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The Practice of Living in Story 
 

The Island of Misfit Toys 
 

Our initial response to hearing the church 
called, “The Island of Misfit Toys,” either 
causes us to recoil at the thought or smile in 
acceptance.  
 
Sometimes the most difficult thing for us to do 
is be objective. Other times, we simply just 
don’t like what we see. While the tag “misfit” 
appears derogatory, our lives reveal the term 
fitting. Yet, however true or fitting, we struggle 
to embrace the reality that we belong on this 
island. No one likes to be tagged a “misfit,” but 
everyone longs to be loved without condition 
and accepted without requirement.  
 
Everyone brings brokenness, dysfunction, and misfit characteristics to this island, however, 
those realities are not one’s identity. Our identity is found in Jesus, thus, making this island a 
safe place to acknowledge our misfit-like tendencies and enjoy one another. So, welcome to the 
island. 
 
When we see the Scriptures as telling a single Story and Jesus as the 
Hero, only then do we see the remaining cast of characters for the 
misfits they truly are. As we read from Garden to Garden (Genesis 
to Revelation), it is almost cringe-worthy to see the kinds of misfits 
God uses as means for accomplishing His purposes and carrying 
this Story along. Even a casual read causes us to wince and squirm 
at misfits like Abraham, Jacob, and David. The nation of Israel was 
chosen on account of her misfit characteristics (Deut. 4-9). And who 
would have picked the apostles to entrust with the Mission of God?  
 
Paul reminds us in First Corinthians 1 that we stand in a long line of misfits and only God can 
get the glory what is accomplished through this motley cast. “For consider your calling, 
brothers: not many of you were…,” well, what you thought you were (1 Cor. 1:26ff). Fortunately, 
God choses misfits so no human can boast of anything other than Jesus! “And because of him 
you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, so that as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord’” (1 Cor. 1:30-
31). 
 
As you consider this study in Acts, you will quickly see what makes “The Island of Misfit Toys” 
so attractive. I’ll give you a hint: it’s not the misfits. 

BASIC IDEAS: 
1. Disciples of Jesus gather for worship 

and scatter for mission. 
2. Disciples of Jesus can’t help but live on 

mission for their joy and God’s glory. 
3. Disciples of Jesus enjoy fellowship with 

one another, the biblical text, the Lord’s 
table, and prayer as a result of the 
gospel. 

4. Disciples of Jesus impact their 
communities with the gospel simply by 
being who they are where they are. 
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KEY PASSAGE(S):  
Acts 2:42-47ff 
 
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And 
all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

 
Text: Acts 2:42-47 
 

CONSIDERING THE CONTEXT 
 
The scene unfolds in the upper room* as all the disciples were together on the day of Pentecost. 
Suddenly, the sound of a mighty rushing wind came from heaven completely filling the house 
where they were gathered (Acts 2:1-2). As they looked around at one another, the disciples saw 
a visible expression of the Holy Spirit resting on each one of them in the form of a cloven flame 
of fire. 
 
All present were filled with the “promise of the Father” being “baptized with the Holy Spirit” 
as Jesus promised (Acts 1:4-5). This Spirit filling/indwelling has been envisioned from Moses to 
the prophets (cf. Num. 11:29; Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:22-38; Joel 2:28-32), and is now realized in 
the birth of the church. 
 
Jesus said that when the promised Spirit arrived they would be clothed with power from on 
high (Luke 24:49). This power would be manifested in a variety of mighty works only possible 
with God. The first manifestation of this power is seen in direct correlation to the disciples 
fulfilling the Mission of God by being witnesses of the gospel to the nations (Luke 24:46-48; Acts 
1:8). In the power of the Spirit, these disciples boldly proclaimed the mighty works of God to 
the nations gathered in Jerusalem. 
 
As the multitude gathered and encountered the gospel in their own language, they are amazed 
and astonished and perplexed (Acts 2:7, 12). How is it that each one heard this message in their 
own native language? How can it be that Galileans are able to speak all these languages with 
such fluency? What is going on? 
 
Peter, standing with the eleven, addresses the crowd to provide clarity and context for what 
they were experiencing. Peter’s message of the gospel in Acts 2:17-36 can be summarized in the 
following manner as he boldly confesses “this Jesus”: 
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THIS JESUS… 

 Is none other than the Jesus of Nazareth, who clearly demonstrated mighty works, signs, 
and wonders that God accomplished through Him (v.22), 

 Was delivered up according to the plan of God (v.23), 

 Was crucified by lawless men (v.23), 

 Was raised from the dead by God (v.24, 32), 

 Is exalted at the right hand of God (v.33)… 
 
WE ARE… 

 Recipients of the Spirit of this Jesus (v.33) 

 Witnesses of this Jesus (v.32) 

 Proclaiming the gospel of this Jesus, that He is both Lord and Christ (Messiah) (v.36) 
 
YOU ARE… 

 The ones who crucified this Jesus (v.36)! 
 
Feeling the weight of this message the crowds’ response was, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
(v.37). Peter offers clear next steps, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to himself” (v.38-39). Those who received his word (believed the gospel; repented; 
confessed) were baptized (v.41). 
 
Within days of Jesus’ departure He returns as promised with His presence in the Person of the 
Holy Spirit. THIS JESUS entrusts this group of misfits with this message to the nations; and just 
like that the church is ON MISSION. 
 

EXPLORING THE TEXT 
 
What was the immediate result of the Spirit’s work through 
the church as it was On Mission? Approximately 3,000 souls 
were added to the Lord (v.41)! This is simply breathtaking! 
The next steps for the church On Mission are crucial for us to 
explore. What do we see them doing? How do we see them 
living out this Mission? What did it look like for them to make 
disciples of Jesus? What was the practice of the early church? 
Luke gives us a glimpse of what it looked like for the early 
church to live On Mission in Acts 2:42-47. 
 
The impact of the gospel and the gift of the Spirit transformed people into disciples of Jesus who 
gathered for worship and scattered for mission.  
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Gathered for Worship 
 
Right from the beginning we see the church doing what comes naturally as a consequence of the 
gospel. They were devoted to the apostle’s teaching, the fellowship, breaking of bread, and 
prayer. The word devoted means “to continue steadfastly in a thing and give unremitting care to 
it.”1 In relation to people, it means “devoted to;”2 but, as it relates to objects, it means “to focus 
on, to hold fast to, or to be in continually.”3  
 
From the inception of the church this community of disciples were clearly devoted to one 
another and focused on what they considered to be truly indispensable. Let’s briefly explore 
what captivated their attention and what they valued deeply as they gathered together. 
 

1. Teaching: This community of disciples were not strangers to the Scriptures, since they 
were accustomed to gathering every Sabbath at the synagogue to receive instruction. This 
instruction took on fuller meaning as the apostles began to connect the theological dots 
previously overlooked or misunderstood. 
 
Revisiting what Jesus told the disciples in Matthew 28 concerning making disciples, we 
are reminded that “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” was critical 
to the Mission. Closely related is what we saw in Luke 24 as Jesus opens their minds to 
understand how all the Scriptures pointed to Him. It only makes sense that the apostles 
and early church explored the biblical text to see how every promise, prophecy, and 
picture found its fulfillment in Jesus.  
 
Can you imagine studying the Law of Moses with fresh eyes? Can you picture reading 
the Prophets through the lens of the gospel? Can you hear the melody of the Psalms and 
feel the emotion they evoke as you begin to see your Savior in the text? What a joy it must 
have been for them to begin to taste and see how all these shadows found their substance 
in Jesus alone.   
 

2. Fellowship: Not only were the disciples focused on studying the biblical text, but they 
were devoted to one another as family. The word fellowship (koinōnía) “denotes, not the 
Christian society nor its community of goods, but the family fellowship established and 
expressed in the church’s life.”4 They simply enjoyed being together. This care for one 
another, participation in community, and enjoyment of close relationships will be further 
seen in verses 43-47. But this kind of love is ultimately what would set them apart as 
disciples of Jesus (John 13:34-35).  

 
3. Breaking of Bread: No doubt this included eating together, however, this phrase became 

the common way of communicating participation in the Lord’s Table. What Jesus 
instituted in the upper room with His disciples, prior to His arrest and crucifixion, was a 
reshaping of their understanding of the Passover meal. Rich with new meaning, this 
practice was now a visual reminder of more than rescue from Egypt, but rescue from sin 



Membership Course | Lesson 3 | On Mission 

 

 

Covenant Membership 
17 

and death. It was a visual reminder of the gospel to be celebrated in community (cf. Matt. 
26:17-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34). 
 

4. Prayer: Prayer is as natural for the disciple of Jesus as breathing. Throughout the Gospels 
Jesus models prayer and teaches His disciples how to pray. As you read through Acts 
you will see the power of prayer at work in the early church. While much could be said 
about prayer, the point of emphasis here is that prayer permeated this community of 
faith.  

 
What we often view as “spiritual disciplines,” the early church community simply engaged in 
for their joy. Far from being a means to measure spiritual growth, these activities flowed from 
their lives effortlessly and fueled their relationships corporately. (See the article “Five Gospel Fruits” 

in the appendix for further study.) 
 
It is clear the gospel has transformed this community of disciples and what we see in verses 43-
47 is what it looks like as they scatter for Mission.  
 

Scattered for Mission 
 
What we studied in our previous lesson on Mission from Matthew 28 and Luke 24, is that 
“going” to the nations with the gospel would be normative. This would begin in Jerusalem and 
extend globally. Although some would be displaced for a season to take this gospel to new 
communities and foreign lands, most would simply be who they are where they are – living out 
the gospel among their families, their work, and their community.  
 
This is what we see in our present text. These disciples who gathered for worship (teaching, 
fellowship, communion, and prayer) now scatter for mission to live as disciples of Jesus among 
their families, in their place of work, and among their community. In doing so, many signs and 
wonders were being done through the apostles as the Spirit empowered them (v.43). This clearly 
impacted their community in amazing ways. In addition to the miraculous, the simple acts of 
love demonstrated by caring for the needs of one another no doubt impacted their community 
as well (v.44-45). Their lives intersected daily as they would connect at the temple and meet in 
each other’s homes to enjoy food and fellowship (v.46). Their hearts were full of joy, their lives 
were flourishing with gospel fruit, and their communities were impacted in positive ways (v.47).  
 
The natural consequence of disciples living out the gospel in their communities was that the 
gospel was contagious. “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved” (v.47). No program, no agenda, no strategy – no problem. This is the church On Mission.  
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CONCLUSION 
 
If you continued to read Acts in one sitting, you would clearly see this pattern replicated as the 
gospel advances from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria, and ultimately to the ends of the earth. 
The Mission of God is realized as disciples of Jesus (the church) live out the gospel by making 
disciples of Jesus.  
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