 
primary message" (p. 2), which for McKenzie has to do with 
the stupidity of prejudice, hatred, arrogance, and bigotry 
toward others (in this case, the Assyrians).

• http://global.oup.com/obso/focus/focus_on_jonah/

 

READING JONAH
• In current trends within critical scholarship, Jonah is commonly 

labeled as parody or satire. The former typically lampoons a piece of 
literature, while the latter targets people (specific or stereotyped 
categories) or events as Jonah does. Satire can be either an 
enactment or a written composition in which vice, folly, or 
incompetence is held up for ridicule. The closer to reality a satire can 
be, the more effective it is. By definition it targets real people and 
tries to use the mannerisms and words that they use. Satire 
exaggerates reality, but is based on reality.

• http://www.patheos.com/blogs/jesuscreed/2013/11/05/satire-or-history-rjs/
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READING JONAH
• Jonah hinges on several “situational” ironies, where 

characters play against type: We expect a prophet to obey 
God, but he doesn’t. We expect pagan sailors and Ninevites
to be unrepentant swine, but they aren’t. We (may) expect 
God to destroy disobedient Jonah, the pagan sailors, or the 
wicked Ninevites, but—surprise!—he doesn’t.

• http://www.biblestudymagazine.com/bible-study-magazine-
blog/2015/5/07/irony-in-jonah

 

STRUCTURE
•God's first commission and Jonah’s rebellion (1)

•God's deliverance toward Jonah and Jonah’s prayer 
of thanksgiving  (2)

•God's second commission and Jonah’s obedience 

(3)

•God's deliverance toward Nineveh and Jonah’s 
complaint of ingratitude (4)

 

4 PART PLAY
•Act 1 - The Scene on the Ship (1)

•Act 2 - The Scene in the Fish (2)

•Act 3 - The Scene in the City (3)

•Act 4 - The Scene on the Hill (4)

 

SCENE 1 – ON THE SHIP
•The storms fury and the sailors fear is 
only matched by the prophet’s fatigue.

 

QUESTION
•Q1 – Why is Jonah so indifferent, so 
despondent, so “calloused?” 

•Q2 - What is Jonah actually 
experiencing?

•A – Deep seated loss, grief, and sadness. 

 

GOD’S LOVE
•Jonah’s anger at God is Jonah wrestling 
with his own loss, grief, and depression.

•When you and I rage against our 
circumstances and situations, we are 
ultimately raging against God and Jonah 
knows this.

 

GOD’S LOVE
•When God confronts Jonah, it is to bring 
him back from his grief and depression. 
How? By reminding him of what is true. 
God is running His program and no one 
and nothing can/will stop Him from 
completing His Vision.

 

 

 



The Minor Prophets – The Book of Jonah 

 

 

111

JONAH 
ACT 1 - THE SCENE ON THE SHIP 

 

OVERVIEW 

• Act 1 - The Scene on the Ship (1) 

• Act 2 - The Scene in the Fish (2) 

• Act 3 - The Scene in the City (3) 

• Act 4 - The Scene on the Hill (4) 
 

IN A NUTSHELL 
 

“(1-3) He is stayed by a tempest. (4-7) His discourse with the mariners. (8-12) He is cast into the sea, 

and miraculously preserved. (13-17).” 
 

I am wanting to turn this story slightly and look at it from a different angle. 
 

 Jews loving Germans during WWII. 

 Native Americans loving White Europeans during the Wester Expansion. 

 Christians might know what is right, but emotionally we will be taxed. 
 

AUTHOR’S EMPHASIS: 
 

“The picturing and fulfilling of God’s Vision is coming to pass through unlikely means.” Here is where 

we see the gospel connection. Our surprise in this text is God’s love for His people where He 

voluntarily offers Himself up for the salvation of all. 
 

OUTLINE 
 

I. The Lord Speaks (vv. 1-3) 
 

There is continued irony throughout the story. 
 

Arise, go to Nineveh (v. 1) 

Jonah arose and fled from Nineveh (v. 3) 
 

Jonah fled from the presence of the Lord. Adam and Eve fled from the presence of the Lord. It is only in 

God’s presence that we find our fullest/truest joy. Jonah’s emotional/spiritual duress caused him to 

flee from the only known cure (v. 3). 
 

II. The Storm Rages (v. 4) 
 

God sent a pursuer after Jonah, even a mighty tempest. 
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The storm’s strength was driven by God.  Like much we are about to read, God directs the storms in 

our life to guide us to emotional/spiritual health. Everything in life is to direct us into His presence. All 

such things exist for our joy. He calls us to trust Him. 
 

III. The Sailors Fear (vv. 5, 10, 16) 
 
5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship 

into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down 

and was fast asleep. 

 
10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew 

that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 

 
16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows. 
 

Fear occurs only three times in Jonah (vv. 5, 10, 16). 

Exceedingly occurs thirteen times in Jonah. 
 Jon 1:2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 

 Jon 1:4 ¶ But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the 

ship was like to be broken.  

 Jon 1:10 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew 

that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.  

 Jon 1:12 And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for 

I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 

 Jon 1:16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.  

 Jon 1:17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 

days and three nights.  

 Jon 3:2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 

 Jon 3:3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 

exceeding great city of three days' journey.  

 Jon 3:5 ¶ So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 

them even to the least of them. 

 Jon 3:7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles 

[great men], saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:  

 Jon 4:1 ¶ But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 

 Jon 4:6 And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over 

his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.  

 Jon 4:11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that 

cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 

 

The fear expressed by the sailors is compatible with the power of the storm. They made a direct 

connection between the storm’s power and the displeasure of their gods. They lived “in story.” We 

would do well to do the same. 
  

“A philosopher being at sea in a violent storm. When the crew began to call earnestly to the gods for 

safety, he said, "’be silent, and cease your prayers; for should the gods know that you are here, we 

shall all be lost.’"1 
 

If God gave us what we deserved, all would be lost. 
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 Grace is God giving us what we do not deserve (i.e. giving away our second cloak to one in 

need). 

 Mercy is God withholding from us what we do deserve (i.e. praying for those who despitefully 

use us). 

 Justice is God acting “fairly” within the system of cause/effect (i.e. paying people what they are 

owed). 
 

God does not have a system of “checks and balances.” He is, however, the God of providence. He is 

behind every earthquake, hurricane, famine, flood, tornado, blizzard, and tsunami. There is no longer a 

cause and effect in the actions of God, but let us not conclude God is not active and engaged.  
 

Revelation shows us what this looks like. He is reclaiming what is rightfully His as Creator and 

Redeemer and it is tribulation. 
 

IV. The Prophet Sleeps (vv. 5b, 6) 
 

“Probably quite exhausted and overcome with distress, which in many cases terminates in a deep 

sleep. So the disciples in the garden of Gethsemane.”2 
 

I do not believe Jonah’s sleep is a result of apathy, but exhaustion. He is emotionally, physically, and 

spiritually spent.  
 

Through the process of casting lots, Jonah is identified as the cause of this storm (v. 7). 
 

“Jonah gave an account of his religion, for that was his business. We may hope that he told with 

sorrow and shame, justifying God, condemning himself, and explaining to the mariners what a great 

God Jehovah is.”3 
 

It is of interest to contrast the fear they had with the storm and the fear they had when it was known 

from whom Jonah fled. 
 

V. The Picture Provided (vv. 11-16) 
 

Here is where we see the gospel connection. Our surprise in this text is God’s love for His people where 

He voluntarily offers Himself up for the salvation of all. 
 

Who is what and what is going on?  
 

 First, the sailors speak of fallen humanity who attempt to appease a wrathful God by out 

rowing His wrath (v. 13). 
 

“The mariners rowed against wind and tide, the wind of God's displeasure, the tide of his counsel; but 

it is in vain to think of saving ourselves any other way than by destroying our sins.”4 
 

 Second, Jonah as a sign will become a voluntary sacrifice that appeases the wrath of God (vv. 

11-15). 

 Third, God’s justice is placated and His wrath abated as sacrifice is made (v. 15). 
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“Without the shedding of blood there can be no remission of sin.” They attempted to appease God 

through the work of their own hands (v. 13-15), but God required “blood.” Jonah had to be offered 

up/sacrificed.  
 

What is God after in all of this? The sailors recognize God as creator and as such He may do what He 

wants with what is His and when He does it, it is always right. God does what pleases Him. How He 

goes about doing this does not always make sense to us, but behind all of it, God is working. 
 

They assumed God controlled life and that a displeased God was behind the storm’s fury. They 

assumed God’s justice must be placated. They assumed the sacrifice would appease God. Jonah was so 

depressed that he was willing to die. He fully expected to die, but God had something else in view. 
 

NT Parallels 

I cannot help but overlay this on the storm on the Sea of Galilee and Jesus sleeping in the boat. No one 

would conclude our Lord is disobedient. All conclude He is exhausted. The size of the storm caused 

seasoned sailors to fear for their lives. God, however, was with them. This parallel needs teasing. 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s NEXT?) 

There is a tendency to ask, “What is God asking you to do that you are not obeying Him in?” 

Or, “How are the hardships in your life pointing to areas of disobedience?” Both questions are wrong. 
 

 First, the primary point is God’s vision for humanity at large. His design has always been global. 
 

“We all are familiar with the story of Jonah and how he did not want to go to Assyria and do as the 

Lord commanded. However, we often miss the point of this important book; namely that God’s 

purpose to save people from all nations is clearly demonstrated even the Old Testament, for the entire 

city of Nineveh repents (Jon 3:1ff). The message is not about Jonah running from God, but God’s mercy 

on sinners. Christ as the true Jonah, fulfills this book by making atonement for sin (3 days idea), but 

also carries forth the message of hope and restoration to all the peoples of the world (Matt 12:39-41). 

However, Jesus does not grumble at God’s mercy to Gentiles, but instead rebukes those who fail to 

understand God’s forgiveness and mercy to pagan nations.”5 
 

 Second, our emotions always lag behind our intellect. God is not threatened by our fatigue nor 

is He challenged by our failure. God is bigger than this. 

 Third, the path of disobedience has an intrinsic demerit. You cannot do what God forbids and 

expect to be emotionally/spiritually stable. 

 Fourth, God is the God of providence. He orders and is behind the natural outworking of this 

universe. I cannot answer as to why things happen only that each event has significance. His 

Story is moving forward. 

 Fifth, every story is to be read Christo-centrically.  

 Finally, what God designed us for is to trust Him even when none of this makes any sense and 

even when emotionally / spiritually we are spent. 

1 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Jonah 1:7. 
2 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Jonah 1:5.  
3 Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on Jonah 1:8-12. 
4 Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on Jonah 1:13-17. 
5 https://theroadtoemmaus.wordpress.com/2007/08/17/the-message-of-the-minor-prophets/  

                                                           


