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Lesson 5 – Our Vision; Our Mission 

 
THE “Red Thread” 
 
The “Red Thread” of the Gospel was noted in Lesson 1 and expanded on in Lesson 4. This Fifth 
Lesson shows how this theme begun in the Garden of Eden finds its fullest culmination in the 
New Heaven and Earth noted in the Book of Revelation. 
 

Thus, our present study makes up the very color of the thread.   
 

KEY PASSAGE(S):  
Isaiah 11:9; Matt. 28:18-20 
 

OUR VISION  

They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy 
mountain, for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea.  (Isaiah 11:9) 
 

OUR MISSION  

18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.”  (Matt. 28:18-20) 
  

TRACKING THE STUDY 
 

I. G+O=GO 
 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there 
is no longer any sea” (Rev. 21:1). 

 

If one were to read the entire Bible in one sitting, they would be impressed with the singularity 
of its message. 

BASIC IDEAS: 
 

1. What God began in Genesis finds its 
fullest expression in Revelation. 

2. The Local Church is God’s means of 
bridging His movement from Genesis 
to Revelation. 

3. The Local Church is God’s Garden / 
Temple. 

4. As we carry out our corporate Mission 
we are fulfilling God’s design for us 
and His creation. 
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The whole of the biblical Story expands on, explains, and explores God’s pursuit of His people 
for their joy and His glory. What begins in the Garden of Eden finds its ultimate fulfillment in 
the New Heavens and New Earth. The following chart seeks to explain the movement from 
Garden to Garden. 
 

II. The Meta-Narrative 

One of the questions 
“haunting” any reader 
of the biblical text is 
whether the Bible has a 
central theme or figure 
tying all of the pieces together. 
 
• Is there a center to the biblical Story? 
• Is there one Story that makes sense of  all  
 lesser Stories?  
• The Biblical Text – Luke 24:27, 44-48;  

Acts 17:2, 3; John 1:45; 5:39. 
• Today’s modern thinker does not believe 

in the biblical Story and rejects it as  
absolute. However, the Bible assumes as  

 true God’s existence and His role as Creator  
 of all things. 
• The Bible is the means of measuring all things. It is only as we read life through the grid 

of the Bible that any of it makes sense. 
 
Let us for a moment trace the central theme of the Bible and 
the central figure within the one Story. 
 

III. IN THE BEGINNING . . .  
 

• In the beginning, God acted and through this act, He created a Garden where He would 
meet with His people for their joy.  This idea is substantiated throughout the Bible. 

 
Begin at the End 

• Numbers 14:21 
• Psalms 57:5, 11; 72:19 ; 108:4, 5 
• Isaiah 6:3; 11:9 
• Habakkuk 2:14; 3:3 
• Matthew 6:9-10 

Garden in 

Eden

Tabernacle

Temple

JESUS

The Church

New Heaven

New Earth
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We can call this, “Garden DNA.” 

 

All of the “pictures” as noted are SHADOWS of the one SUBSTANCE. Ultimately, all shadows 

find their fulfillment and completion in CHRIST. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:8)

•Sacred Places (Gen. 12:7, 8)

•Tabernacle (Exod. 29:42-46)

•Temple (1 Kings 8:10-13)

• Solomon’s Temple

•Post-Exilic Temple (Haggai 2:3-9)

•Herod’s Temple

• JESUS [Substance]

•“Destroy this Temple” (John 2:19-21)

•“Neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem” (John 4:21)

•The Church Local; the Church Global (Acts 2:1ff)

•The New Heavens and the New Earth (Rev. 21:3, 22-27)

SHADOW SUBSTANCE 
Garden JESUS 

[The Head] 
Fulfillment / Completion 

| | 
Seed Promise 
(Gen. 3:15) 

The Church 
[His Body] 

Blood Picture 
(Gen. 3:21) 

| 
No Physical Temple 
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Think with me for a moment about Concentric 
Circles. 
 

• Concentric circles are simply circles that 
all have the same center. They fit inside 
each other and are the same distance 
apart all the way around.  
 

• God throws the “rock” and the rock 
creates the center around which all the 
circles emanate. All the following circles are part of the same trajectory. At some point, 
all of the circles either overlap or fad away. 
 

• Because of prophecy, we know what the end looks like. But in real time, we do not always 
know where the rock will strike next. Yet, if the same rock created the preceding circle 
makes the next circle, we can rest knowing the next strike will be in the right alignment. 

 

IV. OUR “CHURCH” DNA 
 

• What God began in the Garden of Eden, He will complete in the New Heaven and the 
New Earth. God has placed within us a longing for the Garden. We know what we have 
lost and we seek its return. 
 

• Each local church is a small Garden/Temple and Her mission is to extend the boundaries 
of the Garden [i.e. till] and populate the Garden [i.e. fill] with redeemed image bearers. 
As long as we exist as a Local Church this is the task we are to busy ourselves with 
corporately, as a community of believers. How long are we to engage in such a thing? 

 
Until . . . 
 

• “And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full 
of His glory” (Isa. 6:3). 
 

• “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 

 
Us Now: 
 

• The local church is part of the lineage and linkage from the Garden in Genesis to the 
global temple in Revelation. 
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Consider This: 
 

• It would have been theological nonsense for Adam and Eve to abandon the 
Garden, yet claim to be carrying out the design of God. 

 
Us Now: 
 

• The Church is important because of its DNA.  
• It tells me of what was and of what will be. 

 
So What? Let us consider the challenge laid before us as a local church. 
 

• Worldwide Religion Breakdown 
o 7 Billion total population 
o @900K – Hindu  
o @1.5B - Muslim 
o @2.2 Billion Christian 

• 50% Catholic [Rome/West] 
• 37% Protestant [Europe/Mainline] 
• 12% Orthodox [East] 
• 1% Other [@200 Million] 

 

• 50% of all Christians live in 11 Countries 
o “Most missionaries continue to go 

to mostly Christian nations. ” 
o “Because many restrict or deny 

missionary access, they receive 
only 9% of all international 
missionaries.” 

o “The country that received the 
most missionaries in 2010? The 
United States, with 32,400 sent 
from other nations.” 

 

• Waukesha County – 395,000 people 
o Ethnic breakdown 

• Hispanic Community – 18K / 4.5% 
• White Community – 94% 
• Asian Community – 3.1% 

o Language breakdown 
• 7.2% [28,000] speak another language other than English in their home. 
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o Church breakdown 
• 225 Churches/Congregations  
• 17,000 people per church! 
• 130,000 claim Catholicism 
• 55,000 Evangelical 
• 27,000 Lutherans 

 

• City of Waukesha – 64,000 people 
• Average Age = Female 34; Male 32 
• Average Income in City of Waukesha = $50K 
• Average Income in Waukesha County = $69K 

 
Now What? 
 

• Since 1990, American church leaders have been bombarded with an axiom that 
originated in a C. Peter Wagner book: “Church planting is the best methodology of 

evangelism under the sun.” 
 

• Most leaders are aware of this phrase, but our collective behavior indicates that we do 
not believe it is true since church planting is often neglected. 

 
Pray for Us 
 

• We must not only strengthen the existing church, but seek to establish new churches. 
• Pray we will develop a usable strategy for both activities simultaneously. 
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WORKSHEET – LESSON 5 
Understanding Our Vision, Mission, and Purpose 

 
 

1. Does the Bible tell a single Story and is there a center to the Story? Please explain your 
answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How and where does the biblical Story begin? Please explain your answer. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. How and where will the biblical Story end? Please explain your answer. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. If the Garden theme carries the weight of the biblical Story, what role/place does a Local 
Church have in this Story? Please explain your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. What means has God put in play to accomplish His end? What verse speaks to this?  

Please explain your answer. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. If what we have considered is true, then how might this affect how we live “church”?  
Please explain your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TODAY 
 

7. How does knowing the end of the Story shape your daily schedule? Please explain your 
answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. List some positive ways you can engage in the mission as an individual and as a 
community of faith. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 


