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Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, 

He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 

that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."

 

One Story

NT [27]
Gospels [4]

Acts [1]

Pauline [13]

Non-Pauline [8]

Revelation [1]

OT [39]
Law [5]

History [12]

Wisdom [5]

Major Prophets [5]

Minor Prophets [12]

 

IF . . . 
If we do not know the Story, . . . 

then we will have a terrible time hearing 
the Spirit’s voice and Obeying His Word.
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. . . 
•In the beginning, God acted and through 
this act, He created a Garden where He 
would meet with His people for their joy. 

•This Garden would display His glory.  
Notice how Exodus 29:42-46 captures 
this idea.

 

“ ”
Immanuel (Matt. 1:23)

and dwelt 

among us, and we saw His glory, glory as 

of the only begotten from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

 

•The Ark of the Covenant – God’s 
Promise to meet with His people 
for their Joy.

•The Mercy Seat – The place where God’s 
Judgment against sin is satisfied [propitiated].

• The Ten Commandments

• God’s Revelation

• Aaron’s Rod that budded

• God’s Mediation

• Jar of Manna

• God’s Provision

 

Garden in Eden
Tabernacle

Temple
The Church No Temple

The whole of the biblical Story
expands on, explains, and explores 

the why of Creation.

Genesis 1, 2
Gen. 3:15-

Malachi
The Gospels Acts - Jude Revelation

 

The whole of the 
biblical Story
expands on, 

explains, and 
explores God’s 
pursuit of His 
people for their 
joy and His glory.

Garden in Eden

Tabernacle

Temple

JESUS

The Church

New Heaven

New Earth

 

-
•The Biblical Text – Luke 24:27, 44-48; 
Acts 17:2, 3; John 1:45; 5:39.

•Is there a center to the biblical Story?

 

The Centerpiece of History is the Death, 
Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ
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-
•At its simplest, the word means “Big 
Story.” The meta-narrative of the Bible is 
the Story about God.

 

-
•The Bible tells one unfolding story of 
redemption against the backdrop of 
creation and humanity's fall into sin. As 
N.T. Wright has put it, the divine drama 
told in Scripture offers a story which is 
the story of the whole world. It is public 
truth.’”

 

•Is there one Story that makes sense of all 
lesser Stories?

•Today’s modern thinker does not believe 
in the biblical Story and rejects it as 
absolute.

-

 

• “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the 
sea” (Isa. 11:9).

• “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).

• Psalm 57:5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be 
over all the earth!

• Isaiah 6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

• Psalm 72:19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole 
earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen!

 

• Psalm 57:11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all 
the earth!

• Habakkuk 3:3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. His 
splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. Selah

• Psalm 108:4-5 For your steadfast love is great above the heavens; your 
faithfulness reaches to the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let 
your glory be over all the earth!

• Numbers 14:21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord,

• Matthew 6:9-10 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

 

The Garden in Eden is God’s “first” 
dwelling place.  It is the “temple” 
where He would meet with His 
people.  The Garden in Eden was to 
be ever expanding through the work 
assigned Adam and Eve until it 
covered the entire globe whereby the 
knowledge of His glory would cover 
the earth for the joy of His people.  

 

We see this by reaching forward to 
Revelation 21:1 where we read of a new 
heaven and a new earth.
• “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea” (Rev. 
21:1).
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In this new creation, there is no temple 
for the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple (Rev. 21:22-24).
• 22 “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the 

Lamb are its temple. 23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its 

lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings 
of the earth will bring their glory into it” (Rev. 21:22-24).

 

What God began in the Garden of Eden, 
He will complete in the new heaven and 
the new earth. God has placed within us 

a longing for the Garden. We know what 

we have lost and we seek its return.

 

– – –

“It is beyond doubt that the faith of the temple 

became Christianity... The gospel as it was first 

preached by Jesus, and as it was developed 

and lived by the early Church, concerned the 

restoration of the true temple.”

“What is recognizable in temple theology is what we 

know as Christianity.”

 

God’s Redemptive God’s Redemptive God’s Redemptive God’s Redemptive 
PurposePurposePurposePurpose
The Means of Reversing the 

Curse and Restoring the Garden 

is in and through JESUS. He is the 
SEED PROMISE and the BLOOD 
PICTURE fulfilled.

 

SO
WHAT?

 

IF . . . 
If what we have said is true, . . . 

then these ideas should help us 
understand the Minor Prophets and their 

primary message.

 

CHRONOLOGICAL

Obadiah

Joel

Jonah

Amos

Hosea

Micah

Before the Exile

[Before 722BC]

Nahum

Zephaniah

Habakkuk

During the Exile

[Up to 536BC]

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

After the Exile

[After 536BC]

CANONICAL

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zachariah

Malachi
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Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Judah

Esther

Persian King

Ezra

Return

Elijah

Isaiah

Daniel

Nehemiah

ASSYRIA

BABYLON

1 
Sa
m
u
e
l

 

1. A General introduction to the Book.
•Who wrote it, to whom did He write it, 
when was it written, and what was going on 
in the “world”

2. The Structure of the Book [How is it 
organized].

 

3. The Emphasis of the Book as a whole 
and how it fits into the Storyline of 
the Bible [i.e. Garden Theology, Seed 
Promise, and Blood Picture].

4. Finally, is there an “application” for 
us/now?

 

[1] Biblical [1] Biblical [1] Biblical [1] Biblical 

TextTextTextText

[2] Then / [2] Then / [2] Then / [2] Then / 

ThemThemThemThem

[3] The [3] The [3] The [3] The 

GospelGospelGospelGospel

[4] Here / [4] Here / [4] Here / [4] Here / 

UsUsUsUs

Exegesis / A.I.M.

Type

Analogy

Application

Contextualizing
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