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The Gospel and Our Theological Distinctive 
 

DNA – The Double Helix 
 

Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) is a molecule 

composed of two chains that coil around each 

other to form a double helix carrying 

the genetic instructions used in the growth, 

development, functioning, and reproduction of 

all known living organisms and many viruses. 

In all species it is composed of two helical 

chains, bound to each other by hydrogen 

bonds. Both chains are coiled around the same 

axis. In living organisms, DNA does not 

usually exist as a single strand, but instead as a 

pair of strands that are held tightly together. 

These two long strands entwine like vines, in 

the shape of a double helix.1 

 
The DNA information expressed above serves as an analogy for us as we consider the 
overarching Story of the biblical narrative.  The DNA running from Genesis 3:15 and 21 all the 
way through every point of the biblical narrative reminds us that who Jesus is and what He does 

is the theme of every Story. It is only as one follows this 
DNA strand that they are able to make any coherent sense 
of the biblical parts. No matter where you “nick” the 
Story, Jesus is found. 
 
As it relates to the study before you, each lesson is a 
strand making up the “DNA” of our fellowship, 
Waukesha Bible Church. Jesus is the axis around which 
every biblical strand wraps. In addition, it is our desire 
that He is the one consistent element in every part, the 
leader in every quest, and the substance of every shadow. 

Thus, as you study each lesson, keep in mind JESUS. He will give meaning to each of our noted 
areas, He will lead you through various labyrinths, and He will verify the veracity of all attempts 
to understand. Now, enjoy the study and explore the profound hope that is for everyone who 
believes in Him as the beginning and end of their own story. 
 
 
 
 

BASIC IDEAS: 

1. JESUS is the Gospel. 

2. The Biblical Story explains how JESUS 

is the fulfillment of the Seed Promise 

and the completion of the Blood 

Picture. 

3. Only the person and work of Jesus can 

free the believing from sin and death 

and give to them joy and glory. 

4. The Christian life is by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone. 

5. What the Christian receives by grace, 

he cannot maintain by works. 
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KEY PASSAGE(S):  
Genesis 3:15, 21; Luke 24:44-47; 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 
 
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 
He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.” (1 Cor. 15:3-5) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 

The Bible is a Story of rescue and recovery.  It tells the Story of one whose love is so vast that He 
was willing to sacrifice His Son Jesus, to rescue those completely unworthy. This is that Story.  
 

THE GOSPEL IS JESUS CHRIST 
 

Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
Somehow within our thinking, we have reduced the gospel to a production or presentation 
when the gospel is a person, NOT a presentation.  First Corinthians 15:1-4 lays out the basic 
components of what constitutes the gospel.  The gospel of grace, of God, and of Jesus Christ 
communicates a singular idea and that is . . . the gospel is a person, and that person is Jesus 
Christ.  The gospel is gracious because Jesus voluntarily took upon Himself human nature by 
becoming the second Adam, in order that He might become humanity’s race representative 
(Rom. 5:12-21).  He did for us what we could never do for ourselves.  He became sin, who knew 
no sin (Heb. 4:15), in order that we might become righteous before His Father (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 
Verses 3 and 4 tell us that Jesus died in behalf of sin.  The sin issue presupposes that a need was 
significant enough to warrant an action by God in our behalf.  If we were able to resolve our sin 
problem by human effort, then the incarnation and cross were unnecessary.  But sin does exist.  
Like the presence of God, sin does not need verification.  Its existence can be justifiably shown.  
What Jesus did by His death was unattainable by any other death.  His resolve secured our end. 
 
However, His death is a part of a larger thought.  Attached to His death is a confirming 
statement: He was buried.  The burial of Jesus confirms that He was dead.  The resurrection of 
Christ substantiates His death.  In the absence of the resurrection, all bets are off.  His 
resurrection stamps a “yes” to the promises of God.  Resurrection says the grave is not the end.  
Resurrection continues a Story whose storyline reads, “The best is yet to come.”   
 
In addition, there is another thought: He appeared to many.  His appearance tells us these are 
not mere words unsupported by reality or fact.  You can have the death of an idea, but we are 
not talking about theories or formulas or programs or hypothetical conjecture.  We are talking 
about an individual, someone who possessed flesh and blood.  This One died and was buried 
and rose on the third day and appeared to many.   
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When we speak of the gospel, we are not speaking of His church (which is a consequence of the 
gospel), or a method of presentation (which is perhaps necessary, but NOT the gospel).  When 
we speak of the gospel, we are speaking of Jesus Christ.  When we share the gospel, we share 
Christ.  We might seek an indirect approach of sharing Christ when we invite people to a church 
service, but let us not confuse or dilute the gospel by thinking this is the gospel.  Jesus Christ is 
the gospel.  It is for this reason we say, “Christianity is not a religion; it is a relationship, and 
this relationship is with a person and His name is Jesus.”  Jesus Christ is Christianity. 
 
Although the need of man is great because of the sin issue and the penalty against it, the real 
attraction in Christianity is not our deliverance from sin, but our relationship to Christ.  Christ 
is the attraction.  He brings hope to the despairing, healing to the diseased, and wholeness to 
the dysfunctional.  He is glorious and great.  He is incapable of deficiency and sufficient for our 
inability.  He is the light in darkness, the water that quenches thirst, and the food that satisfies 
hunger.  He is an unfailing companion and faith-filled friend.  The gospel is good news not 
simply because we are saved from sin.  The gospel is good news because Christ is the good 

news.  It is when we see Him that evangelization becomes spontaneous because it comes from 
the overflow.  Sharing anything other than Christ is empty and unfortunate.  So, as we think of 
the gospel, let us begin to think biblically.  Let us begin to think, “The Gospel is Jesus Christ.”  
And in thinking this, see who He is and then what He has done.  We should make this the 
centerpiece of our verbal and visual “gospel” communication. 
 
When we speak of the GOSPEL we are speaking directly to our Theological DNA (i.e. Jesus 
Christ). This lesson forms the very molecules that bind around the axis of Jesus as it reflects the 
gospel in both its vertical (Godward) and horizontal (human relationships) reach. Both must 
exist to avoid the threat of legalism/moralism.  
 
For us at WBC, not only do we guard carefully the gospel for our justification, but also the gospel 
for our sanctification. We believe the gospel not only “gets us in,” but it also “keeps us in.” We 
teach and pray you will come to appreciate the fullness of who God is, what He has done, and 
who His people now are IN CHRIST. 
 

OVERVIEW OF OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH: 
 

There are certain categories of belief that makes one an evangelical.  We confess such truths.  

These truths are the foundation of Christianity from a biblical perspective and for the most part 

all evangelicals would embrace these truths.  Anyone pursuing membership at Waukesha Bible 

Church must agree with these statements.  Concise statements that reflect these truths can be 

found in our Statement of Faith (see Appendix 1).    
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OVERVIEW OF OUR THEOLOGICAL DISTINCTIVE: 
 

There are, however, beliefs that not all Bible-believing evangelicals would 
agree on.  One does not have to agree with these statements in order to 
become a member of WBC, but they do reflect what we preach, teach, and 
counsel.   
 
Our Theological Distinctives reflect our belief that both justification and 
sanctification are the work of one—Jesus Christ.  Because of His work, the 
believer is free.  Unfortunately, believers often exchange one form of 
bondage for another.  We believe the Gospel creates an “atmosphere” of 
freedom.  No matter how many generalizations one makes, it is still 
necessary to lay out just how free the believer is in Christ.  For us, the 
gospel and grace are not mere words without definition. The weight of 
establishing and maintaining the Christian's relationship with God is all on 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He has done all the heavy lifting - the 
believer does none. The believer simply believes and lives from the firm 
foundation of that truth.  He does not believe in order to establish it or to 
maintain it. The following is our attempt to define the atmosphere grace 
provides.2 
 

What follows is our theological distinctive as it relates to the gospel and its implications for the 
believer. Those who are Elders of WBC will uphold the following distinctive in their teaching, 
preaching, and counseling. 
 

THEOLOGICAL DISTINCTIVE of WAUKESHA BIBLE CHURCH: 
 

Nothing anyone does merits God’s favor. This is equally true before and after they accept Jesus 
as their Savior from sin and death.  Therefore, because of Jesus, God loves us without condition, 
accepts us without requirement, forgives us without limit, favors us without merit, and serves 
us without reward. This is grace and nothing less or more is required.  As a result, the Christian 
“Disciplines” are for joy, not a means to earn favor with God. They are not required or 
prescriptive. They describe the fruit of the JESUS SEED. They are “lollipops” to be enjoyed by 
the believer and not “paddles” to be used against the believer. When such activities produce 
guilt, they are misused. 
 
The following nine words identify just how much Jesus accomplished in our behalf.  
Unfortunately, many Christians do not live in light of these great theological truths.  At 
Waukesha Bible Church, we fully embrace these truths and their corresponding implications.  
For more information on each of these terms, including their Biblical references, please see 
“Christ Has Set Us Free – Nine Words Every Christian Should Know” by Pastor Patrick Griffiths. 
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1. REDEMPTION:  
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever cancels any sin debt the believer had, has, or will ever have. God will never bring 
up their sin issue again.  

 

 Therefore, the Father never deals with believers according to their sin in the present. 

 Therefore, the Father will never bring up a believer’s sin in the future. 

 Therefore, the Father never chastens believers according to their sin. 
 

2. FORGIVENESS:  
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever forgives sin as a transgression.   

 

 Therefore, there is now no condemnation by God for/on the believer.  

 Therefore, God forgives believers of all transgressions past, present, or future. 

 Therefore, because the basis of forgiveness is rooted in the person and work of Jesus, God 
forgives unconditionally. 

 Therefore, after justification, no confession of sin is necessary for forgiveness.   
 

3. PROPITIATION:  
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
satisfies the wrath of God against His people.   

 

 Therefore, Jesus fulfills the demands of the Law and imputes His Law obedience to His 
people.  

 Therefore, God never looks upon His people with anything other than complete joy and 
good pleasure. 

 Therefore, His people never need worry about divine judgment because of non-
conformity to God’s Law. 

 Therefore, it is not possible for Christians to cause God to become angry with them. 

 Therefore, in the Day of Judgment the only work one must rely on is the work of Jesus. 
 

4. JUSTIFICATION: 
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever declares the sinner righteous.   

 
 Therefore, ones right standing before the Father is only possible in the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. 

 Therefore, ones right standing is based solely on whom Jesus is and what He does/did 
and not on anything the believer has done, does, or might do. 

 Therefore, what God declares right no one and nothing can make wrong. 

 Therefore, only the unbelieving need to get right with God. 

 Therefore, the believer need never get right with God. 
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5. BLAMELESSNESS: 
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever removes any standing of guilt before the Father.   

 

 Therefore, because Jesus receives all of our sin and we receive all of His righteousness 
there is never a time when the believer is culpable before God for His sin. 

 Therefore, no matter what the believer does or does not do, he is never guilty before the 
Father. 

 Therefore, although guilt does continue to operate in our horizontal relationships, guilt 
has no place in our vertical relationship with God. 

 

6. IMPUTATION: 
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever imputes His righteousness to the believing.   

 

 Therefore, God will never credit their sin to the believer’s account. 

 Therefore, God will never “chastise/discipline” the believer for their sin. 

 Therefore, God will always look upon the believer in the very righteousness of Jesus 
regardless of what the believer is or is not doing. 

 

7. RECONCILIATION: 
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 

forever reconciles the believer to the Father.   
 

 Therefore, no believer can ever fall out of fellowship with God. 

 Therefore, no believer is anything other than a friend of God. 

 Therefore, such language as falling out of fellowship and confessing one’s sin to restore 
fellowship is theologically inappropriate. 

 

8. NEW IDENTITY: 
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever moves believers from their identity in Adam to who they now are in Christ.   

 

 Therefore, God never sees His people in anything less than the very righteousness of 
Jesus. 

 Therefore, God never deals with His people according to their sin. 

 Therefore, the believer’s identity is no longer “in Adam” ever again. 
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9. ADOPTION: 
The person and work of Jesus is so thorough that the offering against sin brought by Him 
forever adopts them into the family of God.   

 

 Therefore, those who believe are the children of God. 

 Therefore, those who believe can call the Father, Abba. 

 Therefore, those who believe are joint heirs with Jesus. 

 Therefore, because of position and not performance all believers will receive the 
inheritance. 

 

A COMPRESSION OF OUR THEOLOGICAL DNA: 
Because of how glorious and complete Jesus’ work is… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FA
V

O
R •Nothing anyone 

does earn God's 

blessing or merit 

favor in any way. 

Because of our 

position in Christ, 

the thoroughness 

of His work, and 

His power and 

grace, no 

"performance" can 

earn us additional 

blessings, nor 

"failures" lose us 

the blessings 

purchased by His 

blood.

FA
IL

U
R

E •The Father never 

deals with a 

believer's sin in a 

"punishing" way. 

God never 

"chastens" us in 

wrath because 

Jesus took that for 

us. God is never 

angry with a 

Christian; God is 

always, only, 

pleased with them. 

Though sin affects 

our human 

relationships, it no 

longer, ever, 

forever, will affect 

our relationship 

with God.

F
E

LL
O

W
S

H
IP •Nothing Christians 

do either earns 

additional favor(s) 

from God or 

absolves them of 

fresh sins. 

Believers do not 

need to continue 

to ask for 

forgiveness. They 

never need to "get 

right" or "get back 

into fellowship 

with God." They 

cannot "pray" or 

"obey" their way 

into extra 

blessings, since 

they can never 

reverse what 

Christ has done.

FA
M

IL
Y •This relationship is 

secure and to be 

enjoyed. 

Traditional  

Christian 

"disciplines" are 

given to us as 

grace, for our joy, 

not as a vehicle to 

"higher living" or 

"greater success." 

They must never 

be used as 

"paddles" against 

ourselves or 

others. They are 

"lollipops" to be 

enjoyed.
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NO 

PUNISHMENT

COMPLETE 

FELLOWSHIP

PURE 

ENJOYMENT

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE:   

If I had to reduce it down to the specific, unique, peculiarities of our theology, it would be: 
 
1. God never punishes Christians, ever. 
 

2. Christians never lose fellowship with God (or need to confess sins in order to restore it). 
 

3. Christians never earn blessings; obedience is the enjoyment of blessings purchased by 
Jesus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING! 
 
 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DNA 

2 For Scriptural study on all of the above see, Christ Has Set Us Free - Nine Words Every Christian Should Know; Credo 

- I Believe; Five Gospel Fruits Produced by the JESUS SEED for the Christian to Enjoy; and Reigning Grace. All are 

available through www.waukeshabible.org  

                                                           


