
The Gospel of John
A Wedding and the Temple

A Wedding (2:1-12)

✓ Literary markers

‣ Cana (Location)

‣ First Sign

✓ Important Themes

‣ The symbol of water.

Water for cleansing becomes wine for celebration. 
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‣ The first sign of Good Wine.

Genesis 49:10–12 (NIV)
10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it 
belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, 
his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 12 His 

eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.

Isaiah 25:6–8 (NIV)
6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of 
aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines. 7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud 

that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign 
LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. The 

LORD has spoken.
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Joel 3:18–21 (NIV)
18 “In that day the mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah 
will run with water. A fountain will flow out of the LORD’s house and will water the valley of acacias. 19 
But Egypt will be desolate, Edom a desert waste, because of violence done to the people of Judah, in 

whose land they shed innocent blood. 20 Judah will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem through all 
generations. 21 Shall I leave their innocent blood unavenged? No, I will not.” The LORD dwells in Zion!

Amos 9:11–15 (NIV)
11 “In that day “I will restore David’s fallen shelter— I will repair its broken walls and restore its ruins— 
and will rebuild it as it used to be, 12 so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations 

that bear my name,” declares the LORD, who will do these things. 13 “The days are coming,” declares 
the LORD, “when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading 

grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills, 14 and I will bring my people 
Israel back from exile. “They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and 
drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. 15 I will plant Israel in their own land, never 

again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” says the LORD your God.

‣ The best was saved for last 
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